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MG to meet October 19 indoors. Note time change—business begins at
5:15 pm. Masks/distancing required.

Co-President’s
Corner
Feeding fall and winter birds…
Will be the topic presented by
Debra Early of Wildbirds Unlimited
at the Monday, October 19 MG meeting.
Hospitality begins 4:45 pm, business at
5:15 and the program set for 6 pm. No
food or drinks will be provided.

Landscape Boulders Placed
Tom says whoever might complain about the
placement of the large landscape rocks at the
Teaching Garden can move it themselves!
Janice Hensley’s email replies, “That one—little to
the right, Tom.”

Butch Kindley

2020 is winding down. Fall is in the air. The
leaves are turning colors. Wildflowers are putting on
their final show of the year. Tomatoes are producing
better than they have all year. I have even seen some
jonquils coming up, but everything else is weird this
year.
Our Master Gardener activities are also winding
down. The Teaching Garden is closed for the season
but we do have a committee of MG who will decorate
the Teaching Garden for the holidays. The
decorations will change for the different holidays, so
go by and check it out. Thank you to everyone who
helps on this project.
We plan to have a general meeting on Monday, Oct.
19 inside the Rogers County building. Hospitality
begins at 4:45, although we will not have
refreshments. Masks and social distancing will be
required. The business meeting will begin at 5:15 p.m.
with a speaker to follow at 6:00 p.m. We will have a
final reading of the bylaws changes and vote to
approve or reject the changes. The proposed
changes to the bylaws can be found on our website at
mgaroco.org.
We will vote for officers at our November
meeting. The nominating committee has a slate
of prospective officers but we will take nominations
from the floor for co-president, vice president, and
secretary. You can also contact Kathy Klawitter to
nominate an officer. Duties and qualifications can be
found on our website.
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Co-President’s Corner Butch Kindley-- continued
If anyone is interested in being a chair or co-chair for any of our committees or sub-committees next year,
please let a board member know. We may not have plant clinics again in 2021 but we would like to have a
presence at the Claremore Farmers Market once or twice a month. We need someone to chair this committee
who will be in contact with the Farmers Market group and also coordinate volunteers to work our booth.
The website soon should have some new pictures from our first-ever calendar contest and the Teaching
Garden. Hopefully the 2021 calendars will be ready for sale at our November awards meeting. Thank you to
everyone who sent in a picture. The winning 12 photo entries will be featured, one each month. Honorable
mention photos will be included in the calendar as well. All the pictures looked good, but there aren't enough
months in the year for everyone's picture to be featured.
John is planning a new Master Gardener class, probably starting in January. He has not finalized plans yet on
virtual or in-person classes or the role that mentors will have with the next class. He is still taking names for
persons interested in becoming students.
Our thanks go out to Kay Waterman, Kay Alexander, and Trudy Hedgpath, along with John Haase, for putting
together our great looking 2020 membership directory. If you did not receive a directory, please let John
Haase know.

**********************************

Message from the Volunteer Development Committee
Happy October fellow Master Gardeners!
It was so nice to see everyone who came to the September outdoor members’ meeting. The
entertainment was fantastic and everyone seemed to enjoy the meeting/outing.
There will be a members’ meeting on Monday October 19, 2020, with some modifications. We will
begin the meeting at 5:15 p.m. and the speaker will begin her presentation at 6 p.m. Due to the cooler
temperatures, we will meet inside of the Rogers County Building. Unfortunately, due to the continuing
COVID pandemic and the flu season we will once again practice social distancing, face masks are
required, no food or beverages will be provided. So feel free to bring your own “picnic” dinner.
As per the CDC and OSU protocols, if you are not feeling well please do not attend.
Our speaker for October is Debra Early from Wild Birds Unlimited presenting “Fall and Winter
Feeding of Birds”.
Stay well, stay happy and we hope to see you on the 19th.
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Miriam Legett co-chair Volunteer Development
Janice Hensley co-chair Volunteer Development
AND from the OTHER Co-President, Tom Maier:

Fall has arrived! May your leaves be few and your rakes be productive! Mulch, mulch, mulch!
We will (finally) have the last reading and vote on the proposed Bylaws/Standing Rules during
the Membership meeting on Monday. The primary change is necessary in the event there is a
need to appoint an otherwise unqualified member to a vacant officer position. The language
(the requirements to hold office) hasn’t changed. But, by moving this language from the Bylaws
to the Standing Rules, it allows the membership at a Monthly Membership meeting to suspend
the rule and vote to fill the vacant officer position. UNFORTUNATELY, we’re going to have to go
through making yet another change to the Bylaws beginning in January to cope with
emergencies arising from the pandemic. This means reading and discussing the change at three
consecutive Monthly Membership meetings and voting after the third reading. Stay tuned!

A great big thank you to Nancy Baldridge, her family, and volunteers for acquiring and installing
all our windows in the Teaching Gardens Welcome Center! Not only will greeters be able to see
visitors entering and leaving the gardens, but it will stay cool inside as well.
Stay safe and be smart!
Tom Maier, Co-President

3|Page

Master Gardeners –Rogers County

October, 2020

FINAL WORKDAY AT GARDEN-4|Page

Master Gardeners –Rogers County

October, 2020

Capping off the summer of maintenance at the MG Teaching Garden was the recent
final workday session, followed by a lunch provided by the Garden Development
Committee. Pictured are MG members from left, below: Penny Curry, 2020 intern
Katie Runyon and Nancy Baldridge. Pictured above are Runyon, Eileen Plemmons
and Miriam Legett. Above, right, Eileen Plemmons.
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Website 101
Members Only Tab
Mgaroco.com
This month the highlighted topic on the Association’s website is the Members Only
tab or menu item (on your mobile device). Unlike many websites, this page does not
require a password to access, so no personal information will ever appear here.
What you will find are the following headings and information:
•

•
•
•

Master Gardener News – if you click here, a new page will open which holds
a plethora of information such as:
o Current Issues - Pest E-alerts, any horticultural issues pertinent to
Rogers County;
o Master Gardeners in the News – past articles about the Association
that appeared in various publications;
o Calendar – current year calendar of meeting dates, guest speakers
and events;
o Newsletters – compilation of current year newsletters for your
reading pleasure;
o 2021 MGARC Calendar Contest – contest information;
The MGARC Membership directory will never appear on the website as it
contains personal information on each member.
Master Gardener Bylaws – Association’s current bylaws and proposed
changes to the bylaws, if any;
Master Gardener Committees – a list of committee chairs;
Event Schedules – upcoming events for the Association such as Master
Gardeners in the Classroom or the Spring Home and Garden Show. Each
event will contain a schedule of work periods and volunteers who sign up
under each time slot.
Of course most events were cancelled this year, so the only event that has
posted schedules is the Master Gardeners in the Classroom. If you ever
forget when you volunteered for an event, this is a great place to gather that
information and then put the hours and information on the Oklahoma Master
Gardener Volunteer Reporting System (link located on the About tab).
From Jennifer Podowski

Heliopsis helianthoides ‘Incomparabilis’ in the Teaching Garden of Will Rogers Park
Photos and text by Sumathy Vannarth 9/3/2020
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Toothed central golden florets surrounded by larger ray flowers

Flower head has fuzzy outer bracts longer than inner ones

Ovate 3 veined dark green leaf, truncated base, pointed tip

Both ray and disk flowers are fertile.

Heliopsis helianthoides ‘Incomparabilis’ is an undemanding plant addition to the perennial flower bed of the teaching garden at
Will Rogers Park, Rogers County. The name of the plant is listed as ‘Incomparabilis’ in the Encyclopedia of Plants book. This is an
outstanding flower beyond comparison.
The word “Heliopsis” came from Greek word helios for ‘sun’ and -opsis for ‘appearance’. The scientific name is Heliopsis and
species is helianthoides. The word “helianthoides is also a Greek word for “like sunflower.” The country of origin is central and
eastern North America in Hardiness Zones 4 to 9.
Alternate or common names mentioned are oxeye daisy, false sunflower and oxeye. This plant is considered a herbaceous
perennial which will grow 3 to 5-feet tall, in sun or partial shade, in dry soil and in a wide range of soil conditions. The plants can
be found growing at roadside and open woodlands, blooming from May to October. The Heliopsis flowers produce nectar and
attract bees, butterflies, hummingbirds and other pollinators. Birds use the seeds as food.
The plants have stiff branching stems with opposite ovate-toothed 3-veined leaves, mid- to dark green above and lighter green on
the underside of the leaves. The flowers are long-stalked double, zinnia-like with 7 to 20 petals/rays and yellow flower heads
about 3 inches across. The ray flowers are fertile with forked pistils at their base and no male ray flowers. The central disk flowers
contain both male and female parts. In comparison, true sunflower ray flowers do not have female flowers and do not produce
seeds. Only the central disk flowers of the true species produce seeds.
Plant seeds in spring and propagate by stem cuttings in summer. Fall division every 2 to 3 years helps maintain vigor of the plant.
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Horticulture Tips
October 2020
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service
Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources
Department of Horticulture & Landscape Architecture
Oklahoma State University

GARDEN TIPS FOR OCTOBER!
David Hillock, Consumer Horticulturist
Turfgrass
• You can continue to replant or establish cool-season lawns like fescue.
• The mowing height for fescue should be lowered to approximately 2½ inches for fall and
winter cutting.
• Broadleaf weeds like dandelions can be easily controlled during October (HLA-6601).
• Mow and neatly edge warm-season lawns before killing frost.
Ornamentals
• Plant cool-season annuals like pansies, ornamental cabbage or kale, snapdragons and dusty
miller when temperatures begin to cool.
• Begin planting spring-flowering bulbs like tulips, hyacinths, crocus and daffodils.
• Good companion plants for bulbs are ground covers such as ajuga, vinca, English ivy,
alyssum, moneywort, thrift, phlox, oxalis and leadwort.
• Peonies, daylilies, and other spring-flowering perennials should be divided or planted now.
• Dig and store tender perennials like cannas, dahlias, and caladiums in a cool, dry location.
• Purchase trees from nurseries and garden centers during this time to select the fall color you
prefer.
• Many perennials can be planted at this time and the selection is quite nice.
• Plant fall mums and asters and keep them watered during dry conditions. Don’t crowd since
they take a couple of years to reach maturity.
• Plant container-grown trees and shrubs this month.
• Check and treat houseplants for insect pests before bringing them indoors and repot
rootbound plants.
Fruits & Vegetables
• Dig sweet potatoes and harvest pumpkins and winter squash.
• Remove green fruit from tomato plants when frost threatens.
• Harvest oriental persimmons and pawpaws as they begin to change color.
• There is still time to plant radishes and mustard in the fall garden.
• Use a cold frame device to plant spinach, lettuce and various other cool-season crops for
production most of the winter.
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More OSU Extension specialist tips-Start Planning Now for Spring Fruit Tree Planting
Becky Carroll
Planning to plant a few fruit trees next Spring? Good planning is essential to successful fruit
production.
The first step is to select the best site available for your trees. Your site should have good
elevation. Stay away from low areas or what might be a frost pocket. Cold air, like water, flows
downhill and collects in low spots making early blooming trees susceptible to frost or freeze
injury. A few feet of elevation can be a few degrees difference in temperature. A couple of
degrees may make the difference in a crop or no crop. The site would also benefit from a slight
slope to allow that cold air to flow away from the trees. Cleaning out fencerows or overgrown
plants can allow cold air to escape and not get trapped. Most all fruit trees will perform best in
full sun. Stay away from large buildings or trees that may shade the new planting.
Selecting a site with well-drained soils is essential in growing peaches, nectarines and cherries.
With heavier clay soils, berms or elevated areas can help with soil drainage. Many peach trees
have been lost during the last few rainy springs due to “wet feet”. Apples and pears are more
adapted to clay soils and are good options for areas with soils too tight for peaches.
Starting early will also improve your success. Take soil samples, adjust pH, phosphorus and
potassium a year in advance. It is also important to begin weed control early. In the Fall, prior to
weeds going dormant is a great time to get a jump on eliminating weeds. Weeds compete for
nutrients, water, sunlight and exude allelopathic compounds from the roots that reduce growth of
surrounding plants. They also can harbor pests - insects, disease and wildlife. After planting, the
use of mulches can assist with both weed control and retaining soil moisture. Note that on wet
years, mulching peaches can be detrimental by holding too much water.
Ordering trees early will help to assure that variety and rootstock wanted are available. Find a
nursery that specializes in fruit for best selection and quality trees. Waiting until the spring may
reduce options and the quality received. Ask the nursery to ship on a date close to planting,
usually mid-February to March is good bare root planting time. For green growing plants and
more cold-sensitive plants (like figs), waiting until after the frost-free date is best.
Deciding on what to plant is not easy. Make sure to check adaptability of varieties to location,
both for winter hardiness, flowering or bud break dates and chilling hour requirements. Match
varieties with local sites. What will grow well in Northeastern Oklahoma may not be adapted to
Southwestern parts of the state and vice versa. Does the tree need a complimentary variety or
two for pollination or is the tree self-fruitful? Make sure that the pollinators are planted in
proximity. Many nursery catalogs will indicate varieties that work well together, and pollination
charts are available online.
Choose varieties that are disease resistant. Many problematic diseases can be negated by
choosing varieties that are resistant. Fruit trees have enough diseases to manage without having
to deal with those that are best controlled with resistance. For peaches, don’t select varieties that
are susceptible to bacterial leaf spot. For apples and pears, varieties can be used that are resistant
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MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF ROGERS COUNTY
General Meeting, September 21, 2020
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by President Butch Kindley at 6:15PM after being entertained by a great local musical group called
“Not to Scale”.
Approval of Minutes
The February 18, 2020 minutes were printed in the newsletter prior to the September meeting. Jerry Henry made a motion to accept
the minutes as submitted. Motion was seconded and carried unanimously.
Approval of Treasurer’s Report
The Association Treasurer’s report was presented by Carolyn Peterson. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Jerry
Henry. Motion was seconded and carried unanimously.
Standing Committee Reports
Education: No report
Events: Jerry Henry stated that there will be no Bus trips or a fall fundraiser this fall due to Covid-19 restrictions.
Kathy Klawitter reported on the success of the Rogers County Free Fair. The booth was unmanned for the first time this year. An
attractive display of hummingbird pictures with answers to probable questions was on display with the use of roll-ups we purchased
this year. There were also OSU educational pamphlets.
Communications: No report.
Volunteer Development: Miriam Legett reported that she was in search of general meeting speakers for next year and would
appreciate any suggestions.
Garden Development: Tom Maier reported for Janice Hensley. The Steering Committee Minutes were submitted in the September
newsletter. In addition, he reported that the last cleanup of the summer will be September 30th and a lunch will be served as a thank
you to those that worked so hard this year at the garden. There will be a major cleanup sometime in October after the first freeze.
Watch for information.
JoAnn Lynch reported that courthouse cleanup has been going well. There have been problems growing plants in one area, so she is
having a soil test done.
Promotion: No report.
Recorder: No report.
Old Business:
Tom Maier reported on the statis of the proposed bylaw changes. The changes were printed in the September newsletter. He also read
them and answered any questions at this meeting. Next meeting will be the membership vote on the proposed changes.
New Business:
Kathy Klawitter announced that we are required to present nominations for the 2021 Board positions even with the problems meeting
this year. Some existing officers have agreed to stay in office, but others are required to vacate their positions. We need our
membership to volunteer to be nominated for an office. Please contact Kathy.
John Haase reported that is enough expressed interest from the public in the Master Gardeners program to conduct one this year. The
normal program will need to be changed because of the Covid-19 requirements. The number of students will be limited. Class time
may be fewer hours each week but with more homework required.
Jerry Henry made motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:45PM. Motion was seconded and carried unanimously.
Respectfully Summitted,
Penny Curry, Secretary
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The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that no
discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs.
Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity employer, complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination
and affirmative action. Oklahoma State University is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all individuals and does not discriminate based on race,
religion, age, sex, color, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, disability, or veteran status with regard to
employment, educational programs and activities, and/or admissions. For more information, visit https:///eeo.okstate.edu.
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