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NO AUGUST MEETING
*********

Co-President’s Corner
There will be no general meeting in August. I know
that we all are anxious to see each other but we must follow
guidelines set by OSU, the city, county, and state as well as use
common sense. The calling committee may be calling just to
stay in touch. We have not forgotten about any of you and
hope to see you all soon.
I hope everyone enjoyed the rains we had the last week of July
and the cooler temperatures and rain the first week of August.
My pasture sure looks a lot better and I did not have to water
the garden. Of course, that means more mowing.

The Rogers County Fair is still on, as of now. Master
Gardeners will have a booth for information only. There should be a separate article in this newsletter for volunteers to help set up and
tear down. We will not have volunteers working the booth as we have in the past. Jerry Henry will be monitoring our booth and will
be there each day when the Fair opens. The Fair will be held on the weekend of Sept. 17-20.
We are not planning a bus trip this year, so save your ideas for next year.
Hopes are to hold a fundraiser this fall. We do not have any information at the present time.
We have windows on two sides of the Welcome Center at The Teaching Garden and plan to install windows on the third side. This
allows our greeters to look out while still enjoying the AC. Thank you, Nancy Baldridge and family for this much needed upgrade.
Do not forget to send your single best picture to Tom Maier for the 2021 MG calendar contest. We have not received a lot of pictures
yet and we do need a good selection. The surprise lilies (AKA naked ladies) look especially good this summer. I have also seen
crepe myrtles that look fantastic. Those are a couple of ideas if you like old fashioned plants. I know that some of you have exotic
plants. There are no guidelines as to the type of plants to photograph—only that the photo must be taken in your yard/property.
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder so take pictures of what you like.
We will pick a MGARC officer nominating committee in September. Anyone who would like to be on the nominating committee or
who would like to be an officer in 2021 please let any board member know.
John Haase is planning the next Master Gardener class. It may be a combination of online and in-person instruction. If you know
anyone interested in taking the class, have them contact John. We will also need mentors, but their role may change for the next class.
Butch Kindley, Co-President
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Carolyn Peterson, treasurer

The MGARC Spring Plant Sale still happened this year and we deposited a total of $917.35!
This Covid version of this year’s non-traditional spring sale was accomplished by several
Master Gardeners who started in February with growing plants and caring for them. Then the
plants were repotted, priced marked, and delivered. These MG collected the money for their
sales and kept them going into early June.
There were deliveries, remote sales,
sales over the phone, selling at the
Claremore Farmer’s Market and money
collected from other plant sales.
Anyway, we got it done and it proved
that hard work, partnering with others,
getting the plants delivered, and MG
volunteers made it all work!
Thanks to all that helped with this
endeavor--especially Cheri Murray,
Carrie Mayfield, Jennifer Podowski,
Sheena Webb, Sarah Steele, Jim Stone,
Trudy Hedgpath, Terry Whiteley, Butch
Kindley, and all who purchased plants
for this annual fundraiser!
MG Trudy Hedgpath, Terry Whiteley and Jennifer Podowski with their red friend, the RU Hillcat mascot, selling plants at
a June Farmer’s Market in Claremore.

IT’S FAIR TIME AGAIN
from chair Kathy Klawitter

This year will be a little different (you know that Covid thing) and our booth will be unmanned.
We will still need Volunteers to set up and, of course, tear down. The fair is September 15-19.
Our theme this year is Hummingbirds. All information on Oklahoma hummingbirds.
Some of you signed up to help with the fair booth in shifts. The virus Covid and events have
rearranged our thinking and we want first of all to keep everyone safe and well. The only time
we will have members on site will be for set up and tear down. I will try to minimize the number
of us needed both times.
Masks WILL be required for helpers. There will be other people in the building. The masks are
to protect others from you, so if we all are masked, hopefully it will cut down on exposure.
More information will be sent out as we get closer to time.
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2021 MGAROCO PHOTO CALENDAR CONTEST
FROM TOM MAIER, MGARC CO-PRESIDENT

Let’s have some fun creating a MG Photo Calendar! We can buy them as
gifts, and we can sell them during our fall festival (providing we have
one!). We will keep it simple this year and if it's successful we can
expand on it next year.
Pick your single favorite photo of a plant/flower/vegetable/tree/bush
and submit it to me at tom.maier@att.net between now and August
31st. The photo must be one taken from your garden and/or property.
I will assign a random number to it and download that photo and
number onto a flash drive. This will be given to our panel of judges on
August 31st. Each judge will receive an identical flash drive just in case
meeting in person is not an option. I will download the name, number,
and photo together onto a second flash drive.
Beginning August 31st our panel of judges will select the twelve photos
to be displayed opposite from each month of the calendar year. They
will also select twelve honorable mention photos to be featured on two
additional pages to round out our calendar.
When the judges have completed their selections, they will forward the
results to Kay Waterman. I will forward the master list to Kay and she
will create the calendar by putting the pictures and senders name in
each month of the year and add the honorable mention pictures at the
end. The photo-ready product will be then sent to a printer for
publication.
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Miriam Legett, Volunteer Development

As the "Dog Days of Summer" 2020 are here in NE Oklahoma, we have all
been dealing with intense heat and humidity as well as lower than normal
temperatures and moisture. As our gardens are thriving in this mixed-message
summer hopefully all of you are thriving as well.
Unfortunately, due to the continuing COVID-19 crisis the decision was made to
cancel the August 2020 membership plus speaker meeting. However, there is a
chance that we will have the September meeting if the stars align and luck is on
our side.
Several of our members have mentioned that they feel "disconnected" from the
Master Gardeners due to the lack of meetings and social
interaction. Hopefully, this can be remedied in short order and we can all safely
be together soon.
Be well, stay safe until we can meet again in person.

Collard greens with damage by cabbage worms in Sumathy Vannarth’s garden.

Making an escape!

DON’T YOU JUST HATE THIS WHEN IT HAPPENS?
From MG Sumathy Vannarth: I found some white butterflies with black areas on their wings and lots of green
worms with light stripes down on their backs. The larvae were very active consuming the Georgia collards in my garden earlier this
summer—they did not touch the red cabbage or the red kale! I was able to identify this caterpillar as the imported cabbage worm.
I got rid of the worst of the badly-affected collards and washed the trash can with soapy water. No more imported cabbage worms
in the yard so far.
Spraying with BT (Bacillus thuringiensis) every 1 to 2 weeks will also help control cabbage family pests. SEVIN also is effective. A
suggestion for control is said that if you dampen cabbage leaves and sprinkle them with cornmeal, the caterpillars will eat the meal,
swell, and die.
Georgia collards, Brassica oleracea, are one of the most nutritious of all greens. These greens have large amounts of Vitamin A 36%,
Vitamin C 21% and some minerals.
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GARDEN TIPS FOR AUGUST
Vegetables
• August is a good month to start your fall vegetable garden. Bush beans, cucumbers, and summer squash can be replanted
for another crop. Beets, broccoli, carrots, potatoes, lettuce, and other cool-season crops can also be planted at this time.
(HLA-6009).
• Soak vegetable seed overnight prior to planting. Once planted, cover them with compost to avoid soil crusting. Mulch
to keep planting bed moist and provide shade during initial establishment. Monitor and control insect pests that prevent a
good start of plants in your fall garden.
Fruit and Nut
• Continue protective insect applications on the fruit orchard. A good spray schedule is often abandoned too early. Follow
directions on last application prior to harvest. (EPP-7319)
Flowers
• Towards the end of the month, divide and replant spring-blooming perennials like iris, peonies, and daylilies if needed.
Lawn and Turf
• Grassy winter weeds like Poa annua, better known as annual bluegrass, can be prevented with a pre-emergence
herbicide application in late August. Water in the product after application. (HLA-6420) Do not apply pre-emergent
herbicide in areas where you plan to drop wildflower or other bi-ennial seeds.
• Areas of turf with large brown spots should be checked for high numbers of grubs. Mid-to-late August is the best time to
control heavy white grub infestations in the lawn. Apply appropriate insecticide if white grubs are a problem. Water
product into soil. (HLA-7306)
• Tall fescue should be mowed at 3 inches during the hot summer and up to 3½ inches if it grows under heavier shade.
(HLA-6420)
• For areas being converted to tall fescue this fall, begin spraying out bermudagrass with a product containing glyphosate
in early August. (HLA6419)
• Irrigated warm-season lawns can be fertilized once again; apply 0.5 lb. Nitrogen/1,000 square feet in early to midAugust.
Trees and Shrubs
• Discontinue deadheading roses by mid-August to help initiate winter hardiness.
• Watch for second generation of fall webworm in late August/early September. Remove webs that enclose branches and
destroy or spray with good penetration with an appropriate insecticide.
General
• Water compost during extremely dry periods so that it remains active. Turn the pile to generate heat throughout for
proper sterilization.
• Always follow directions on both synthetic and natural pesticide products. Watch for high populations of caterpillars,
aphids, spider mites, thrips, scales, and other insects on plant material in the garden and landscape and treat as needed.
(EPP-7306)
• Water all plants thoroughly unless rainfall has been adequate. It is better to water more in depth, less often and early in
the morning.
Tulsa Master Gardeners August 2020 newsletter
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Sharing our summer….
At left: Queen Anne’s Lace- some say it is an invasive
weed
Photos at left and below by Kay Waterman

Chuhuly glass sculpture—Crystal Bridges museum

Nancy Baldridge with prize tomato.

Sumathy Vannarth’s side yard an explosion of color.
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American Robin a new resident of my garden
Photos and text by Sumathy Vannarth

This American robin, a song bird, chose my
garden as her residence to have her babies in June 2020.
She had brown back, reddish orange underparts and
whitish feathers around her eyes, yellow bill, brown legs
and feet. She built a sturdy nest with twigs, mud and dry
grass under dense green vegetation on a tall crepe
myrtle shrub. Three light blue eggs were laid in the nest
and the bird incubated them by laying on them. About
15 days later the eggs hatched. The chicks, with closed
Sadly, the empty nest on June 25, 2020

eyes and naked bodies with sparse whitish down, were hatched over three days. One day later the nest
was found to be empty and two chicks were on the ground, one living and one dead. It is reported that
only 25% of young American robins survive.
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Yellow Nutsedge - A Turfgrass Imposter
Rain in late July is always welcome in Oklahoma, giving our turfgrass (and our water bill!)
some relief from the heat and relentless sun. Not only the turfgrass benefits, though...other lawn
weeds, like yellow nutsedge (nutgrass), embrace it with new unwanted growth and vigor - such
that most homeowners may mistake the weed invasion for a “healthy stand of grass”.
Yellow nutsedge is the common name for the scientific Cyperus esculentus. This perennial
weed is also known as chufa, watergrass or nutgrass, and can be found throughout North
America. It has an aggressive vegetative growth habit and like warm
season turfgrasses, enjoys full sun and proper irrigation in the heat of the
summer.
It can grow to a height of 2.5 feet, but in most frequently-mowed lawns
never reaches that height. It can blend in well amongst your turfgrass
until the encroachment is complete. Learning to identify the plant and
careful observation and chemical and cultural control measures are key
to heading off this pervasive plant.
Yellow nutsedge is a sedge - not a grass - but is a perennial grass-like
weed. Stems are triangular in cross-section. The underground stems are
called rhizomes, and their small tuber “nutlets” form the survival
structure that allow nutsedge to overwinter and propagate in the spring.
Understanding the plant’s structure helps to identify yellow nutsedge,
and once identified, can guide you to the appropriate herbicide.
Yellow nutsedge is a tough perennial plant and eradication will take effort. Pulling or digging
which does not kill or remove the nutlets is largely ineffective. Because yellow nutsedge
propagates by root structure and not seed, a systemic chemical herbicide is the most effective
strategy to eliminate regrowth. Cultivating healthy turfgrass in its place should help prevent
further infestations. Larger and older infestations will likely require multiple applications of a
selective, systemic postemergence herbicide. These should be used in late spring/early summer
before the nutsedge spreads vegetatively by its network of propagation structures.
Consult OSU Fact Sheet HLA-6421 to identify the selective herbicides
designed for grassy weed control. Become familiar with the best timing
for application, the efficacy to the target, potential risk to surrounding turf
and vegetation, and the overall safety precautions for application. Always
carefully read, understand, and follow label instructions when using any
herbicide product. Do not let a turfgrass imposter like yellow nutsedge
take over your lawn! Plan a late spring chemical control strategy for your
nutsedge problem by consulting the Oklahoma Cooperative Extension
Service website.
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The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that no discrimination
is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs.

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and
regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion,
disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment,
financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email:
eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies. Any person who believes that discriminatory practices have
been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title
IX Coordinator 405-744-9154.
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