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SPRING FELLOWSHIP CANCELLED 

Co-President’s Corner                 Butch Kindley 

 May is Older Americans’ Month.  Since many of us are older 
Americans, it seems appropriate that we celebrate our 
accomplishments.  

 
The teaching garden is starting to look good but still needs some 
work.  We have not had a group workday but have had one or 
two volunteers at a time plant and pull weeds.  We hope to have 
the garden open for visitors sometime after Memorial Day.  
 
The hoop house is in good shape.  The beds are planted and we 
have donated some cool season crops to Safe Net.   Thank you 
Carrie Mayfield for selling greenhouse plants for us.  I'm not sure 
what she has left.  We still have some tomato plants, crepe 
myrtles,  and  Asclepias tuberosa in the hoop house if anyone 
would like to make arrangements to purchase some.  We may 
sell some tomato plants at the farmers market.  Thank you also 
to other master gardeners who started plants and sold from their 
homes for our organization.  
 
Longtime master gardener Renata Sears has 60 different colors 
of iris, which is about 50 colors more than I knew there 
were.  She would like to trade colors with anyone who has 
different colors.  You can reach her at searsre@tulsaschools.org 
to make arrangements to trade or tour her garden.  
 
Unless there is a major change, we will not have our spring 
fellowship in May.   I do not have any info on any of our other 
activities at the present time.   We are part of OSU so we have to 
follow their guidelines, as well as state, county, and city 
regulations.  
 
I am not worried about coronavirus myself  but I certainly would 
not risk exposing anyone else so I will try to stay safe.  Most of 
the people I associate with are in the high-risk category because 
of age, health, or both.  Even our pets are susceptible, cats more 
so than dogs.  I do get outside and the sunshine and fresh air are 
supposed to help kill the virus.   
 

                      
INSIDE: Messages from our leaders 

  Plant sale update 

  Teaching Garden 

  Sharing our gardens 

  MG Classroom update 

  Memorials 

  Wisdom from John Haase 

  May Horticultural Tips 

   Bagworms 

   Pecans and Zinc     

               Tips to save water 

     Rose alternatives 

               Transplant tomatoes 

   ByLaws 

   Events Calendar
     

         

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY –   WE WANT YOU! 
We would like to complete photographing our members 
for the pictorial directory.   We need mug shots of 
 Linda Callery  Floyd Culp 
Jedie Dunn  Ellis and Mae Flanagan 
Henry Harrison  Dora Johnson 
Pam Larkin  Patti Moree 
Donald O’Connor  Doris Olson 
Sarah Steele  Tina Gates 
Or if  you are also missing in action and would like to be 
included in the 2020  MG Directory and are not listed 
here—we hope to arrange a photo session when the 
Rogers County Building re-opens.    We will be in touch by 
email  or phone.  Kay Waterman 
   Kay Alexander 
 

             

http://www.mgaroco.com/
mailto:searsre@tulsaschools.org
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YouTube has podcasts from Tulsa master gardeners, Xerces Society and Oklahoma Gardening.  Since most activities were cancelled 
this spring, this might be a way to earn education hours.  
 
Prayers go out to master gardeners Trudy Hedgpath, JoAnn Lynch and Miriam Legett, each of whom has lost a loved one recently.  
I pray that we all stay safe and get back to normal soon.  Then I can write about other interesting things such as the murder hornet.  
            --Butch 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Plant Sale Committee Update 
 
Well, the Spring Plant Sale was postponed and then cancelled. But, we did sell some 
plants.  Cheri Murray was super generous, and sold homegrown vegetable plants 
and herbs to the public from the porch of her house giving all proceeds to MGARC.  
Cheri grows vegetable plants every year for the sale, and we are so grateful for her 
contributions.   
 
Another Master Gardener member, Carrie Mayfield, has taken in our hoop house 
grown and Jim Stone’s grown tomatoes, eggplant, milkweed (tuberosa) and liatris.  
She is selling them for us at Aunt Carrie’s Garden of Claremore.   
 
Finally, on May 9th, we will make our first appearance at the Claremore Farmers’ 
Market.  Tomatoes will be on sale, due to COVID 19, as only food bearing plants can 
be sold at this time.   
 
So, while the sale was a bust, some proceeds are coming in due to amazing 
members.  A special thanks to Butch Kindley and Connie and Clark Shilling who 
started plants at the hoop house and continue to take care of them.     
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The sad look of the Teaching Garden is starting to come around!  We are blessed with those that have been able to start 
the pulling of gazillions of weeds and make it lovely again . It was nice to get out there with a couple others and plant 
and weed.                                   Blessings, Eileen Plemmons   

 
 
 

The English Roses from My Garden, 5/6/2020               By Summathy Vannarth 

 
The English Roses are produced in Europe by breeding summer 
flowering old roses with repeat flowering old roses of China in the 19th 
century. The flowers may be single-flower, semi -double or rosette-
shapes. The flower may be deeply-cupped, shallow-cupped or dome-
shaped.  They are the most disease-free rose, are very fragrant and 
bloom continuously.  I 
do not use any 
chemical spray. Roses 
are considered 
“Queen of the Garden 
Flowers” and reported 
that no other flower so 
beautifully says 
 “I love you”.   

I had no trouble growing the English Roses in my garden.  
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My water flag iris have spread to circle the pond.  I started 
with four plants that my mother-in-law gave me about 15 
years ago and they have spread all by themselves.  Love 
those pass-along plants and have shared a lot of these                                             
Jeanne Holt, MG  
 

Although several iris types grow in wet soil, true water iris is a 
semi-aquatic or bog plant that grows best in shallow water deep 
enough to cover the crown year-round. As a colorful flowering 
plant, the water iris makes an attractive backdrop for any goldfish 
pond. When planted in the shallow margins, the foliage keeps 
pond predators away. Water iris plants are known to be one of the 
best aquatic plants to remove toxins from the water. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Phyllis Stearnes reports: 
I went through my list of schools about the second week of April after I 
recuperated from the sadness of not being able to do our April 
classes.  I was pleasantly surprised that despite school being 
cancelled we still reached 25 classes the week before spring break.  
We had a total of 515 students and 13 volunteers participate. That 
was a busy week.  Glad we got an early start. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                
     

Planting the path for pollinators! 
An initiative of the Oklahoma Monarch & Pollinator Collaborative, a statewide group of 40+ 
organizations and citizens working together to ensure thriving Monarch migrations for 
generations to come.  Okiesformonarchs.org 
 
 

 

http://www.okiesformonarchs.org/about/
http://www.okiesformonarchs.org/
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John Legett’s Garden                     By Miriam Legett, MG   

 
This story begins in 2003 when two wounded souls, a country man and a city woman, having been widowed 
within weeks of each other, became friends and then much more. We met on a support site for 
widows/widowers. Eventually, "the little Yankee" came to Claremore for a visit and then more visits. In late 
2004 the decision was made that I would move to Claremore to be with John.  
 
My husband John encouraged my love of gardening. As I took the Master Gardener classes, he stayed home 
researching techniques, composting, soils and plants. As someone who had grown up in the upper Midwest I 
was used to rich, black, grow-anything-in-it soil which needed no amendments. John was used to the soils of 
his property and home. He would smile indulgently while I planted and killed plants (some would call it 
experimentation) trying to find the right combination which would thrive in Rogers County soils. There were 
so many plants, so many I'd never seen before. My familiar plants of old failed to thrive in Oklahoma's heat, 
humidity and ice storms.  
 
In 2016, while I was volunteering for many things with the Master Gardeners, John began a labor of love and a 
lasting legacy.  
 
Under the old oak tree in our front yard is a shade garden. It took my wonderful, amazing husband two  years 
of sitting on the ground, digging out this garden to the precise depth, removing roots and weeds with his bare 
hands, then adding the rich home-made soils he mixed by hand.  
 
For a man with COPD 
and chronic kidney 
disease, this was an 
arduous, time- 
consuming endeavor. 
When the garden was 
finished it was a pristine 
canvas for his Yankee to 
fill it in with life, color 
and vibrancy.  
 
When I asked him what 
types of plants he would 
like to see in this garden, 
he told me  "You know 
what you're doing so just 
pick the plants."  
 
This year John's Garden has bloomed in all of its potential and glory. This month it became John's Memorial 
Garden, a lasting legacy to my husband, his life, our life together and the love we shared. Many years ago I 

was told that as long as we speak their name and remember them our loved ones are never forgotten. 
John's life will never be forgotten and his garden will remain a perennial reminder of what love can 
accomplish. 
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Ice Cream and Motorcycles 

     By Trudy Hedgpath,  

     MG Class of 2013 

Kenneth Marvin Hutchins passed away on 

Thursday, April 9, 2020.  He was 68 

years old.  He was born September 9, 1951 in 

Enid, Oklahoma, one of three children, to Roy 

and Pauline (Wichert) Hutchins.  Kenneth grew 

up in the Chelsea area and lived in Rogers 

County most of his life.  Kenneth was an active 

member of First Christian Church where he 

served as a deacon and on various committees.  

He was a member of Elks Lodge #1230 in 

Claremore. 

 

Kenneth was a member of the Friends United Riding Club Chapter #1 based out of Claremore.  

His hobbies included small engine repair, wood working, motorcycle riding, boating, fishing 

and gardening.   

 

I met Kenneth on a Sunday 

afternoon ice cream ride with 

my motorcycle club to Pig-N-

Out in Salina on August 18, 

2013.  Ever since we met, we 

were best friends and 

companions.  We enjoyed each 

other's company and took care 

of one another.  Kenneth 

always helped me take care of 

my property. I will miss him 

very much.  

 

Places we traveled together 

included Herman, MO; Emerald Isle, NC; Unionville, MO; Eureka Springs, AR; Harrison, AR; 

Bentonville, AR; Biloxi, MS; Nashville, TN; New Orleans, LA; Phoenix, AZ; Grand Canyon, 

AZ; Helen, GA; Denver, CO; Dauphin Island, AL; Park City, UT; Branson, MO; Alexandria, 

VA: Fredericksburg, TX and Austin, TX.   

 

When we were home we enjoyed attending local concerts, high school athletic games, camping, 

grilling, boating, fishing, holidays, motorcycle riding with friends, blueberry picking, 

gardening, canning, family weddings and church activities together. 
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Springtime 2020  
           By John Haase 

      Article and photos 

This spring will be remembered for many 
years to come. Not for spring blooms, Easter 
celebrations, large weddings, or even taking 
mom out to eat.  
Some will remember it as a scary time – of 
loss and uncertainty. Others will remember it 

as a loss of employment, stock market loss,   
and a loss of personal freedoms.  

 
Others will carry on about conspiracies and “hoaxes” that 
somehow this naturally occurring virus was manufactured 
and purposefully spread to cause death, destruction and 
calamity in business, politics, and the pursuit of happiness. 
  
Master Gardeners and some others I know are different than 

all this.  
 
While Master Gardeners have 
experienced great loss, sadness, 
uncertainty and other challenges 
during this pandemic – they have a 
deeper sense of connection. A connection with nature, with 
community, and with spirituality which rise above heartache, pain and 
suffering. 
  
I believe we will get back to a calmer and more peaceful condition- 
where we can gather together, laugh and 
cry with one another, share food, stories, 

memories and fun – it will be in person- not 
on a screen or through a phone. 
  
I am proud and glad to know all of the Master Gardeners of  
Rogers County!                           John Haase  

       MGARC coordinator  
  

Fig. 1  Ephemeral flowers in my yard 

Fig. 2  Bumblebee on cherry laurel 

Fig. 3 Redbud blooms 

Fig. 4  Our dog Cali 
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TIPS FOR MAY      

David Hillock, OSU Extension Consumer Horticulturist 

Go to the MGARC website  www.mgaroco.com  for David’s articles on choosing  and planting deciduous trees for 
the landscape. 

Trees and Shrubs  Prune and feed azaleas immediately after blooming.  Insect Alert: (EPP-7306)  

Bagworms on juniper and arborvitae. (Late May)  Elm leaf beetles and larvae on elms. (Late May)  Mimosa 

webworms on mimosa and honeylocust.   Lace bugs on sycamore, pyracantha and azalea.   Pine needle 

disease treatments are needed in mid-May.  

 Turfgrass  Cool-season lawns can be fertilized again. If you did not fertilize cool-season grasses in March 

and April, do so now.   Warm-season lawns may be fertilized again in May. (HLA-6420)  Seeding of warm-

season grasses such as bermudagrass, buffalo grass, zoysia grass and centipede grass is best performed  mid-

May through the end of June. The soil temperatures are warm enough for germination and adequate growing 

season is present to promote winter hardiness.  

 Dollar spot disease of lawns can first become visible in mid-May. Make certain fertilizer applications have 

been adequate before ever applying a fungicide. (EPP-7658)  Nutsedge plants become visible during this 

month. Post-emergent treatments are best applied for the first time this month. Make certain warm-season 

grasses have completed green-up.  

 The second application of pre-emergent annual grass herbicides can be applied in late May or early June, 

depending upon timing of first application. Check label for details.  Vegetative establishment of warm-season 

grasses can continue. (HLA-6419)  

 Flowers  Annual bedding plants can be set out for summer color.   Plant summer bulbs such as cannas, 

dahlias, elephant ear, caladiums and gladiolus.  Shake a leaf over white paper to look for spider mites.  If the 

tiny specks begin to crawl, mites are present.  

 Water Gardens  Clean out water garden and prepare for season. Divide and repot water garden plants.  Begin 

feeding fish when water temperatures are over 50°F.  

 Fruits and Vegetables  Plant watermelon, cantaloupe, cucumber, eggplant, okra, sweet potatoes, etc.  Fruit 

spray programs should be faithfully continued during the next several weeks.  Late May is the best time to control 

borers in the orchard.  Check for label recommendations and controls. 

     ********************************* 

 

 

Bagworms 
David Hillock, OSU Extension Consumer Horticulturist 

Bagworms can be a real nuisance on many plants. In Oklahoma the most common hosts are eastern 

redcedar, other junipers, and arborvitae. Other hosts sometimes damaged include pines, spruce, bald 

cypress, maple, boxelder, sycamore, willow, black locust, oaks, and roses. The bagworm has been 

recorded on 128 different plant species in various parts of the United States. 

Symptoms: Bagworm larvae damage their hosts by feeding on the foliage. Heavy infestations can 

completely defoliate small plants. Defoliation usually kills hosts such as redcedar and other junipers. 

Broadleaf hosts are not killed, but are weakened and become more susceptible to borers and diseases. 

http://www.mgaroco.com/
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David Hillock—Bagworms, continued: 

Life Cycle: The overwintered eggs (in the year-old female bags) begin to hatch in late April or early 

May and the young larvae begin to feed and construct bags immediately. The first evidence of an 

infestation is normally a small bag, about 1/4 inch long, standing almost on end. As larvae grow, silk 

and fragments of the host plant foliage are added to the bag until it reaches 1 1/2 or 2 inches long. 

When larvae are mature they fasten the bag to a plant stem with silk. Pupation occurs in the bag in 

August and males emerge in late August and September. They engage in a mating flight in search of 

the wingless females still inside their bags. After mating the female lays several hundred white eggs 

inside her old pupal case, drops from the bag, and dies. There is one generation per year. 

Description: Adult males are small, clear winged moths with a black, hairy body and a wingspread of 

about 1 inch. Mature larvae have a dark brown abdomen and the head and thorax are white, spotted 

with black. Adult females are wingless, have no functional legs, eyes, or antennae, and are almost 

maggot-like in appearance. The female’s body is soft, yellowish white, 

and practically naked except for a circle of woolly hairs at the posterior 

end of the abdomen. They are about 1 inch long. Both larvae and adult 

females are found in silken bags on the host plants.  

Cultural control: Infestations can be reduced by handpicking bags 

(and overwintering eggs within bags) during fall, winter, or spring 

before eggs hatch.Eggs remain viable within bags so be sure to destroy 

bags upon removal by crushing or burning them. When larvae become 

active, bagworms can still be removed by hand if the numbers are 

small and the affected host plants are small enough to reach the 

canopy. Again, take care to destroy the bags once they are removed.  

Biological control: There are several naturally occurring parasitic 

wasps and predatory insects that attack bagworms. The activity of these 

natural enemies apparently explains the fluctuation in bagworm 

populations observed from year to year. 

Chemical control: Chemical controls are most effective if applied early when larva are small.  In 

Oklahoma, it is normally a good practice to make applications of insecticide by early June.  

Bacillus thuringiensis  var. kurstaki, a bacterial insecticide, is reported to provide good control of 

bagworms. Also effective are products that contain the active ingredient spinosad, another microbial 

agent.  These insecticides must be ingested by the caterpillars in order to achieve kill, so be patient as it 

will take some time to see results.  Repeat applications may be needed later in the summer in order to 

keep susceptible plants free of bagworms.  

This is not due to the occurrence of multiple generations. Rather, not all eggs will hatch at the same 

time in some years and there may be migration of larvae between host plants.  In most years, treatment 

in early June will catch most of the emerging larvae and provide fairly good, season long control.  

The larger, older larvae can be controlled with products containing acephate (Orthene), carbaryl 

(Sevin), bifenthrin, cyfluthrin, and lambda cyhalothrin. 
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 Zinc in Pecan Trees 

Becky Carroll, Associate Extension Specialist, Fruit and Pecans 

 

Zinc is one of the essential nutrients 

needed for plant growth. 

 

 In zinc-deficient pecan trees, symptoms of 

wavy leaf margins, short internodes 

(rosetting), and smaller leaves may be 

noticeable. 

  

In larger slower growing trees, symptoms may 

not be visible but hidden deficiencies may be 

found when using leaf tissue analysis.  

 

Zinc deficiencies are commonly seen in most 

pecan growing areas across the state. Most pecan growers in Oklahoma use foliar zinc 

applications. On young trees, 

begin spraying when new leaves are unfurling. One to two pounds of zinc sulfate (36%) in 100 

gallons of water can be applied every two weeks until the trees stop growing in mid-July. 

Sprays should be applied until run-off. These can be combined with insecticide or fungicide 

applications. Young leaves are more efficient at taking up the zinc, so early season applications 

are most helpful.  

 

In mature trees, apply zinc with other needed early season sprays or apply about 3 to 4 times  

early season about 2 weeks between applications. Zinc sulfate should be applied at rates of 4 to 

6 pounds per acre.  Many zinc products are available to use as a foliar application. Many of 

those products contain nitrogen or chelated zinc. Many of the liquid formulations of zinc and 

nitrogen are mixed at about 1½ quarts per 100 gallons of water. Follow label instructions for 

mixing and application rates.  

 

Some growers believe that the nitrogen helps with zinc absorption. These nitrogen applications 

will not be enough to provide all the nitrogen needed to the tree. Other forms of nitrogen will 

need to be incorporated in the management plan.  

Be sure to measure and mix well prior to spraying. Zinc and nitrogen can burn foliage if not 

applied properly. 

 

In soils with low pH readings, or less than 6.0, zinc can be available to the tree from the soil. In 

higher pH soils, the zinc will be unavailable. Chelated zincs are best applied to the soil rather 

than zinc sulfate. Chelated zinc products are released slowly and are more available to the tree.  

Zinc sulfate quickly becomes tied up with soil particles. 
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Rose Alternatives 
Casey Hentges, Oklahoma Gardening Host 

 

Roses have been a staple in gardens for hundreds of years and with such elegant, colorful, fragrant flowers it is 

no wonder we all want them in our garden.  Unfortunately, with their popularity and being planted in such large 

quantities, it is no wonder we have disease and insect issues.  As Rose Rosette continues to claim more and 

more roses, you may want to consider some rose alternatives.  While there is no absolute substitution for a rose, 

stop and consider the qualities of a rose you want the most – is it the color or the fragrance? 

 

If you are looking for a shrub with fragrance, you might consider Abelia or Buddleia. 

 

There are so many different cultivars of Abelia on the market now, but most of them range in size between 3-5 

feet tall.  Their tubular shaped flowers can range from pink to white and have a sweet fragrance you can smell 

as you walk by and this shrub will continue to produce these delicate flowers from summer until frost.  The 

foliage is semi-evergreen and again depending on which cultivar you can range from glossy green to an array of 

variegation with the “twist of” series.  There is twist of Lime with more yellow leaves, twist of Lemon with 

copper-tinged yellow leaves, twist of Vanilla that is green and white, and twist of orange that is green and 

shades of orange.  If you can’t decide which variegation to get there is ‘Kaleidoscope’ which is a variegated 

Abelia that has shades of green, yellow, orange, and red. 

 

Buddleia or Butterfly Bush is another alternative fragrant shrub.  They are great nectar plants for pollinators.  

They come in various shades of white, pink, purple, and blue and many of them can easily get to 5-10 feet tall 

but there are several cultivars that stay much shorter now.  

Water Saving Tips 
David Hillock 

 

Plants need water, but how you water and how much you water can make a big difference in 

plant health and how much your pocket book is affected. Below are some tips on how to water so 

you don’t waste water or money and have healthy plants. 

 

• Water deeply, but infrequently. Allowing the water to soak into the ground and letting the 

soil dry out between watering forces plants to produce strong, deep roots. 

• Mulch. Mulch retains soil moisture, prevents erosion, controls weeds, and increases soil 

quality. 

• Install a rain sensor. A rain senor turns the irrigation system off during and immediately 

after a rain event. 

• Don’t water hardscapes. Make sure sprinklers are watering the lawn and not the street or 

sidewalks. 

• Avoid heavy pruning. Pruning stimulates growth and your plants will require more water. 

• Mature plants require less water. Mature plants and trees have deep root systems and can 

be watered less frequently. 

• Use a rain gauge. Typically, lawns requires 1 inch of water per week to stay healthy and 

up to 2 inches per week to stay green in the summer. 

• Take advantage of your downspouts. Direct the downspout to your garden rather than 

draining towards the street. 

• Fix or replace broken sprinkler heads. Take the broken irrigation head with you when 

buying a new one to ensure you get the right one. 
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Casey Hentges, Rose Alternatives, continued: 

 

 ‘Miss Molly’, not only will grab your attention with its fragrance, but its rich sangria colored flowers will also 

make you stop and take notice.  ‘Miss Molly’ will max out at about 4-5 feet tall.  If that is still too tall for your 

space, another cultivar called ‘Blue Chip Jr.’ is very compact only reaching a height of 18-30 inches.   

 

If you are less concerned with fragrance and more concerned with color, there are some alternatives as well.   

 

You have probably heard of St. John’s Wort, but think more of the herbal supplement rather than the shrub.  St. 

John’s Wort or Hypericum is also a great landscape plants for Oklahoma.  It has bright yellow flower that cover 

the 3-5 foot shrub in late spring making it a great substitution for a yellow rose.  Additionally, as roses get hips 

on them after they bloom, hypericums have orange to reddish berries in the fall.    

 

Ruellia or Mexican Petunia, while it is not a shrub it will tend to spread into a mass that will look like a shrub 

that stand about 3 feet tall.  It has dark green foliage and has blooms in shades of light pink and purple.   

 

Salvia greggii or Autumn Sage is another plant that will not disappoint with its floral display.  These come in a 

range of colors from white, to pale yellow, to hot pink and red.  ‘Hot Lips’ is bicolored with both red and white.  

With bright colors they are also a great pollinator plant and hummingbirds love them.  Another great thing 

about this plant is that once it is established they are can handle drier soils as well.  

 

There are so many great hardy hibiscus and although the tropical ones tend to be a bit more colorful, the hardy 

hibiscus have quite a range in color also with reds, whites, pinks, and bicolors.  They come in a range of heights 

from 2 feet to 8 feet, but what you have to love about this plant is the massive flowers! 

 

Related to the hardy hibiscus are the old fashion Rose of Sharon shrub, which come in a range of sizes and 

colors.  ‘Lil’ Kim’ which only reaches a height of 3-4 feet tall is one of the shorter cultivars on the market now.   

 

There are more options out there, and it is always hard to deal with losing plants, but when a plant dies or 

finally succumbs to a disease don’t take it as discouragement, instead look at it as an opportunity to try 

something new.  For a more extensive list of shrub alternatives look at Fact Sheet HLA-6439 - Selecting Shrubs 

for the Landscape. 

 

Oklahoma Gardening Video - https://youtu.be/1lPN9zTMJro 

 

Transplanting Tomatoes 

David Hillock, OSU Extension Consumer Horticulturist 

For more information on growing tomatoes refer to Extension Fact Sheet, HLA-6012 Growing Tomatoes in the Home 

Garden. 

Tomatoes are one of the most popular vegetables for homeowners to grow and now is the time 

to get them planted if you haven’t done so already. 

Two main types of tomatoes are available, determinant and indeterminate types. Determinate 

types set all their fruit at one time, while indeterminate types produce fruit over a longer time 

period. We typically grow indeterminate types in the home garden; however, determinate 

tomatoes are ideal for small spaces and containers or if you plan to can your tomatoes for later 

use.  

http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-5816/HLA-6439web2018.pdf
http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-5816/HLA-6439web2018.pdf
https://youtu.be/1lPN9zTMJro
http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-1392/HLA-6012web2013.pdf
http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-1392/HLA-6012web2013.pdf
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David Hillock, Tomato Transplanting, continued: 

When selecting tomato cultivars for the vegetable garden one consideration is disease 

resistance. Consider selecting varieties resistant to Fusarium wilt and nematodes since these are 

problems in all areas of Oklahoma. 

The ideal tomato transplant should be six to eight inches tall and dark green, with a stocky stem 

and well-developed root system. Normally, six to eight weeks are required to produce this type 

of plant from seed. When selecting plants at the garden center, don’t be fooled into to buying 

the biggest, tallest tomato plants, a short, stocky plant is a better choice.  

The number of plants needed, will depend on your planned use. If your family is interested in 

having only fresh fruit, plant three to five plants per person. If you intend to can or freeze fruits, 

then five to ten plants per person should be grown. 

Tomatoes should be set in the garden 

when the weather has warmed and the 

soil temperature is above 60°F. These 

conditions usually occur about April 

5 in southern Oklahoma and about 

April 25 in northwestern Oklahoma. 

Temperatures below 50°F impair 

tomato growth. Tomatoes will 

produce roots along portions of the 

buried stem. So to help increase the 

root system, plant tomatoes fairly 

deep. Pull off the lowest set of leaves 

or even two sets if the stems are very compact, and then set the plants to the depth of the lowest 

set of remaining leaves. This is much different than the way we plant most other plants, but is 

very beneficial for establishing a strong root system 

Sometimes the only tomato transplants we can find are long and leggy. To plant these, we will 

dig short trenches about four inches deep and lay the plants down in the trench. Set the plant in 

the trench and turn the top upward, leaving the top six inches of the plant exposed above the 

soil line as you fill the soil back in. This will allow roots to develop along the buried portion of 

the stem and you will end up with a much stronger plant than if you left the long leggy stem 

above ground. 

Tomatoes are set two feet apart. Planting them in a line will make it easier to stake the plants 

later. A stake and weave system works very well in holding up the plants. 

It is best to set out tomato plants in the evening or on a cloudy day to keep the plants from 

wilting and getting too dry. Mulching tomatoes is very important to provide even moisture and 

prevent fruit from cracking. Place a two to three-inch layer of organic material such as compost, 

leaves or hay around the growing plants. Compost, which is dark, will help keep the soil warm. 

Once the temperatures rise, cover the compost with straw, which has more of a cooling effect. 

. Casey Hentges, Rose Alternatives, continued:
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BYLAWS AND STANDING RULES – WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL?!? 
 

Several members have asked why are we dragging out this process in changing the Bylaws and 
Standing Rules? “Why don’t we take a vote on it and be done with it?” And, “What are they 
anyway?” 
 
Bylaws and Standing Rules are necessary from both a legal and a practical point of view. Legally, 
all non-profit organizations must have bylaws. Practically speaking, bylaws are necessary to 
effectively run an organization. They should be reviewed for accuracy periodically and changed 
as necessary to meet the needs of the organization. When a change is needed it must be done 
publicly within the organization and the members must be given an opportunity to debate the 
change and offer amendments if they desire. In order to accomplish this Roberts Rules of Order 
requires the change to be read to the membership and offer debate on the matters during 
three consecutive meetings. A vote then may be taken at the third meeting to pass or reject the 
change.    
 
The current Bylaws and Standing Rules will always be posted on our website. Want to find out 
what our mission is? Look at Article II in our Bylaws. What does it take to be a member of 
Master Gardeners Association of Rogers County? The answers are in Article III. Article IV tells 
you what the officer structure is along with their terms of office and what their duties are in our 
organization. 
 
In addition to the officers we have a governing Association Board. What it is, who sits on it and 
the duties of these individuals are found in Article V. Our monthly meetings and special 
meetings are conducted as required in Article VI.  
 
Each Board member (except for the elected officers) is an appointed chairperson for one of 
eight standing committees. These committees organize and carry out events and activities 
critical to our mission. Elected officers may also be a standing committee chairperson, but they 
only get one vote on the Association Board. These committees are detailed in Article VII. 
 
The Standing rules exist solely to supplement the Bylaws. They might add more detail to a given 
Bylaws requirement or they may carve out an exception to a Bylaws provision. 
 
Tom Maier 
Co-President      
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May Spring Fellowship--Cancelled 

 

Figure 5  Cancelled 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that no discrimination 
is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs. 

 

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX 
of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and 

regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 

disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, 
financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email: 

eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies. Any person who believes that discriminatory practices have 

been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title 
IX Coordinator 405-744-9154. 
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