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	I		was	on	a	long	line	at	7:45	am	today	at	Safeway	
that	opens	at	8	for	seniors	only.		
A	young	man	came	from	the	parking	lot	and	tried	
to	cut	in	at	the	front	of	the	line,	but	an	old	lady	
beat	him	back	into	the	parking	lot	with	her	cane.			
	
He	returned	and	tried	to	cut	in	again	but	an	old	
man	punched	him	in	the	gut,	then	kicked	him	to	
the	ground	and	rolled	him	away.		
	
As	he	approached	the	line	for	the	3rd	time	he	
said...	"If	you	old	geezers	don't	let	me	unlock	the	
door,	you'll	never	get	in	there."	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Tulips	and	ornamental	grass	at	the	Teaching	
Garden.			Janice	Hensley	also		points	out	the	rare	
blue		Plastica	flaggia,	at	right.	

	

                                   

    

Co-President’s Corner                 

Butch Kindley 
Spring	is	here,	the	trees	are	mostly	leafed	out,	the	grass	is	
growing,	and	the	wildflowers	are	starting	to	bloom.				
	
We	are	in	the	Easter	and	Passover	seasons.		My	church	usually	
has	an	Easter	carnival,	as	well	as	Good	Friday	and	Easter	services,	
but	everything	will	be	done	at	home	this	year.		
	
Unless	there	is	a	drastic	change	in	policy,	which	is	highly	unlikely,	
we	will	not	have	an	April	meeting.		Hopefully	we	can	have	our	
Spring	Festival	in	May.		
	
April	is	usually	the	busiest	month	for	master	gardeners,	but	not	
this	year.			The	Home	and	Garden	Show	was	cancelled.				Our	
spring	plant	sale	has	been	postponed	but	will	probably	be	
cancelled.		We	had	hoped	to	do	it	later	in	the	spring,	but	we	will	
probably	have	a	fall	plant	sale	instead.		These	are	our	two	major	
fundraisers,	the	first	for	the	teaching	garden	and	the	second	for	
MGARC.	Together,	the	activities	provide	a	major	part	of	our	
budget.		They	pay	for	things	such	as	plants,	supplies	and	our	bus	
trips.		
	
We	had	two	workdays	at	the	hoop	house,	before	the	stay	at	
home	guidelines,	so	the	hoop	house	is	in	pretty	good	shape.		
Some	of	the	plants	at	the	teaching	garden	are	blooming	and	the	
garden	looks	OK	but	it	does	need	weeding	and	some	TLC.			
At	least	we	have	more	time	to	work	in	our	own	gardens	and	
yards.	We	as	an	organization	cannot	plan	too	much	until	the	
safer	at	home	order	is	lifted.		We	may	need	to	come	up	with	new	
ideas	to	earn	education	and	service	hours.		
	
I	have	set	up	a	place	to	exercise	in	my	garage,	since	I	can't	go	to	
my	tai	chi	group	or	go	square	dancing,	but	it	is	not	nearly	as	
much	fun	by	myself,		but	I	am	safer	at	home.		
	
I	saw	a	lot	of	poison	ivy	and	picked	over	a	dozen	ticks	off	my	
body	today,	so	COVID-19	is	not	the	only	thing	we	need	to	be	
aware	of.		That	said,	I	pray	that	each	of	us	and	our	loved	ones	
stay	safe	from	the	coronavirus	and	we	can	get	back	to	normal	
sooner	rather	than	later.	
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Two Invasive Plant Species  
By John Haase                                               
April 7, 2020 
 

 There are some invasive plants that are worse than others. These plants have the illusion of 
capturing our eyes and minds- as they signal us with the lure of attractions. 

Like – plant me, I have pretty flowers!  Plant me! I give nutritious food to birds and wildlife. 
Plant me! I serve a good purpose by 
covering the ground, blocking 
unsightly views, and grow fast! Plant 
me! Most pests don’t bother me.   

So, most gardeners, nursery people, 
range managers and even government 
agencies promote the planting of these 
seemingly great species—only to find out 
(sometimes generations later—that they 
made big mistakes. Here’s a quote and a 
little information from an article I recently 
read:  

 “While not all non-native plants are bad, some imported species are bullies that crowd out native 
plants and damage the diverse ecosystems that many living things depend on,” said James 
Gagliardi, a horticulturist with Smithsonian Gardens. 

Plants with the highest invasive potential are prolific seeders and vigorous growers which have the 
ability to adapt well to a variety of conditions. Native species have not evolved alongside these 
plants and have trouble competing. With few predators and little competition for resources, these 
new plants can displace native flora, reducing plant diversity until a landscape is no longer able to 
support longstanding native plant, animal, and insect communities.   

(Courtesy of Smithsonian Insider –April 19, 2013 - Web Edition) 
 

Most gardeners have learned some of this from classes, workshops, books and articles, however we 
tend to still have that “lure” that certain species are still “ok” and “I’ll just plant a little one right here…it 
won’t become a monster…”  Maybe not in your lifetime.  
 
However-- it might fool you also- by it NOT SPREADING ITSELF -- but its berries-containing seed, 
and other plant parts- by becoming new baby plants - start the evolutionary process of an invasion. 
 
So--I went in my backyard this morning- looking for some invaders I know I have back there- that I 
have been ignoring or denying were really a problem. I found evidence of two invasive species that fit 
all the above “reasons” they are planted by us with seemingly good intentions.  Both are types of 
honeysuckle.  
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Lonicera maackii, Amur Honeysuckle (taken from my property- East of Claremore, OK  
4-07-20) 

  
 
 
Invasive plants-Haase, continued- 
 
 
Here’s some information on both: 
     
Lonicera maackii, commonly called Amur honeysuckle or bush honeysuckle, is native to Manchuria, Japan, 
Korea and China. It was first introduced into the U.S. in 1855. It was originally planted in the U.S. as an 

ornamental shrub, but it quickly escaped gardens and naturalized 
throughout much of the eastern U.S. to the Great Plains into a variety of 
sites including roadsides and railroads, woodland borders, some forests, 
fields, unused or disturbed lands and yard edges.  

 
Once spread into the wild, it can form dense, shrubby, understory colonies 
that eliminate native woody and herbaceous plants. Amur honeysuckle is a 
densely branched, deciduous shrub that typically grows to 15' tall 
(sometimes more). It features tapered, ovate to lanceolate, medium to dark 
green leaves (to 3" long) and tubular, two-lipped, very fragrant summer 
white flowers (1" wide at throat) that age to yellow. Flowers bloom in May-
June.  

 
Flowers give way to juicy, dark red berries which are inedible to humans but 
loved by birds who help spread the seed. It is distinguished from other 
honeysuckles by its short pedicils (nearly sessile flowers and berries).  

              (Extracted from Missouri Botanical Garden- Plant finder website 4-07-20) 
 
 
                         
Another one of this particular species was 

growing in our front yard. I had mistaken it for another 
“tame” species called Fragrant Honeysuckle, Lonicera  
fragrantissima, which was (I thought) not an invasive 
species. But I was wrong about that too!  

                                                                                                             
Invasive bush honeysuckle 

 
I dug that one out last fall- and suffered all the 

next day- with an aching back. But I thought “Hey, it’s OK- I got rid of that invader!”  Only to see many 
more next-door at a neighbor’s property.  I made my mind up then that it was time for herbicide –next 
spring. I had no idea there was a great specimen at 20 feet below our yard in the area we “let go back 
to nature.” 

The next species is one I have dealt with for many years. We actually carried it at our garden center 
for a “good” groundcover or flowering shrub-like ornamental.  This one has been growing in our back 
area for several years. I have applied herbicide to spots in years past... however it keeps returning. 
Probably 1/3 of this 1- acre area we let go “back to nature” is infested with it. 
 
 



Master	Gardeners	–Rogers	County																			 	 March	2020	

4 | P a g e  
 
 
 

 
Invasive plants-Haase, continued- 
 
Lonicera japonica, Japanese honeysuckle (taken from my property- East of Claremore, OK  4-7-20)  

Japanese Honeysuckle 
Lonicera japonica Thunb. 
Honeysuckle family (Caprifoliaceae) 
Origin: Eastern Asia 
Background 
Japanese honeysuckle was introduced to Long Island, New York, in 
1806 for ornamental, erosion control and wildlife uses. 

Distribution and Habitat--Japanese honeysuckle is one of the most 
recognizable and well- established ornamental vines in the U.S. It is 

documented to occur and reported to be invasive throughout the eastern U.S. from Maine to Florida 
and west to Wisconsin and Texas, with scattered occurrences in the Southwest. It is adapted to a wide 
variety of habitats from full sun to shade. 

Ecological Threat--It is a fast-growing vine that twines around stems of shrubs, herbaceous plants and 
other vertical supports. In full sun it forms large tangles that smother and kill vegetation. It can kill 
shrubs and saplings by girdling.    (Extracted from Invasive.org website 4-07-20) 

So, in summary- all I can add is- these and many more invading plant species are here to stay, 
and will keep invading native landscapes, pastures, ranges, right-of ways, parks and riparian 
areas. We cannot (as individuals) manage all those areas- however we can do our part to slow 
the spread of these exotic species by 1. Eradicating them from your property, 2.  Not planting 
any more “invasive” plant species, and 3. Educating others to do the same. 

Hope your spring is best it can be with us “sheltering in place” – it will get better. 
Jap	Honeysuckle	photo-	Courtesy	of	Smithsonian	Insider		
Winter	Honeysuckle	photo-	Courtesy	of	Invasive.org	

Patti Moree:   
Gardening is going along 
slowly but my husband did 
find a robin egg in the nest 
hidden in one of my 
honeysuckle plants.  The 
mama robin was watching 
us from about 20 feet away 
while we checked out the 
nest.  I've attached the 
photo of the nest. That 
would be so cool to see the 
baby birds!  Last year my 
grandson was trimming my 
crape myrtles and found a 
nest with 4 babies.   It was 
so neat to see their little 
fuzzy bodies.    
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Another of Sumathy’s blooms—blue Columbine 

Sumathy  Vannarth shares her 
spring blooms 
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Teaching Garden Update 
        By Janice Hensley 

 
As	you	know,	all	Rogers	County	Master	Gardener	activities	have	either	
been	cancelled	or	postponed.		That	includes	the	Teaching	Garden.			
	
HOWEVER,	there	have	been	a	few	garden	fairies	that	have	weeded	
and	cleaned	up	several	places	in	the	garden.		Thanks	so	much!!!			I		
visited	the	garden	and	there	were	some	very	welcoming	tulips	and	
daffodils	blooming.		The	Japanese	kerria	is	covered	with	bright	
yellow	blooms	and	there	is	a	beautiful	clump	of	large	yellow	Iris	in	
Ruth’s	Garden.		The	perennials	are	doing	their	thing	even	without	
us.		So,	I	am	happy	to	report	the	garden	presents	itself	very	
cheerfully	even	absent	our	work	force.	
			
That	being	said,	as	of	April	6	the	City	of	Claremore	has	entered	a	
“Stay	at	Home	Order”	that	will	be	in	effect	until	April	30.		While	we	
are	conforming	to	OSU’s	mandates,	the	Teaching	Garden	is	certainly	
in	a	City	park.		SO,	we	are	suspending	all	work	at	the	garden,	barring	
an	emergency	–	like	the	Welcome	Center	on	fire!			
	
There	have	been	no	Steering	Committee	meetings,	or	other	
committee	meetings,	that	I	am	aware	of.		We	are	all	on	a	cautious	
“hold”	waiting	for	this	virus	to	pass.		

	
John	has	encouraged	us	that	this	too	shall	pass	and	everything	we	wanted	to	accomplish	this	year	is	still		
out	there	-	with	a	few	revisions!		No	decision	has	been	made	about	our	participation	in	the	Safenet	Tour,	but	surely	we	
will	be	back	at	it	and	have	the	annuals	in	the	ground	by	that	time	(the	first	Saturday	in	June).		Our	perennials	are	really	
coming	on	and	a	clean-up	will	do	wonders.	
	
The	Teaching	Garden	is	still	our	happy	place!		Missing	all	of	you	very	much.					Everybody	be	safe	and	stay	well!!!	
	
	
	
	
Nancy Baldridge: When we moved into our house 3 years ago, the yard had 13 raised beds of various sizes. The 
majority of them were very rotten so we tore them out, reconfigured the garden and my husband built me a Yoder 
greenhouse look-alike. I have potatoes, onions, asparagus, sugar snap peas and spinach up right now and am anxiously 
waiting to plant the warm season plants. Miss seeing everyone and working in the hoop house and teaching garden. Stay 
healthy!! 
	

	
	
Jedie	Dunn:		I don't know if anyone takes Southern 
Living magazine. but this month (April) is an 
interesting double edition. There is a good article 
about the 3X Blooming Encore Azaleas and Buddy 
Lee of Louisiana who developed these shrubs over 
the last half century. There are lots of other 
interesting articles in the magazine, so it offers lots of 
reading for those who are confined.   
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Sheena Webb and Sarah 
Steele:  We had a cold plant sale 
with 29° windchill to start. We 
moved to the screened in porch and 
used heaters to try to keep the 
plants from going into shock. Sales 
we’re slow with the virus and bad 
weather, to try to help elderly we 
offered free delivery and porch 
drop service. To pass time we 
decided to make dandelion jelly.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   SOCIAL DISTANCING — IT WILL PASS 
 
1.  Half of us are going to come out of this quarantine as amazing cooks.  The other half will come out 
with a drinking problem. 
2.  I used to spin the toilet paper like I was on Wheel of Fortune.  Now I turn it like I’m cracking a safe. 
3.  I need to practice social distancing from . . . the refrigerator. 
4.  Still haven’t decided where to go for Easter . . . The Living Room or The Bedroom. 
5.  PSA:  every few days, try your jeans on just to make sure they fit.  Pajamas will have you believing all 
is well in the kingdom. 
6.  Homeschooling is going well. Two students suspended for fighting and 1 teacher fired for drinking on 
the job! 
7.  I don’t think anyone expected that when we changed the clocks we’d go from Standard Time to 
Twilight Zone. 
8.  This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her cat.  It was obvious she thought her cat understood her.  
I came into the house, told my dog . . . we laughed a lot. 
9.  So, after this quarantine, will the producers of My 600 Pound life just find me or do I find them? 
10.  Quarantine Day 5:  Went to this restaurant called THE KITCHEN.  You have to gather all the 
ingredients and make your own meal.  I have no clue how this place is still in business! 
11.  My body has absorbed so much soap and disinfectant lately that when I pee it cleans the toilet. 
12.  Day 5 of Homeschooling:  One of these little monsters called in a bomb threat. 
13.  Day 6 of Homeschooling:  My child just said “I hope I don’t have the same teacher next year.”  I’m 
offended. 
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	Kaitlyn Adams, one of the new intern MG:   I spotted some 

lovely little pollinators on our 
apple tree!  
 
This will be the second year that it 
will (hopefully) bear fruit. It's 
already 5 years old, but each 
year (until last year) our goats 
would eat everything off it.    
 
These photos were taken April  
6th. I do believe this little lady is a 
carpenter bee, but I will have to 
double check to see for certain!   
 
 Stay safe and healthy!!  
 
 

Delores Wall: With all of us being in quarantine, the flowers 
don't know that. My daffodils were beautiful, and now the iris have 
started blooming. Unfortunately, the weeds are growing well too.  

 
 

 Grace Aquino:   
Nirvana on earth in one word: Magic!  
As you enter the Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory a feeling of tranquility 
soaks in, as you submerge in the wonderful sights and sounds of a learning center 
nested with living flora and fauna procured worldwide.  
 
This conservatory has butterflies and moths from several continents, from Costa 
Rica, Ecuador, Malaysia, Indonesia to Madagascar.  A fun gift shop provides a 
quick glimpse of what you are about to experience as you enter this place. You 
might want to just stop there, as there are numerous specimens properly preserved 
that would make any décor at home be the centerpiece to talk about and relive the 
visit. Creative objects of all sorts would give one temptation to fill the suitcase with 
plenty of souvenirs of enchanting creatures displayed in useful items.  
 
The gallery gives way to an antechamber with information about butterfly  
development and its growth process. With real samples of various pupae obtained 
from around the world, one can learn about butterfly life cycle stages and varieties. 
Self-paced observation includes multimedia equipment, wall exhibits, and display 
cases. 
 
As you are ready to transition into the next stage of the tour, a carefully designed 
double-door area allows for necessary caution when entering nirvana.  
 
Oh, the senses be delighted, as you are immersed in this spiritual journey of 

bountiful  beings giving you leeway to cheerful colors flying all around you. Bathed in beautiful gardens, your eyes will wander from side 
to side and up, and up even  
more, as you see quite a luscious elevated reservoir of magnificent nature.  
 
A most tropical utopia transports you to cloud nine with longwings, cattle hearts, blue clippers, red lacewings, and our so beloved 
monarchs (Danaus plexippus), among others. Some domestic butterflies include: The orange Julia (Dryas Julia) and Malachites 
(Siproete stelenes). Some exotic species from Africa include: The Blue Banded Swallowtail (Papilio nireus) and the white & black 
Mocker Swallowtail  (Papilio Dardanus). From the many species from Central America some include:  
The Yellow-angled Sulphur (Anteos maerula), Robin (Tithorea tarrecina) and white/black/blue Miscelia cyaniris. 
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 This paradise surprises guests with the beauty perhaps not perceived before of discrete moths, which surprise when opening their 
wings to display such splendorous colors, when they’re not in camouflage mode such as the owl butterfly (Caligo Memnon) and the 
Atlas (Attacus atlas).   
 
A picturesque stream compliments such monumental sights with the soothing sounds of water crossing the plush shrubbery. Whilst 
distracted by all these encounters, you will have a glance at the lab workers who bring this artistic work to fruition,  
and perhaps you will catch a butterfly just come out of her chrysalises. As if we did not have enough reason to help our environment to 
preserve these valuable lepidoptera for the conservation of their habitats, this place will leave you  
enchanted for their worthy cause. When you leave this butterfly paradise, at least  one will come with you, a replica of the blue morpho  
(Morpho Menelaus) which is bright iridescent blue edged with black dorsal forewings and hindwings. It will be bonded to your hat and 
will give you an article to cheer you up in your home. 
 

 Looking for a state of grace?  
 Visit  www.keywestbutterfly.com 

	
	
	
	
	

    Plant Rotation   
  
 From the April Tulsa County Master Gardeners 
website 
It is time to prepare the backyard garden for 
warm weather plants and seeds. Plan for plant 
rotation or leave some spots fallow. Crop 
rotation is a cultural practice of growing 
different (dissimilar) crops in succession in the 
same spot to improve crop productivity. Crop 
rotation deters pathogens and diseases in the 
soil from previously planted plants. It’s an 
age-old plan that decreases pests in the site 
while increasing essential nutrients by rotating 
plants with different nutrient needs. 
Consideration is given to which garden plants 

are compatible and which plants repel one another. Also, plant rotation considers alternating 
short roots with long roots.   

Plant rotation can be accomplished in any sized garden but, notably, a small garden spot is 
more challenging for rotating crops than a larger one. A small garden can be divided into 4 
sections, rotating crops in each section. Make notes for the following years.  

Pathogens like fungi, bacteria, and nematodes build up to a dangerous level without 
practicing crop rotation and soil becomes clumped without rotation.  

 

Plant rotation, continued: 
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Rule of thumb - do not to plant the same crop in the same area for 2-3 years. This would 
include plants from the same family, as are listed below.   

Performing a soil sample is step one. The Tulsa County Extension Office can obtain results for 
you from OSU which usually takes a couple of weeks.  Nitrogen is commonly deficient 
because it readily leaches through the soil and is sapped by previous plants grown. For 
instance, corn is a heavy feeder and consumes lots of nitrogen; it is best planted where 
nitrogen-fixing plants like beans and peas have been previously planted. On the other hand, 
light nitrogen feeders include squash, carrots, lettuce and onions.  

Various tips, tricks and methods to consider:  

• Make sure the garden is cleaned of weeds and debris and tilled two 
weeks before planting.  • Use only certified and disease resistant 
plants. Use cultural, mechanical, and biological measures before using 
artificial fertilizers.   • Avoid planting crucifer plants (cabbage, 
cauliflower, broccoli, and radish) for two years and replace by corn (a 
grass plant). • Rotate crops in the same crop but also crops in the same 
family.  o Tomato, peppers, potatoes and eggplant are in the tomato 
family  o Beans and peas are in the legume family o Beets, spinach and 
Swiss chard are in the beet family o Cucumber, melons, pumpkins, 
and squash are in the cucurbit family o Chive, garlic, leek, and onions 

are in the onion family  

o Broccoli, Brussel sprouts, cabbage, kale and turnips are in the Cole crop family o Plant 
asparagus next to basil, parsley, and tomato o Corn and radishes go together like birds of a 
feather o Beans, cauliflower, potatoes and carrots go together. • Avoid planting together: o 
Carrots with onions o Corn with kohlrabi o Radishes with sunflowers o Beans with cucumbers 
o Cabbage with pumpkin o Peas with tomatoes o Corn with potatoes o Carrots with potatoes   
• A few plants that enhance others in the vegetable garden are: o Dill with cabbage family o 
Rosemary with beans o Tarragon with most vegetables o Thyme with eggplant, potato, 
strawberry, and tomatoes o Sage with tomatoes and strawberries o Bee balm with tomatoes.   

Flowers can also be rotated for better production. When planning a flower garden, rotate 
annual flowers with perennial and bi-annual varieties.  

When plant rotation practices are practiced in the home gardens, production increases, plants 
are healthier, and the gardener is more satisfied.   

Related OSU Fact Sheets: EPP-7652, EPP-7666, EPP-7626, EPP-7640, HLA-6431, HLA-6013, 
HLA6032, HLA-6007.   

 

Garden Tips for April   

OSU Extension- Tulsa Master Gardeners newsletter  
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Fruit and Nut 
Don’t spray insecticides during fruit tree bloom or pollination may be affected. Disease 
sprays can continue according to schedule and label directions. (EPP-7319) · Control cedar-
apple rust. When the orange jelly galls are visible on juniper (cedar), following a rain, begin 
treating apple and crabapple trees with a fungicide. (EPP-7319, HLA-7611) · Fire blight 
bacterial disease can be controlled at this time. Plant disease-resistant varieties to avoid 
diseases.  · Continue spray schedules for disease prone fruit and pine trees.  

Tree and Shrub 
Proper watering of newly planted trees and shrubs often means the difference between 
success and replacement. · Remove any winter-damaged branches or plants that have not 
begun to grow. Prune spring flowering plants as soon as they are finished blooming. (HLA-
6404, HLA-6409)  
Yard and garden tips for April, continued: 
 
· Control of powdery mildew disease can be done with early detection and regular treatment. 
Many new plant cultivars are resistant. (EPP-7617) · Leaf spot diseases can cause premature 
death of foliage and reduce plant vigor.   

Flowers 

Most bedding plants, summer flowering bulbs, and 
annual flower seeds can be planted after danger of 
frost. This happens around mid-April in most of 
Oklahoma. Hold off mulching these crops until spring 
rains subside and soil temperatures warm up. Warm-
season annuals should not be planted until soil 
temperatures are in the low 60s. · Harden off 
transplants outside in partial protection from sun and 
wind prior to planting. · Let spring flowering bulb 
foliage remain as long as possible before removing it.  

Vegetables 

Wait a little longer for it to warm up before planting cucurbit crops and okra. · Plant 
vegetable crops in successive plantings to ensure a steady supply of produce rather than 
harvesting all at once. · 

 Cover cucurbit crops with a floating row cover to keep out insect pests. Remove during 
bloom time. · Watch for cutworm damage and add flea beetle scouting to your list of 
activities in the vegetable garden.  

      

 

Yard and garden tips for April, continued: 

  Indoor plants transition 
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Most of the tropical plants that you grow indoors will benefit from the longer days and 
increased light levels available during the warmer months.   

Once nighttime temperatures reach 55 degrees or above consistently, it is safe to begin 
moving your plants outdoors. You will want to start them out in well-shaded areas 
before gradually increasing the sun exposure to light or dappled shade. It is easy to 
burn tender leaves by over-exposing your plants. Covered patios and porches and 
under tree canopies are all good choices for placement. It's also advisable to have a 
convenient water source available.  

       Landscape – General 

 Hummingbirds arrive in Oklahoma in early April. Get your bird feeders ready using 1 
part sugar to 4 parts water. Do not use red food coloring. · Keep the bird feeder filled 
during the summer and help control insects at the same time. · Lace bugs, aphids, 
spider mites, bagworms, etc. can start popping up in the landscape and garden later 
this month. Keep a close eye on all plants and use mechanical, cultural, and biological 
control options first. · Be alert for both insect pests and predators. Some pests can be 
hand-picked without using a pesticide. Do not spray if predators such as lady beetles 
are present. Spray only when there are too few predators to be effective. 

      Lawn  

 Warm-season grass lawns can be established beginning late April from sprigs, plugs, 
or sod. (HLA-6419)  · Fertilizer programs can begin for warm-season grasses in April. 
The following recommendations are to achieve optimum performance and appearance 
of commonly grown species in Oklahoma.   - When using quick release forms of 
fertilizer, use 1 pound of actual nitrogen per 1,000 sq. ft. per application; water in 
nitrate fertilizers. (HLA-6420) · Mowing of warm-season lawns can begin now (HLA-
6420). Cutting height for bermudagrass and zoysiagrass should be 1 to 1½ inches high, 
and buffalograss 1 ½ to 3 inches high. · Damage from Spring Dead Spot Disease (SDS) 
becomes visible in bermudagrass (EPP-7665). Perform practices that promote grass 
recovery. Do not spray fungicides at this time for SDS control. · Grub damage can be 
visible in lawns at this time. Check for the presence of grubs before ever applying any 
insecticide treatments. Apply appropriate soil insecticide if white grubs are a problem 
(EPP-7306). Water product into soil.   
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BYLAWS	AND	STANDING	RULES	–	WHAT’S	THE	BIG	DEAL?!?	
	

Several	members	have	asked	why	are	we	dragging	out	this	process	in	changing	the	Bylaws	and	
Standing	Rules?	“Why	don’t	we	take	a	vote	on	it	and	be	done	with	it?”	And,	“What	are	they	
anyway?”	
	
Bylaws	and	Standing	Rules	are	necessary	from	both	a	legal	and	a	practical	point	of	view.	Legally,	
all	non-profit	organizations	must	have	bylaws.	Practically	speaking,	bylaws	are	necessary	to	
effectively	run	an	organization.	They	should	be	reviewed	for	accuracy	periodically	and	changed	
as	necessary	to	meet	the	needs	of	the	organization.	When	a	change	is	needed	it	must	be	done	
publicly	within	the	organization	and	the	members	must	be	given	an	opportunity	to	debate	the	
change	and	offer	amendments	if	they	desire.	In	order	to	accomplish	this	Roberts	Rules	of	Order	
requires	the	change	to	be	read	to	the	membership	and	offer	debate	on	the	matters	during	
three	consecutive	meetings.	A	vote	then	may	be	taken	at	the	third	meeting	to	pass	or	reject	the	
change.				
	
The	current	Bylaws	and	Standing	Rules	will	always	be	posted	on	our	website.	Want	to	find	out	
what	our	mission	is?	Look	at	Article	II	in	our	Bylaws.	What	does	it	take	to	be	a	member	of	
Master	Gardeners	Association	of	Rogers	County?	The	answers	are	in	Article	III.	Article	IV	tells	
you	what	the	officer	structure	is	along	with	their	terms	of	office	and	what	their	duties	are	in	our	
organization.	
	
In	addition	to	the	officers	we	have	a	governing	Association	Board.	What	it	is,	who	sits	on	it	and	
the	duties	of	these	individuals	are	found	in	Article	V.	Our	monthly	meetings	and	special	
meetings	are	conducted	as	required	in	Article	VI.		
	
Each	Board	member	(except	for	the	elected	officers)	is	an	appointed	chairperson	for	one	of	
eight	standing	committees.	These	committees	organize	and	carry	out	events	and	activities	
critical	to	our	mission.	Elected	officers	may	also	be	a	standing	committee	chairperson,	but	they	
only	get	one	vote	on	the	Association	Board.	These	committees	are	detailed	in	Article	VII.	
	
The	Standing	rules	exist	solely	to	supplement	the	Bylaws.	They	might	add	more	detail	to	a	given	
Bylaws	requirement	or	they	may	carve	out	an	exception	to	a	Bylaws	provision.	
	
Tom	Maier	
Co-President						
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The MGARC Directory will be completed upon restoration of normalcy! 

 
The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that no 
discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs. 

 

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX 
of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and 
regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 
disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, 
financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email: 
eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies. Any person who believes that discriminatory practices have 
been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title 
IX Coordinator 405-744-9154. 

 


