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Spring approaches,        
   and with it…..  
     
It's	time	to	reserve	April	3,	4	and	5	to	volunteer	at	the	
MGARC	booth	for	the	Claremore	Home	and	Garden	Show!	
	
	The	planning	committee	is	planning	the	MG	booth	layout	
and	how	to	decorate	the	front	entrance	of	the	Claremore	
Expo	center	for	the	Claremore	Home	and	Garden	Show	next	
month.		
	
Many	of	you	signed	up	at	the	January	meeting	for	the	booth.	
The	forms	with	specific	shifts	and	dates	will	again	be	at	the	
March	monthly	Master	Gardener's	meeting,	March	16	for	
sign-up.		
	
Being	a	greeter	for	the	show	is	a	great	opportunity	for	our	
organization	to	be	upfront	and	visual	in	our	community.		
	
Your	time	and	efforts	are	necessary	for	Roger	County	
Master	Gardeners	to	shine	at	the	Claremore	Home	&	Garden	
Show	2020!																															

					 	
																																--Doris	Olson,		

														MG/	Home	and	Garden	Show	chair		
	

			

													 	 		            

                                   

    
 

Bring your best smile to have your picture 
taken 5:45-6:15 pm Monday, March 16 prior to 
membership meeting at the Rogers County 
Building.  There are about a dozen Master 
Gardeners left to photograph for the 2020 
MGARC Pictorial Directory. You know who you 
are!                                    

Co-President’s  Corner                 

Butch Kindley 
 
It	is	the	first	half	of	March	and	the	weather	really	seems	like	spring.		The	
forecast	says	it	will	stay	this	way	for	at	least	another	week.	The	trees	are	
budding	out	and	I	hear	the	wild	onions	and	morels	are	coming	up,	
although	I	have	not	seen	any			It	makes	you	want	to	get	out	and	plant	
everything,	especially	when	you	go	to	box	stores	and	they	have	tomato	
and	pepper	plants	out.		However--this	IS	Oklahoma	so	I	expect	some	
more	freezes.				
	
Several	new	master	gardeners	mostly	from	the	classes	of	2019	and	2020	
worked	in	the	hoop	house	the	first	week	of	March.	We	did	a	lot	of	clean	
up,	planted	cool	season	vegetables,	and	started	some	plants	for	the	
plant	sale.	The	place	looks	great.		Thank	you	to	everyone	who	helped.	
Anyone	who	would	like	to	work	on	the	hydroponics,	please	contact	me.		
We	have	several	pots	with	Monrovia	or	other	companies	written	on	
them.		We	cannot	use	them	for	the	plant	sale,	so	if	anyone	can	use	them	
for	your	personal	use	feel	free	to	go	by	the	hoop	house	and	pick	some	
up	or	contact	me	and	I	will	bring	them	to	the	March	meeting.		
 

o The	Home	and	Garden	Show	is	coming	up	the	first	
weekend	of	next	month,	so	if	you	have	not	volunteered	for	a	shift,	you	
can	do	so	at	our	March	meeting.		

o The	spring	plant	sale	will	be	a	couple	of	weeks	later,	
so	if	you	have	any	plants	to	repot	for	the	sale,	it	is	time	to	do	so.		If	you	
do	not	have	any	plants,	you	can	buy	a	few	plants	to	donate.		We	also	
need	used	garden	equipment	that	is	in	good	shape.		

o The	MG	in	the	Class	Room	volunteers	have	started	
visiting	schools.		Thanks	to	all	the	helpers.		
 
 We	will	have	another	reading	of	the	proposed	by	law	changes	at	our	
March	meeting	and	hopefully	be	able	to	vote	on	the	changes	at	the	April	
meeting.	The	current	bylaws	and	the	proposed	changes	can	be	read	on	
our	website	at		mgaroco.org	under	the	members-only	tab.		
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There	will	be	some	changes	at	the	Claremore	Farmers	Market	this	year.		Master	Gardeners	will	be	setting	up	a	booth	at	the	farmers	market.		We	
have	not	set	the	days	and	times	yet.		We	will	have	a	sign-up	sheet	at	the	March	16	meeting.		We	will	need	several	volunteers	so	a	few	people	do	
not	have	to	work	all	the	dates.		All	MG	including	new	ones	are	encouraged	to	volunteer.			 			
	
	

	
INMATE	HORTICULTURE	PROGRAM	DESCRIBED	

MGARC member Joann Lynch presented a $400 MG donation to the Horticulture 
Program director John Carre during the February MGARC meeting.  In his presentation 
for members, Carre described the curriculum and history of the educational offerings 
available to inmates at the Dick Connor Correctional Center in Hominy. The Horticulture 
Program enables inmates to be released from the prison with additional life skills and a 
vocation. 

 
Spring Plant Sale 2020 

Mark your calendars!  The spring plant sale is April 18th from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Members may deliver their 
plants and other items on Friday, April 17th from 12- 6 pm. at the Rogers County building.  The plant sale and 
our yearly dues are the only two fundraisers that fill our Association coffers, so it is important that each member 
contributes to the sale.   
What to contribute?  Well, plants from your landscape such as perennials that need dividing.  We’ll take those!  
Maybe you grow your own warm season vegetables from seed.  We’ll take your extras!  You know that plant 
that is just not working, dig it up and bring it in!  Our plant categories include sun and shade perennials, trees 
and shrubs, vegetables and herbs, annuals, and houseplants. See the image below on how to label each plant 
you bring.  

 

	Bee	Balm 
• Perennial	
• Full	Sun	to	Part	Shade	
• Purple	flowers		
• Grows	1	-	2	feet	in	height.	
• Forms	clumps	that	readily	spread.	

 
The spring plant sale will also feature a gently used, garden related resale area.  Gardening books, magazines, 
clean garden tools, never used fertilizer or chemicals, clean, decorative pots are all welcome here.  Take a look 
around your garden shed or garage and see if there is anything that needs a new home.   
Finally, we are setting up our Country Store at the plant sale.  There you will find our famous hoes, butterfly 
puddlers, along with other garden art.  Are you crafty, artistic, creative?  We welcome your donations to this 
area! 
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The Master Gardener Shirt Order is in!  If you ordered a shirt, please bring cash or a 
check to the March general membership meeting and pick up your new shirt! 
 

 

Master Gardeners in the Classroom 
Volunteers of MGARC enjoy a spring teaching opportunity when area schools invite them to share plant knowledge with 

kindergarten, first and second grade classes.  At left, 
Phyllis Stearnes, and below, Susan Raasch, both retired 
educators, are pictured teaching plant needs and parts 
of a plant to students at Justis-Tiawah school.   Project 

chair Stearnes reported that the first week of MG 
instruction in local schools included 25 classes at four 

schools. 

Kindergarteners learn about the needs of a plant and 
act as scientists to determine if a plant really needs 

light, air, water 
and sun to 
thrive. 
Students also 
make 
themselves a 
beaded 
bracelet 
illustrating the 
colors of plant 
needs.  First 
graders’ 

instruction includes reading a book about plant parts, drawing a picture of the parts of 
a plant and dissecting a marigold plant. Second graders identify the parts of 
insects and learn about good and bad bugs.  99-percent of all bugs are beneficials!  
Second graders then make an origami ladybeetle from construction paper.  

 

 

PESTICIDES—LABELS, LAWS AND SAFETY 

 …was	the	title	of	the	most	recent	class	before	the	2020	MG	interns,	last	week.		Charles	Luper,	Extension	Associate	from	OSU,	discussed		
pesticide	safety		and	how	container	labels	are	required	by	law	to	provide	vital	information	on	the	correct	usage.		Luper	also	addressed	Integrated	
Pest	Management	in	the	absence	of	the	scheduled	instructor	Tom	Royer.			

	 Becky	Carroll	from	the	OSU	Department	of	horticulture	and	Landscape	Architecture	spent	a	day	with	MG	students	describing	backyard	
fruit	and	nut	production.			She	recommended	the	Oklahoma	Cooperative	Extension	Service	Fact	Sheet	HLA-6222,	titled	Home	Fruit	Planting	Guide	
as	one	resource.	Her	topics	ranged	from	identifying	correct	site	selection	and	planting;	propagation	and	rootstocks	of	fruit	and	nut	trees;	
pollination	and	the	need	for	some	species	for	two	cultivars	for	best	pollination;	managing	weeds	and	fertilizer;	fruit	and	pecan	diseases,	pests	and	
solutions.			

	 David	Hillock,	Extension	Consumer	Horticulturist,	in	his	February	20	presentations,	provided		the	MG	students	a	basic	outline	for		design	
and	preparation	of	ornamental	beds.	He	described	many	varieties	of	annuals	and	perennials	good	for	Oklahoma	soils	and	weather.		

	 The	Week	13	program	March	12	will	feature	Claremore	Master	Gardener	Clark	Shilling	with	information	about	gardening	with	native	
plants	and	how	to	attract	wildlife.		Cheri	Murry,	also	a	Claremore	MG,	will	provide	information	about	seed	saving.			Connie	Shilling,	MGARC	
recorder,	will	work	with	students	to	provide	on-line	support	to	be	able	to	record	their	MG	volunteer	hours.	     
    Contributed by Kay Waterman, mentor 
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Spring	is	almost	here	and	we	are	all	anxious	to	get	back	to	doing	what	we	love	most,	working	in	our	gardens.	How	soon	can	I	start	planting?	What	is	
the	soil	temperature	in	my	area?	Is	the	soil	wet	or	dry?	What's	the	latest	on	our	famously	changeable	weather?	We	are	in	luck!	Here	in	Oklahoma	
the	 answer	 to	 all	 these	 questions,	 and	 many	 more,	 is	 available	 24/7	 on	 the	 Internet	 at	 the	 Oklahoma	 Mesonet	 site	 found	 at	
http://www.mesonet.org.	An	App	for	the	site	is	also	available	from	Apple	and	Google	for	your	smartphone.		

		 Designed	 and	 implemented	 by	 scientists	 from	Oklahoma	 State	 University	 and	 the	 University	 of	 Oklahoma,	 the	Mesonet	 is	 a	 network	 of	 120	
automated	 environmental	 monitoring	 stations	 throughout	 the	 state.	 There	 is	 at	 least	 one	 station	 in	 each	 county	 and	 each	 station	 takes	
measurements	every	five	minutes.	These	measurements	are	combined	into	"observations"	which	are	sent	to	the	Oklahoma	Climatological	Survey	
every	five	minutes	so	the	data	you	see	on	the	website	is	never	more	than	5-10	minutes	old.	To	see	data	for	the	station	nearest	to	you,	click	on	the	
city	and	type	in	your	zip	code.	There	are	four	stations	in	the	Tulsa	area:	Tulsa,	Bixby,	Hectorville	and	Inola.	

 

 
GARDEN TIPS FOR MARCH        David Hillock 

 Lawn and Turf · Remove excessive thatch from warm-season lawns. Dethatching, if necessary, should precede crabgrass 
control treatment. (HLA-6004) · Broadleaf weeds can easily be controlled in cool-season lawns at this time with post-
emergent broadleaf herbicides. · Preemergent crabgrass control chemicals can still be applied to cool- and warm-season 
turfgrasses. Heed label cautions when using any weed killers near or in the root zone of desirable plantings. · March is 
the second- best time of the year to seed cool-season turfgrass; however, fall is the best time to plant. (HLA-6419) · Cool-
season lawns such as bluegrass, fescue, and ryegrass may be fertilized now with the first application of the season. 
Usually, four applications of fertilizer are required per year, in March, May, October, and November. (HLA-6420) · 
Begin mowing cool-season grasses at 1 ½ to 3 ½ inches high. (HLA-6420).  

Flowers & Vegetables · Cultivate annual flower and vegetable planting beds to destroy winter weeds. · Apply mulch to 
control weeds in beds. Landscape fabric barrier can reduce the amount of mulch but can dry out and prevent water 
penetration. Thus, organic litter makes the best mulch. · Prune roses just before growth starts and begin a regular disease 
spray program as the foliage appears on susceptible varieties. (HLA-6403 & EPP-7607) · Avoid excessive walking and 
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working in the garden when foliage and soils are wet. · Start warm-season vegetable transplants indoors. · Divide and 
replant overcrowded, summer and fall blooming perennials.  
March gardening tips, continued: 

Mow or cut back old liriope and other ornamental grasses before new growth begins. · Your cool-season vegetables like 
broccoli, cabbage, carrot, lettuce, onion, peas, spinach, turnips etc. should be planted by the middle of March. · Watch for 
cutworms 

that girdle newly planted vegetables during the first few weeks of establishment. Cabbage looper and cabbageworm 
insects should be monitored and controlled in the garden (EPP-7313).  

Trees & Shrubs · Prune spring flowering plants, if needed, immediately following their bloom period. · Plant evergreen 
shrubs, balled and burlap, and bare root trees and shrubs. · Anthracnose control on sycamore, maple, and oak should 

begin at bud swell. (EPP-7634). · Diplodia Pine Tip blight control on 
pines begins at bud swell. · Chemical and physical control of galls 
(swellings) on stems of trees should begin now. (EPP-7168 & EPP-
7306) · Dormant oil can still be applied to control mites, galls, 
overwintering aphids, etc. (EPP-7306). · The first generation of 
Nantucket Pine Tip Moth appears at this time. Begin pesticide 
applications in late March. (EPP-7306) · Control Eastern tent 
caterpillars as soon as the critters appear.  

Fruits   Continue to plant strawberries, asparagus, and other small 
fruit crops this month. · Start your routine fruit tree spray schedule 
prior to bud break. (EPP-7319). · Remove winter mulch from 
strawberries in early March (HLA-6214).  

	
*****************************	

	

				Hellebores		 	 	 	 	 	 														David	Hillock,	OSU	Horticulture	Educator	
		
	

Hellebores	include	some	20	species	of	herbaceous	perennials	belonging	to	the	genus	Helleborus.	Many	hellebores	are	evergreen.	
The	plants	have	beautiful	dark	green,	leathery	foliage	year-round	and	a	winter	flowering	habit.	The	exact	flowering	time	is	variable	
by	species,	and	has	given	us	the	common	names	used	for	this	group,	which	includes	Christmas	rose	(Helleborus	niger)	for	those	

species	flowering	near	the	Christmas	season,	and	Lenten	rose	(Helleborus	
orientalis)	for	the	late	winter,	early	spring	bloomers.	The	flowers	are	indeed	

rose-like	in	appearance	and	nod	toward	the	ground;	however,	recent	breeding	
work	has	lifted	the	flowers	more	upright	so	we	can	appreciate	them	more	

when	in	flower.			
The	plants	can	readily	seed	and	each	spring	you	may	find	many	seedlings	near	
the	base	of	your	mature	hellebores.	However,	most	of	the	seedlings	are	out-
competed	for	light	and	water	by	the	parent	plant,	as	such,	hellebores	do	not	

become	weedy.	If	you	wish	to	multiply	the	plant	it	is	best	to	transplant	
seedlings	away	from	the	parent	plant	
where	they	will	not	be	shaded	or	
smothered	by	the	heavy	foliage.			

		
Carolyn	Peterson	shared	this	photo	of	
her	Lenten	roses			

Hellebores,	in	general,	require	little	care.	They	do	well	in	the	shade	garden,	prefer	slightly	
alkaline	soil,	and	only	need	a	little	pruning	in	early	spring	to	remove	old	tattered	leaves.	
Hellebores	are	also	unpalatable	to	deer,	rabbits,	gophers	and	moles.		
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BYLAWS	AND	STANDING	RULES	–	WHAT’S	THE	BIG	DEAL?!?	
	

Several	members	have	asked	why	are	we	dragging	out	this	process	in	changing	the	Bylaws	and	
Standing	Rules?	“Why	don’t	we	take	a	vote	on	it	and	be	done	with	it?”	And,	“What	are	they	
anyway?”	
	
Bylaws	and	Standing	Rules	are	necessary	from	both	a	legal	and	a	practical	point	of	view.	Legally,	
all	non-profit	organizations	must	have	bylaws.	Practically	speaking,	bylaws	are	necessary	to	
effectively	run	an	organization.	They	should	be	reviewed	for	accuracy	periodically	and	changed	
as	necessary	to	meet	the	needs	of	the	organization.	When	a	change	is	needed	it	must	be	done	
publicly	within	the	organization	and	the	members	must	be	given	an	opportunity	to	debate	the	
change	and	offer	amendments	if	they	desire.	In	order	to	accomplish	this	Roberts	Rules	of	Order	
requires	the	change	to	be	read	to	the	membership	and	offer	debate	on	the	matters	during	
three	consecutive	meetings.	A	vote	then	may	be	taken	at	the	third	meeting	to	pass	or	reject	the	
change.				
	
The	current	Bylaws	and	Standing	Rules	will	always	be	posted	on	our	website.	Want	to	find	out	
what	our	mission	is?	Look	at	Article	II	in	our	Bylaws.	What	does	it	take	to	be	a	member	of	
Master	Gardeners	Association	of	Rogers	County?	The	answers	are	in	Article	III.	Article	IV	tells	
you	what	the	officer	structure	is	along	with	their	terms	of	office	and	what	their	duties	are	in	our	
organization.	
	
In	addition	to	the	officers	we	have	a	governing	Association	Board.	What	it	is,	who	sits	on	it	and	
the	duties	of	these	individuals	are	found	in	Article	V.	Our	monthly	meetings	and	special	
meetings	are	conducted	as	required	in	Article	VI.		
	
Each	Board	member	(except	for	the	elected	officers)	is	an	appointed	chairperson	for	one	of	
eight	standing	committees.	These	committees	organize	and	carry	out	events	and	activities	
critical	to	our	mission.	Elected	officers	may	also	be	a	standing	committee	chairperson,	but	they	
only	get	one	vote	on	the	Association	Board.	These	committees	are	detailed	in	Article	VII.	
	
The	Standing	rules	exist	solely	to	supplement	the	Bylaws.	They	might	add	more	detail	to	a	given	
Bylaws	requirement	or	they	may	carve	out	an	exception	to	a	Bylaws	provision.	
	
Tom	Maier	
Co-President						
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                     MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF ROGERS COUNTY  

General Membership Meeting, February 18, 2020  

Call to Order  

The Master Gardener Association of Rogers County General Meeting was called to order on February 18, 2020 
at 6:13 p.m. by Co-President Tom Maier.  

Approval of Minutes  

Secretary’s minutes were provided in the February 2020 newsletter sent out to the general membership via e-
mail. Butch Kindley made a motion to approve; motion was seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  

Standing Committee Reports  

Education: Phyllis Stearnes reported that the Master Gardeners in the Classroom have been putting together the 
classroom teaching boxes in preparation for classes. Letters have gone out to schools, with good responses. 
Additional volunteers are needed.  All MG working in this project will need to attend a class on March 3rd at 3 
pm about policies dealing with interactions with minors. MG do receive educational hours for attending this 
meeting as well as teaching.  

Events: Doris Olson reported on the progress with the Claremore Home and Garden Show which will be April 
3rd, 4th and 5th. She will need volunteers for 3 hour shifts to greet guests and to man the booth on all three 
days. The show will be open from 12-7pm Friday, 9-7pm Saturday and from 11-5pm on Sunday. There is a 
need for a truck driver hauling a trailer and people to load and unload the trailer, plus people to set up and tear 
down the booth on the first and last days. These positions will require lifting.  

Spring Plant Sale: The sale will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2020 from 8am- 2pm at the Rogers County 
Building.  Friday, April 17 from 12pm to 6pm is set up.   Chair Jerry Henry requested to have members to dig 
up personal plants for the sale a week or two prior, to allow transplants to look fresh on the day of the sale. 
Members are welcome to plant seeds for the sale. Please label each plant with size, light requirements and a 
picture.  Lightly-used garden tools or hand-made item donations are sought for the country store. There will be 
a schedule for volunteering in increments of 3 hours each day. He noted that the Spring Plant Sale is the 
MGARC major money maker for the year.  Plastic planters will be available at the next meeting for those who 
need them for their transplants.  

Communication: Kay Waterman reported that they are just about completed taking pictures for the MG Pictorial 
Directory.  
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February meeting minutes, continued: 

Volunteer Development: Miriam Legett explained that the committee is going to be meeting to discuss a variety 
of ideas. Topics will include continuing education speakers, member recognition, new classes and hospitality. If 
you have any ideas or suggestions, please contact her.  

Garden Development: Butch Kindley reported. It’s about time to clean up and plant veggies at the hoop house. 
Volunteers will be needed.  

JoAnn Lynch will be contacting members about volunteering to start work in April at the County Courthouse.  

Old Business:  

Jennifer Podowski reminded everyone that this was the last chance to order their MG T-shirts and jackets.  

New Business:  

Tom Maier explained the process of amending the Master Gardeners Association of Rogers County Bylaws and 
Standing Rules. The bylaws committee is recommending four changes. The current rules will be read tonight 
along with the proposed change. The changes will also be printed in the Master Gardening newsletter, which 
each member receives by e-mail. The bylaw changes will be read again at the March Master Gardening meeting 
and printed in the April newsletter. A vote by the membership will be called at the April 2020 General Meeting. 
If approved, they are then written in concrete until this process occurs again at another time.  

At that time, Tom read the current bylaw followed by the recommended changes. A call for any questions or 
discussion was made by Tom. There were none.  

John Haase reported for Dora Johnson. A field trip is being planned for April to the Tulsa Botanical Gardens. 
More information will be forthcoming.  

Jerry Henry made a motion to adjourn at 6:48pm. It was seconded and motion carried.  

Respectfully Summitted  
Penny Curry, Secretary  
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Green Country Area Plant Sources 
Check out local growers before you order online! 

1. Green Valley Nursery Larry McClure 
Jared McClure 

9815 E 520 Rd, Claremore, OK   
74019  

918-341-3030         

2.   Stringer Nursery  7203 E 41st St, Tulsa, OK 74145  918-628-0296 

3.  Green Thumb Nursery Gary 4605 Nowata Rd, Bartlesville, OK 
74006  

918-333-4091 

4. Colebrook Nursery   5915 W 31st St S, Tulsa, OK 
74107  

918-445-0539 
colebrooknursery.net 

5. Sunshine Nursery Raymond 
Hendricks 

352 W Willis Rd, Tahlequah, OK 
74464  

918-456-6927 

6. Sooner Plant Farm Brian Chonacki 25976 S 524 Rd, Park Hill, OK 
74451  

918-453-0771 

7. Bustani Plant Farm Steve Owens 1313 East 44th Avenue, Stillwater, 
OK 74074  

405-372-3379 

8. Carson-Borovitz 
Greenhouse 

 3020 North St, Muskogee, OK 
74403  

918-682-4404 

9. Sugar Tree Nursery Wholesale-only 12466 N 450 Rd, Hulbert, OK 
74441  

918-772-2873 

10 Evans Nursery and 
Landscape 

 111 Beck Drive, Bartlesville, OK 918-333-3248 

11 Riddle Plant Farm 2 locations 3510 Summit Blvd, Sand Springs 
4193 S 193rd E Ave, Broken Arrow 

918-245-3158 
  

12 Stonebridge Garden Center   700 E Will Rogers Blvd 
Claremore 

918-341-1228 
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Ever wondered what information was available in those OSU Extension Fact Sheets we display at our 

MG Booth at Home and Garden Show and the Free Fair?  Well, here are a few titles! Go to 
extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/ to browse these fact sheets sheets and additional topics. 
                                                                                                                              

COOL SEASON CROPS 
 

 

SMALL FRUITS 

 

TREE FRUIT PRODUCTION 
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GRAPE PRODUCTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PECANS 
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The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that no 
discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs. 

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX 
of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and 
regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 
disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, 
financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email: 
eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies. Any person who believes that discriminatory practices have 
been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title 
IX Coordinator 405-744-9154. 

 


