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Spring approaches, and with it…..
It's time to reserve April 3,4 and 5 to
volunteer at the MGARC booth for the
Claremore Home and Garden Show!
The planning committee has started
planning our booth and the front
entrance of the Claremore Expo center.
Many of you signed up at the January
meeting for the booth.
Now is your opportunity to sign up for
the specific volunteer times. The forms
with times and days will be at the
February and March monthly Master
Gardener's meetings.
Being a greeter for the show is a great
opportunity for our organization to be
upfront and visual in our community.
Your time and efforts are necessary for
Roger County Master Gardeners to
shine at the Claremore Home & Garden
Show 2020!
--Doris Olson,
MG/ Home and Garden Show chair

Co-President’s Corner
Butch Kindley

Our general meeting will be on Tuesday Feb.
18 this month, because of President's Day. We will go back
to our regular meeting day on the third Monday of the
month in March.
We are planning to make some minor changes to the bylaws. Hopefully we can do it in our general membership
meetings this year and not have to have special meetings
as we did last year.
On Groundhog’s Day, the temperature was in the 70’s and
it was so nice outside that I wanted to work in the yard, but
it was too wet so I settled for the Super Bowl. The
groundhog did see its shadow though and it snowed three
days later. I have no idea what the weather will be like
when this newsletter comes out but this is Oklahoma. The
weather people are predicting a possibility of snow later this
week, Feb. 10.
I have a variety of jonquils which comes up and blooms
after most people’s have finished, but I did see jonquils
coming up on Feb. 1 and they are ready to bloom or
already blooming by now. I really like jonquils-- one of the
first signs of spring, no animal that I know of will eat them,
they look good for a little while, and you do not have to do
anything to them unless you want to divide or move
them. You often see them at old homesteads. I also see
henbit and some green grass.
Some members asked me about education hours at our last
meeting. Our website mgaroco.org tells how to categorize
your hours. This is listed under Volunteer Hours. The
website also lists several opportunities to earn education
hours. These are listed under Education Opportunities or
Gardening Resources. Tulsa Master Gardeners also has
classes and workshops that are open to the public. Some
are free and some may have a small fee. A lot of these
classes are interesting whether you need the hours or not.
Due to losing power the last two years and having some
plants freeze, the club will not purchase seeds to start in
the hoop house this year. We will have heat so members
can start their own plants or donate seeds to the
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club. Bandit and I are anxious to get started. We also some more hydroponic equipment to move and set up, as well as a
couple more raised beds. If anyone has any llama beans or rabbit or goat pellets to donate, please let me know. I can
pick up.

Last Chance to Order Your MG Shirt
From Jennifer Podowski

The general membership meeting on Tuesday, February 18, will be the last opportunity to order a MG shirt for this year. The
following shirts are available to order:
Short Sleeved Tee
Light Denim Shirt (men’s or ladies’)
Embroidered Polo Shirt (men’s or ladies’)

Long Sleeved Tee
Zipped Hoodie (light gray or kiwi)

The Association does not profit from the sales of shirts. Therefore, if you order a shirt you must pay for it – whether you like it
or not! Since size is usually the problem with these orders, I will have various sized tee shirts at the February meeting to help
with your selection.
There are some shirts left over from the 2019 order. You may buy one of the shirts below at the February meeting. Hurry,
these are last year’s prices!!
Shirt
Long- sleeved Tee
Embroidered Men’s Polo
Ladies Denim Shirt

Size
XL
XL
M

Price
$16.80
$30.10
$27.75

Website 101
www.mgaroco.org
From Jennifer Podowski, Communications chair

The MGARC website is a very useful tool for members. You can view current and future events, find
opportunities for education hours, take a virtual tour of the Teaching Garden, read monthly newsletters,
find a list of committees and committee chairs, and so much more. Each month I will highlight a section
of the website and give you an idea of what you can find in that menu item. So, let’s start at the beginning
– the About tab.
As you hover your mouse over the About tab a drop-down menu will appear listing Interns and Volunteer
Hours. If you click on the Interns tab, you will see a list of our current 2020 class, and soon to come
pictures throughout this year, as they take classes and participate in volunteer projects.
Click on the Volunteer Hours tab and you are directed to a page dedicated to putting in your volunteer and
education hours on the Oklahoma Master Gardener Website. The first CLICK HERE will take you to that
website and the second CLICK HERE will take you to a document that helps categorize your hours.
Please know that only Connie Shilling or John Haase can help you if you are having trouble getting into
the website. This tab is only a shortcut getting you to the website page itself.
Back in the menu, you may also click on the word About to find our mission statement, Master Gardener
Class information, current volunteer projects (click on blue highlighted projects and view pictures and
descriptions), and pictures from the 2019 Membership Awards and Recognition Dinner!!
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back

arrow will take you to the previous page, and if you want to return to the main homepage, click on the
picture of gaillardia at the top of each page. See, the website is super easy to use, and you might even find
a picture of yourself hidden in there somewhere!!

What the heck is the Volunteer Development Committee?
Here's a brief breakdown: Retention/Recruitment Planning Committee (co-chairs Miriam Legett, Janice Hensley); Decorating
for the May Picnic and November Meeting; Calling Committee (Lila Martini-Chairperson); Set-Up and Tear Down at Meetings;
Fieldtrip Exploration Committee (Dora Johnson-Chairperson), Care and Concern (Linda Hopper).
As our new year is getting off to a rousing start, with several members, aka brave souls, signing up for the Volunteer
Development Committee Retention/Recruitment Planning Committee. Welcome Bonnie Collier, Penny Curry, Don Curry and
Linda Davis. Janice and I are looking for a few more brave Master Gardeners to bring their ideas and join in the fun so don't be
shy. We will have our first meeting/brainstorming get together towards the end of February or the beginning of March.
If you have any ideas for topics or know of a speaker you would like to hear please contact either of the committee co-chairs.
We're looking forward to seeing you on Tuesday February 18th when our speaker will be John Kahre-Program Director of
Horticulture at the Dick Conner Correctional Center.
Miriam Legett and Janice Hensley
Co-chairmen

Volunteer Development

Committee

WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE?
And WHY are they smiling?
ADD YOUR MUG TO THE 2020 MG PICTORIAL DIRECTORY!
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Bring your best smile to have your picture taken 5:45-6:15 pm Tuesday, Feb. 18, prior to membership meeting at the Rogers
County Building. No fake teeth or headgear! This means you, John Haase!

ROGERS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS IS 18 YEARS OLD!!
A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY
By Janice Hensley
In October of 2002 a group of 16 people met with John Haase in the basement of the Rogers County Courthouse to
form the Master Gardeners Association of Rogers County.
In 2003 we started our Spring Plant Sales (always a great fundraiser because of your participation) and group field
trips. In the spring of 2004 MGARC partnered with Safenet furnishing “tour guides” for homes on the tour. Proceeds from
ticket sales for the Home Garden Tour are used to fight domestic abuse in Rogers County.
August 17, 2004, the Secretary of State signed our Certificate of Incorporation, an impressive document in John’s
office. Early-on, we were invited every year to participate in the Home and Garden Show. In 2006 we started our Master
Gardeners in the Classroom program.
We have articles from 2006 in the Tulsa World calling Master Gardeners “the greatest gardeners” and they were
talking about Rogers County! Claremore Progress called us “Plant People” and how we shared our knowledge and served in
our community. We had a “Hot Line” where the public could call in and ask questions of Master Gardeners two days a
week!
In 2007 MGARC hosted the State Master Gardening Conference. Our program featured a garden tour hosted by our
Master Gardeners. Our pre-conference reception was an elegant affair with local wine and cheese served on the patio at Will
Rogers Memorial. It was the most well-attended conference to that date.
In 2009 we were approached by RSU to host a live, call-in television garden show. RSU produced 26 episodes over
two years about regional and local gardening. Also in 2009 MGARC held the Everything Garden Festival, our largest single
fundraiser. Rogers County Master Gardeners took over the Expo building for a 2-day event with 27 vendors, speakers and
demonstrations. It was hugely successful grossing us around $14,000.
In 2011 we were invited to work in a public garden at RSU in the Nature Reserve – our first Teaching Garden. That
was a HUGE success and lots of fun.
But our biggest accomplishment has been the invitation in 2013 from the City of Claremore to enter a partnership
with them for our current Teaching and Demonstration Garden at Will Rogers Park. This endeavor has allowed the
community to get involved as well as create opportunities for Master Gardeners to express themselves in creative design with
all manner of plants and theme garden vignettes.
We have continued to work in the community and are progressing in our own Teaching Garden, which opens to the
public each spring. All these things have been made possible because of the dedication of you, Rogers County Master
Gardeners!

HEADS UP on some of the work we are considering:

Tom Maier, MG Garden Development

Outdoor xylophone - This work will involve cutting pipe to 8-10 different lengths, drilling holes in them and mounting the
finished product on a metal frame.
Create an overhang for wind chimes - this will involve digging holes and installing four 4x4x10' posts on the north side
of the Welcome Center. We will remove the existing posts and replace them with 10' posts. We will then install lattice or
similar material on top of the posts and hang chimes down from this ceiling. The idea is to allow children to run under the
chimes, striking the chimes as they pass through, to make joyful noise!
Purchasing and installing 1 or 2 windows for the Teaching Gardens Welcome Center.
Install AstroTurf around the slide area and possibly around the Will Rogers Eagle Scout project.
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Work in cooperation with the City Parks Division to lay a sidewalk and a split rail fence on the south side of The
Teaching Gardens.

Moles, Poison Plants, Turfgrass, Veggies, Bugs on MG Students’ Plates
Contributed by Kay Waterman, MG Class of 2015

Wow, looking at the ninth week of Master Gardener classes this week! The
morning topic on Thursday, Feb. 13, will be Ornamentals—Oklahoma Proven
Plants, presented by Mr. John Haase himself. (You can find out about the
Oklahoma Proven Plants program at the site www.oklahomaproven.org.) The
afternoon session will be provided by Mike Schnelle, OSU Extension Floriculture
Specialist, when he will describe varieties and selections of woody ornamentals.
The MG class format provides a full day’s schedule each Thursday. Class
day begins with Jim Stone and Linda Hopper, Lila Martini and others, who come in
early to brew coffee and tea and set up to receive the food which volunteers bring
each week.
Oklahoma Proven Crossandra sp.

Oh, yes, we eat well on class days. Most often there are breakfast casseroles, breakfast
sandwiches, donuts, sweets and fruits and then there’s LUNCH! Different each week, usual fare may include
soups, stews, chili, baked potato bar, deviled eggs, salads of all varieties, various sandwiches, casseroles of all
kinds. Did we mention dessert? Along with any donuts and cookies left from the morning we have had cakes,
pies, eclairs, cream puffs, brownies—you name it.
Maybe you would like to be a mentor for the next class session so you, too, can partake of such bounteous
feasts!

Food aside—topics this past few sessions have run the gamut of subjects:
Eric Rebek, OSU Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology, lectured on Basic Entomology for the
Garden and Landscape. Did you remember that Bacillus thuringiensis only works on caterpillar pests? Not on
flying insects? AND BT does not harm birds or pollinators. Rebek also discussed how to identify signs and
symptoms which indicate the causal agent of specific pest damage to plants and provided a list of beneficial
insects and a listing of native plants which encourage those good bugs.
Jim Shrefler from Durant, SE Area Horticulturist, OSU Extension Services, did a full day of training in
vegetables--site prep, soils, types and varieties and establishing a vegetable garden. Cheri Murray, Claremore
MG, also spoke to the group about the OSU fact sheets. She distributed listings of OSU Fact Sheet topics and
the corresponding fact sheet number for reference.
Turfgrass Management in Oklahoma was the morning topic discussed by Brian Jervis, Horticulture Specialist
for Tulsa County. After describing best practices for growing recommended
varieties of turfgrass in the state, he provided a Bermudagrass maintenance
calendar, a calendar for maintenance of other grasses and a listing of pre-emergent
herbicides for broadleaf weeds in turf. He spoke briefly about poisonous plants—
those which cause mechanical damage such as cacti and stinging nettle; and poison
ivy/poison oak, which cause a type of chemical damage to skin with oils. The
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afternoon session included discussion about dealing with moles. Moles, which are insectivores, do not hibernate
and are the size of a small rat. Contrary to beliefs, it is earthworms and not white grubs which are the mainstay
Mr. Mole

of the mole’s diet. Gervis recommends traps or poison gel worms to kill moles.

BOOK REVIEW
I will be submitting book reviews on topics of general interest periodically. These reviews are not officially sanctioned by either
Master Gardeners Association of Rogers County or OSU. I’m not advocating that you purchase one. My goal is to give you a taste for
what I’ve found interesting, educational, instructional or just plain fun – or maybe a combination of all the above!
Tom Maier, MG Co-President

THE BEST OF BIRDS&BLOOMS 2019
Whether you’re a bird or gardening enthusiast, this book has it all! I like to call
this a coffee table book because it’s perfect for reading or just flipping through
pages while relaxing in your favorite armchair with your favorite cup of brew!
Each of the more than 200 pages have one or more beautiful pictures of birds,
plants and bugs (Yes! Bugs!) to browse through. Or, you might be more into
reading about annual and perennial plant and flower varieties hummingbirds
can’t resist. This book has a lot to offer any way you look at it.
What’s the difference between damselfly and a dragonfly? Are they beneficial
in your landscape or is one more harmful than the other? What do they feed
on? How about the difference between a Monarch and a Viceroy butterfly? Do
butterflies feed off the nectar of a favorite flower and do they all migrate?
How do you tell the difference between our native lady beetle (beneficial) and
the Asian multicolored lady beetle (nonbeneficial)? Don’t have room in your
yard for butterfly bushes? Grow some in containers. The book tells you how
and gives you a recommendation for a seedless noninvasive variety. There is
so much to be discovered in this book. In fact, the book contains more than
200 helpful gardening, bird attracting and landscaping solutions.
I think my favorite chapter in the book is entitled Amazing Hummingbirds. I have always been fascinated by these little
creatures and I’m sorry to see them go in the fall but glad when they return in the spring. I learned that the female
collects and weaves stretchy spider silk which is woven through the nest (about the size of a quarter) to hold it together,
bind it to the branch and expand as the chicks grow. Attracting and keeping hummingbirds coming back is relatively easy
by planting a host of different flowering plants such as bee balm, hosta, salvia, Alstroemeria, hibiscus and zinnia among
many others.
The book includes a native plants chart and a hardiness zone chart and in addition, includes a birdhouse guidelines chart
describing the bird species, house and hole dimensions, placement and color and a bird’s favorite food chart for more
than 40 different bird species.
I give The Best of Birds&Blooms 2019 5 out of 5 stars.
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About the author:
The Best of Birds&Blooms 2019 is an annual publication published by Birds and Blooms Books, RDA Enthusiast Brands.
The Best of Birds&Blooms 2019 (hardcover, 255 pages) can be purchased from Amazon for around (a very pricey) $50. But it can be
purchased new or used on Amazon for $2 - $20 (go figure.) I found it new and used on eBay from $4 - $22.

SOIL TESTING … the Right First Step towards proper care of your lawn and garden.
BENEFITS OF SOIL TESTING
• Take advantage of nutrients already in the soil. • Identify nutrients that are lacking in the soil. • Reduce fertilizer applications by
applying only what is needed. • Provide a proper balance of plant nutrients. • Adjust soil pH to an optimum level. • Reduce chances of
excess nutrients getting into water sources.
WHEN SHOULD SOIL BE TESTED?
The best time to evaluate the nutrient status of the soil is during a time when plants aren’t growing, although any time of year is
satisfactory. In any case, it’s more environmentally friendly to SOIL TEST than to guess about which fertilizers to use. For your SOIL
TEST to be as accurate as possible, collect the soil sample before fertilizer is applied and use the proper sampling procedures.
COLLECTING A GOOD SOIL SAMPLE
• Soil properties vary from place to place. The sample should be representative of the lawn or garden. • Do not sample unusual or nonrepresentative areas. • Scrape plant debris from soil surface before sampling. • Sample lawns and gardens to a 6” depth. • Using a
clean bucket and a soil probe or spade, combine cores or slices of soil from at least 15 locations scattered throughout the lawn or
garden (see diagram). • Mix soil thoroughly and fill the sample bag with a pint of the mixture. • Submit samples to your county
Extension office. They will send samples to the OSU Soil, Water and Forage Laboratory for testing.
WHERE TO FIND MORE INFORMATION ON SOIL TESTING
Contact your county Extension office for more information on SOIL TESTING. They will submit your samples to the OSU Soil
Testing Laboratory and help you interpret the results.
-- Hailin Zhang, Lab Director
405-744-6630 soiltesting@okstate.edu www.soiltesting.okstate.edu

BILTMORE ESTATE HORTICULTURAL MANAGER TO SPEAK
Semi-Annual Oklahoma Horticultural Society Meeting
February 22 @ 6 - 8 pm
The Tulsa Botanic Garden is hosting the semi-annual Oklahoma Horticultural Society meeting in Tulsa on
February 22 at 6 p.m. The speaker will be Bill Quade, Senior Horticulture Manager at Biltmore Estate in
Asheville, NC. His topic will be Biltmore – Maintaining Olmsted’s Vision. The lecture is free and open to the
public.
Website: https://www.ok-hort.org/

RECOMMENDED GARDENING WEBSITES
Oklahoma Proven – Want to know about plants that do well in Oklahoma? Then visit the Oklahoma Proven
website created by OSU. Oklahoma Proven is a plant promotion program coordinated by faculty in the
Department of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture at Oklahoma State University. The goal of the
program is to recommend plants well-adapted for use across Oklahoma. www.oklahomaproven.org
OSU Fact Sheets – OSU Fact Sheets are another important resource to find research-based information on
any number of horticultural topics.
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets
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Oklahoma Gardening YouTube Videos –Did you miss an episode of Oklahoma Gardening, or you forgot to
record the show? Well, stop throwing things at your television! Now you can find your favorite episodes on
YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/user/OklahomaGardening

Master Gardener Association of Rogers County
General Membership Meeting, January 21, 2020
Call to Order
The Master Gardener Association of Rogers County General Meeting was called to order on January 21, 2020
at 6:20 p.m. by Co-President Tom Maier.
Approval of Minutes
Secretary’s minutes were provided in the January 2020 newsletter sent out to the general membership via email. Jerry Henry moved to approve; motion was seconded. Motion carried unanimously.
Standing Committee Reports
The Standing Committee Chairpersons and the current subcommittee chairs each gave an abbreviated summary
of his/her committee’s assigned responsibilities were and what their plans were for the current year. The
purpose was to explain what the Master Gardeners primary annual functions are and how the membership and
2020 students can earn their required voluntary hours.
Old Business
Jennifer Podowski explained that an annual audit is mandated by the MG by-laws. The plan is to do one
shortly, pending a volunteer to help, and then coordinating schedules. Next month a report will be presented to
the membership. Jennifer also asked members to order any tee-shirts they want at this meeting so an order can
go in this month.
New Business
John Haase, the OSU Extension Agent, awarded official MG volunteer nametags to each of the graduating 2019
Master Gardener interns. They were Tina Gates, Paul and Linda Davis, Eileen Plemmons, Betty Chezem, Jean
Holt, Don Curry, Penny Curry
Janice Hensley gave a well-deserved, brand-new award to two members for their continual work, generally
behind the scenes. The “Energizer Bunny“ certificate was given to Dora Johnson and JoAnn Lynch. Janice
also said thanks to Jerry Henry and Sarah Steele for their work on the fall plant sale which made $843 last year.
Tom Maier finished up new business with the recommendation for everyone to sign up on the volunteer
committee sheets and said that left over pizzas can be sold for $5 each. The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Penny Curry, MG Secretary 2020
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The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that no
discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs.

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and
regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion,
disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment,
financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email:
eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies. Any person who believes that discriminatory practices have
been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title
IX Coordinator 405-744-9154.
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