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GARDEN TIPS FOR NOVEMBER! 
David Hillock 

 

Lawn & Turf 

 Fertilize cool-season grasses like fescue with 1pound nitrogen per 1000 sq. ft. 

 Continue to mow fescue as needed at 2 inches and water during dry conditions. 

 Control broadleaf winter weeds like dandelions. (HLA-6601) 

 Keep falling leaves off fescue to avoid damage to the foliage. 

 

Tree & Shrub 

 Prune deciduous trees in early part of winter. Prune only for structural and safety purposes. 

 Wrap young, thin-barked trees with a commercial protective material to prevent winter 

sunscald. 

 Apply dormant oil for scale infested trees and shrubs before temperatures fall below 

40 degrees Fahrenheit. Follow label directions. 

 Continue to plant balled and burlapped and containerized trees. 

 Watch for arborvitae aphids, which tolerate cooler temperatures in evergreen shrubs. 

 

Flowers 

 Tulips can still be successfully planted through the middle of November. 

 Leave foliage on asparagus, mums, and other perennials to help insulate crowns from harsh 

winter conditions. 

 Bulbs like hyacinth, narcissus and tulip can be potted in containers for indoor forcing. 

 

Fruits & Nuts 

 Delay pruning fruit trees until next February or March before bud break. 

 Harvest pecans and walnuts immediately to eliminate deterioration of the kernel. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 Leftover garden seeds can be stored in an airtight container in the refrigerator or freezer until 

next planting season. Discard seeds over 3 years old. 

 Gather and shred leaves. Add to compost, use as mulch or till into garden plots. 

 Clean and store garden and landscape tools. Coat with a light application of oil to prevent 

rusting.  Drain fuel tanks, irrigation lines, and hoses. Bring hoses indoors. 

http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-1339/HLA-6601web2017.pdf


Light and its Role in Plant Growth and Development 
David Hillock 

 

Light is extremely important for plant growth and development; without light plants cannot grow 

and without the right type or length of light some plants may not produce flowers or fruit. Light 

has three principal characteristics that affect plant growth: quantity, quality and duration. 

 

Light quantity refers to the intensity or concentration of sunlight and varies with the season of the 

year. The maximum is present in the summer and the minimum in winter. The more sunlight a 

plant receives (up to a point), the better capacity it has to produce plant food through 

photosynthesis. As the sunlight quantity decreases, the photosynthetic process decreases. Light 

quantity can be decreased in a garden or greenhouse by using shade cloth above the plants. It can 

be increased by surrounding plants with white or reflective materials or supplemental lights. 

 

Light quality refers to the color or wavelength reaching the plant surface. Sunlight can be broken 

up by a prism into respective colors of red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet. On a 

rainy day, raindrops act as tiny prisms and break the sunlight into these colors, producing a 

rainbow. Red and blue light have the greatest effect on plant growth. Green light is least effective 

to plants as they reflect green light and absorb none. It is this reflected light that makes them 

appear green to us. Blue light is primarily responsible for vegetative growth or leaf growth. Red 

light, when combined with blue light, encourages flowering in plants. Fluorescent, or cool-white, 

light is high in the blue range of light quality and is used to encourage leafy growth. Such light 

would be excellent for starting seedlings. Incandescent light is high in the red or orange range, 

but generally produces too much heat to be a valuable light source. Fluorescent "grow" lights 

have a mixture of red and blue colors that attempts to imitate sunlight as closely as possible, but 

they are costly and generally not of any greater value than regular fluorescent lights. 

 

Light duration, or photoperiod, refers to the amount of time that a plant is exposed to sunlight. 

When the concept of photoperiod was first recognized, it was thought that the length of periods 

of light triggered flowering. The various categories of response were named according to the 

light length (i.e., short-day and long-day). It was then discovered that it is not the length of the 

light period, but the length of uninterrupted dark periods that is critical to floral development. 

The ability of many plants to flower is controlled by photoperiod. Plants can be classified into 

three categories, depending upon their flowering response to the duration of darkness. These are 

short-day, long-day or day-neutral plants. 

 

Short-day plants form their flowers only when the day length is less than about 12 hours in 

duration. Short-day plants include many spring- and fall-flowering plants such as chrysanthemum 

and poinsettia. Long-day plants form flowers only when day lengths exceed 12 hours (short 

nights). They include almost all of the summer-flowering plants, such as rudbeckia and salvia, as 

well as many vegetables including beet, radish, lettuce, spinach and potato. Day-neutral plants 

form flowers regardless of day length. Some plants do not really fit into any category, but may be 

responsive to combinations of day lengths. The petunia will flower regardless of day length, but 

flowers earlier and more profusely under long daylight. Since chrysanthemums flower under the 

short-day conditions of spring or fall the method for manipulating the plant into experiencing 



short days is very simple. If long days are predominant, a shade cloth is drawn over the 

chrysanthemum for 12 hours daily to block out light until flower buds are initiated. To bring a 

long-day plant into flower when sunlight is not present longer than 12 hours, artificial light is 

added until flower buds are initiated. 

 

In the landscape, plants vary in their need for light. Some plants require full sun and some 

perform best in shady areas. Full sun plants may grow in shadier areas, but their performance is 

usually poor. As a rule, sunny areas are those that get at least 6 hours of full, direct, sun a day. 

Light shade gets at least 4 hours of direct sun or 6 or more of dappled light. Full (also called 

deep) shade gets 4 hours or less of sun. 

 

As important as light is when selecting plants for the landscape, remember that light is not the 

only factor that affects growth. High summer temperatures and the extreme humidity also affect 

plant growth and performance. Some bedding plants for example, such as lobelia and alyssum, 

are labeled for full sun, but suffer in the brutal Oklahoma heat. Such plants may need to be 

placed so they receive as much sun in the early part of the day, but are protected from the late 

afternoon sun. 

 

 

Winter Protection of Broadleaf Evergreens 
David Hillock 

 

A group of plants that often experience winter damage are the broadleaf evergreens such as 

hollies and boxwood. Water loss can cause severe damage to broadleaf evergreens during winter 

when high winds or temporary warm weather causes a plant to give off an unusually high amount 

of moisture. 

 

When this water loss occurs at times when the ground is frozen, roots cannot take up moisture to 

replace lost water. The result is a browning or burning of the foliage. 

 

Various management practices may help to prevent winter damage. Make sure the plants enter 

the dormant season in a healthy and vigorous condition with adequate soil moisture. Check to see 

that the center of the plant is free of dead leaves and other debris. And be sure to continue 

watering during the dry winter months. Monitor weather conditions and water during extended 

dry periods or about one to two times per month. Water only when air temperatures are above 

40 degrees F. Apply water at midday so it will have time to soak in before possible freezing at 

night. Mulch the plant with wood chips to reduce water loss from the soil. Mulch also protects 

the plant by preventing rapid temperature changes at the soil surface. 

 

Boxwoods seem to be more susceptible to winter damage. Boxwoods placed in sites exposed to 

winter winds tend to experience more damage. Provide wind protection for plants in exposed 

situations by creating a simple wind break. Use snow fences or stretch burlap between stakes or 

over a lattice frame set next to the boxwood. Or you can stick pine boughs in the ground around 

plants to form a wind break. When planting boxwoods, it is best to avoid exposed, windy sites.  

 



Large boxwoods and other evergreens prone to ice damage may be protected by wrapping the 

outer branches with strong nylon cord. Tie the cord securely to a low branch, pressing the boughs 

upwards and inward; wrap cord in an upward spiral around the bush, having cords 8 to 10 inches 

apart. Have cord tight enough to prevent breakage from excess weight of snow or ice, but not 

tight enough to exclude air circulation around the plant. 

 

 

Dish Gardens 
David Hillock 

 

Dish gardens are a type of container garden, usually made with shallow, open dishes or bowls 

and with multiple plants in one container. The plants may be of the same or different species. 

Often, plants are chosen to add color or texture to a space, whether indoors or out. 

 

The container chosen is up to the taste of the individual, but there are some basic considerations. 

A container needs to have enough room for the plants it will contain, as well as the media to 

support those plants. Drainage holes are another key factor. Do not use a layer of gravel at the 

bottom of the pot for drainage; a layer of gravel will actually hinder water movement away from 

roots. The composition of the container needs to be considered—plastic pots get brittle outdoors 

in the sun, and outdoor clay pots need more frequent watering, for example. Succulents don’t 

need as deep a dish as other plants, since they can tolerate shallow rooting. 

 

Plants used in dish gardens generally stay small or are slow growing. It is essential to select 

plants with similar watering and light needs for a successful dish garden. Planting a succulent, 

which needs a fast-draining soil to avoid overwatering, together with a nerve plant, which likes 

moist soil and thrives in high humidity, is going to create a difficult maintenance situation at 

best. Plants with similar growing conditions have the best chance at creating a pleasant, low-

maintenance dish garden. 

 

The media chosen for the pot will vary, depending upon the type of plants used; media should 

drain well, but hold adequate moisture and should not be very fertile. Fertile soil will encourage 

rapid growth. Fast-draining media contains sand, perlite and other ingredients that expedite 

drainage to prevent cactus and other succulents from sitting in water for too long. 

 

When designing the dish garden, keep in mind that plants in groups of odd numbers (three, five, 

etc.) are often perceived as more aesthetically pleasing. Many people choose to make dish 

gardens similar to floral arrangements, with a “thriller” (tall plant in the middle), a “filler” (bushy 

plants that fill voids in the pot) and a “spiller” (trailing plants that hang over the side). Others like 

to use plants to make miniature scenes, complete with miniature hardscaping or figurines, to 

portray fairy gardens, jungle environments, or model parks. Dish gardens give free rein to 

creativity once the basic plant needs are met. 

 

For more information on creating dish gardens see our fact sheet HLA-6451 Dish Gardens.  

 

 

http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11583/HLA-6451-2019.pdf


Gypsum Improves Clay Soils - A Garden Myth 
David Hillock 

 

It is a common gardening myth that adding gypsum to clay soils will help loosen the clay and 

make growing conditions better. However, there is no scientific basis or research to support the 

claim. One speculation on how this myth may have come about is that perhaps an enthusiastic 

homeowner heard that some gypsum would be a good source of sulfur (which it is) for plants. 

Since gypsum was only a few dollars a ton, the gardener probably purchased a pick-up load of 

the off-white colored material for the garden. After spreading it, the gardener would have found 

it necessary to till it in many times to get it thoroughly mixed and restore the soil to its original 

color. The gardener may have experienced the greatest crop in years and attributed this to the 

gypsum. More likely the garden benefited from the good deep tillage occasionally needed to 

break up hard pans or compacted layers of soil that form at the normal tillage depth. The high 

rate of gypsum served as a good marker, or indicator of when the job was done. Gypsum does 

have a place in the landscape as an amendment for correcting sodic or alkali soils, but does not 

really contribute to improving clay soils. 

 

 


