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 PLANNING  FOR SPRING 

Dear Education Volunteers,  
 

I have been discussing with Susan 
Raasch, one of our new members to the 
Master Gardeners, about some 
possibilities at the garden for education 
and also for expanding some of our 
opportunities at the schools. 
 
  Since spring is so busy, we have 
planned on getting a head start on next 
year and brainstorming about what we 
are doing that works well and how we 
can improve.. 
 
With that said, I have reserved the front 
part of the county building for 

September 25th from 1-3 for an 

education planning session.  
 
We would appreciate your positive 
input in helping to plan and get ready 
for this school year. 
 
 Bring your thinking caps, a snack if you 
like and innovative ideas.  I look 
forward to seeing you there. 
  
Sincerely,  
Phyllis Stearnes 
Education coordinator 
MGARC  

 

  

FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT 

                                                         Butch Kindley, Vice- President 

 
One purpose and vision   of MGARC is for volunteers to be 
effective educators in gardening and environmental 
stewardship.  This is out of our handbook.  
 
In keeping with this purpose Clark Schilling and Floyd Culp 
held a class on hydroponic gardening and  Penny Curry did a 
workshop on how to set up a basic worm bin for 
vermicomposting.  Both were interesting, as well as 
informative and will probably be repeated.  Hydroponic 
gardens use less water.  Composting and vermicomposting 
keeps some of our waste out of landfills. So these classes 
taught gardening and environmental stewardship.  
 
We have some educational activities  planned for children 
for the Rogers County Fair.  
 
Earlier this summer, one of our master gardeners, Susan 
Raasch, attended a workshop in Oklahoma City.  She came 
back with several horticultural ideas that should be both 
educational and fun.  Some of the ideas would be to do more 
MG in the classroom, day camps at the teaching garden and 
school gardens.   
 
One of my favorite episodes of Growing a Greener World is 
the Green Bronx Machine.  Stephen Ritz teaches students at 
a school in NYC how to raise vegetables and how to use 
them.  This improves the neighborhood since many of the 
students, as well as their parents  have never had fresh 
vegetables before. The students do better in school when 
eating healthier.    
 
We may not have enough volunteers for all these projects, 
but it is something to think about and do what we can.  
 
These MGs had visions and acted on them.  If anyone else 
has a vision or idea, run with it.    
 
A few months back, I mentioned that I would be having 
surgery sometime this year.  I have surgery scheduled after 
the Sept. meeting.  I am not supposed to drive for a few 
weeks, so I won't be doing much for a while.  

                                            
 
 

http://www.mgaroco.com/
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Upcoming Garden, Zoo Programs  
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Master Gardener Association of Rogers County 

            General Meeting Minutes 
                      August 19, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER 

Vice-President Butch Kindley opened the August 19 meeting of the Master Gardeners Association of Rogers County at 
6:15 pm in the Rogers County Building.   

REPORTS 

He asked for any additions and corrections to the June MGARC general meeting minutes as were reported in the August 
MG newsletter.   No discussion, moved to approve, seconded and the group voted to accept. 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

ASK A MASTER GARDENER  

JoAnn Lynch thanked her committee and co-chair Carolyn Peterson for the successful plant clinics, held in conjunction 
with the Claremore Farmers Market on recent Saturdays. One more clinic is set for this season, she noted. 

VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT 

Miriam Legett deferred to Janice Hensley, who suggested to anyone with ideas for a fall bus trip for the membership to 
get in touch with Dora Johnson. Hensley informed the members that there were two MG who would be obtaining 15-
year status and will be recognized this fall. 

Miriam thanked her MG family for all the help and support provided for her husband and to her in dealing with his 
ongoing health crisis. 

GARDEN DEVELOPMENT 

Tom Maier spoke about finishing the children’s slide at the Teaching Garden. Other projects (concrete pad at butterfly to 
stand on, cleaning the supply shed and installing guttering) will be reserved for cooler weather.  He thanked his hard-
working core group of MG and urged all the members present to sign-up on his volunteer lists for the upcoming 
endeavors. 

Butch Kindley interjected a thank-you to Terry Whitely, who had installed electricity at the shed.   Janice Hensley said 
that work is also ongoing on signage at the Teaching Garden. 

HOOP HOUSE 

Clark Shilling announced plans for an educational hydroponic workshop to be held in the near future. He already had 
signed up 9 people who had expressed interest. He invited anyone wanting to learn more about hydroponics to sign up 
on his register.  The date and further details are yet to be firmed up, he said.   

ROGERS COUNTY FREE FAIR 

Doris Olson, events coordinator, reminded all of the upcoming Rogers County Free Fair, which will be held on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, Sept.12-13-14, 2019.  The MG booth will feature MG volunteers answering gardening questions, 
sharing information about the fall Master Gardener class signup and handing out fact sheets.   
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August general meeting minutes, continued: 

Butch Kindley has prepared an electronic quiz board as another activity for those people visiting the MG booth at the 
Fair.  The quiz questions at this Fair will concern the Eastern Black Swallowtail butterfly, which is recognized as the 
Oklahoma state butterfly. 

Olson expressed her appreciation to Linda Hopper and Frankie Bartley, who are helping recruit volunteers; Pam Larkin, 
who helped with posters and decorations, and Eileen Plemmons and Betty Chezam for their hard work behind the 
scenes. 

FALL FESTIVAL 

Jerry Henry, chair, announced that the MG Fall Festival is planned for Friday, October 12, 9 am – 3 pm at the Rogers 
County Building.  He handed out flyers with information.  Henry said he is anticipating having an artist making balloon 
animals and tours of the Teaching Garden during the day.  Other activities will include music, children’s activities, 
vendors, a yard sale and a plant sale. Proceeds will benefit the Teaching Garden, according to the flyer.  Set-up for the 
Festival and receipt of donated plants will be held on Thursday, Oct. 11, said Henry. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

WEBSITE--Jennifer Podowski described a new security policy which is being instituted by Google for all websites at a cost 
of $200 per website per year.  She indicated that no personal information is shared anywhere on the MG website and 
voiced the opinion this measure was not necessary. She referred members to an in-depth article which she had written 
on this topic printed in the August MG newsletter. 

NEWSLETTER--Kay Waterman, editor, asked anyone who had not received the email newsletter to add their names to 
the list she had started. 

PUBLICITY--Jim Stone has been active getting information to the local electric company, which will print MG information 
in their monthly billing flyer.  He also provides information on the monthly MG meeting and educational program to the 
Claremore Progress. With the July hiatus, information about the August program was premature getting into the paper, 
but that information has been repeated in the daily column It’s Happening several times. 

RECORDING 

Connie Shilling, coordinator, said she would be happy to help any member who is having difficulties entering their 
service and education hours on the OSU website. Give her a call. 

OLD BUSINESS 

JoAnn Lynch described the new tent canopy which had been purchased for MG use.  When it is received, grommets will 
be added across the front panel to add a vinyl banner.  It is hoped, she said, that job can be completed before the Free 
Fair next month. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Penny Curry, MG Class of 2019, announced a composting demonstration, which will be held 10-12 noon on Saturday, 
Sept. 7 during the Claremore Farmers Market.  Composting guru Steve Wood of Tulsa will be talking about his ideas and 
techniques.  She invited all interested to attend. 

John Haase thanked JoAnn Lynch, who worked “incognito” (meaning on her own) at the courthouse gardens to maintain 
the beds.  He also commended MGARC as being the “most compassionate” group he had ever been affiliated with. 

Butch Kindley asked for a motion to adjourn. Motion by Jerry Henry, seconded by Delores Wall, all aye, adjourned 6:40 
pm.        

Respectfully submitted, Kay Waterman for Trudy Hedgpath 
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Above, composting seminar co-ordinated by MG Penny Curry (Class of ’19) was held recently during the Claremore Farmers 

Market.  Composting guru Steve Wood of Tulsa worked to inform the group about the latest In composting ideas.  Penny Curry 

also provided a demonstration on vermiculture during the session. 

  

 

The Gardening Development committee announces the completion of the slide in the Children’s Garden, located 

just behind the Teaching Garden in Will Rogers Park.  Pictured below are chairman Tom Maier, with MG Jack 

Hannah and Paul Davis.   Not pictured is MG Linda Davis.  
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Current Challenges in Horticulture and 
Landscape Architecture 

          Thursday, October 10, 2019 

           Wes Watkins Center — 108 Seminar Room Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK 

While many topics in this conference are unrelated, they share a common theme of subject matter that is 

sometimes difficult to approach yet warrants discussion. Topics were chosen based on their need for 

clarification and to gain a better understanding of speakers and attendees’ interests and concerns regarding these 

sometimes provocative issues. Speakers will address various “sides” to these issues and respond to attendees’ 

viewpoints. 

SCHEDULE Friday, Oct. 10, 2019         

8:45 – 9:15 a.m. Registration and Networking 

9:15 – 9:30 a.m. Opening Remarks 

9:30 – 10:20 a.m. 
 

The Relevance of Plants’ Origins: Facts, Fallacies and Uncertainties Mike Schnelle, Extension Specialist, 

Horticulture and Landscape Architecture, OSU 

 

10:20 – 11:10 a.m. 

Native is not Enough: Gardens in a Regional Context Cheryl Mihalko, Associate Professor, Landscape 

Architecture, Horticulture and Landscape Architecture, OSU 

11:10 – 11:25 a.m. Break 

11:25 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

Diabetes to Cancer: Plants in Oklahoma That Can Make a Difference 

Niels Maness, Professor, Postharvest Physiology Horticulture and Landscape Architecture, OSU 

 

12:15 – 1:10 p.m. Lunch and Networking  

 

1:10 – 2:00 p.m. 
 

Understanding and Managing Herbicide-Resistant Weeds 

Misha Manuchehri, Assistant Professor and Weed Science Extension Specialist Department of Plant and Soil 

Sciences, OSU 

 

2:00 – 2:50 p.m. 
 

What Might Oklahoma’s Climate Look Like in the Future?  Renee McPherson, Associate Professor, Department 

of Geography and Environmental Sustainability, University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK 

 

2:50 – 3:10 p.m. Break 
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COVER OUTSIDE 

 
 

Schedule, Current Challenges Oct. 10, Stillwater, continued: 
 

3:10 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Thinkwater: Responsible Landscape Water Use for Oklahoma.  Justin Quetone Moss, Professor and Huffine 

Endowed Professor of Turfgrass Science Horticulture and Landscape Architecture, OSU 

4:00 – 4:50 p.m. 

Genetically Modified Organisms: Getting at the Science of the Matter, Carol Powers, Coordinator Graduate 

Professional Development, Graduate College, OSU 

4:50 – 5:15 p.m. Evaluation and Networking  

5:15 pm Conference Ends 

Need directions and parking information? https://meetings.okstate.edu/maps.html 

      Seven ASLA CEUs are available 

NOTE: Disability needs should be communicated to Stephanie Larimer, 405-744-5404 by October 1. (e.g. 
Dietary needs, wheelchair, sign language interpreter) 

 

SEE REGISTRATION FORM AND MAILING INFORMATION BELOW. DEADLINE OCT. 1, 2019 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - Please detach this section and return- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Registration must be postmarked by October 1.  Register early as no late registrations or walk-ins can be accepted.  Registration is $80 per person. 

Educators, Master Gardeners, Linnaeus Gardeners, Oklahoma Garden Association and students’ registration is $65. Questions? Call Stephanie, 405-

744-5404. 

Please make check payable to: Horticulture & Landscape Architecture Department. Mail with form below to: 

Current Challenges in Horticulture and Landscape Architecture 

Attn: Stephanie Larimer Oklahoma State University 358 Agricultural Hall 

Stillwater, OK 74078-6027   OR Register on-line: https://secure.touchnet.com/C20271_ustores/web/index.jsp Select: Horticulture/Landscape 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  City  State  Zip 

Phone Number    Total Amount Enclosed      Email    

                   $80 Registration must be postmarked by October 1 & Refund Requests must be received by October 1. 
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       January 
 

8      Board meets 9 am 

  

22  General Meeting  

       Pizza/ sign up 

       For  committees  

      (Note: Tuesday night) 

       February 
 

12 Board Meets 9am 

 

19 Sheena Webb,  
            Tangled Webb Garden             

           Seed to Table 
         (Note: Tuesday night) 

      March 
 

12 Board Meets 9am 

 

18          Kellyn Register, 

              Horticulturist & 

Chris Gabbard, 
Arborist from the 

Gathering Place 

 

      April 
 

5-7 Home & Garden Show 

          

9           Board Meets 9 am 

 

12-13   Spring Plant Sale 

 

15         Keyhole Gardening 

Tulsa Master Gardeners 

  

       May 
 

14      Board Meets 9am 

 

20     Spring Fellowship 

      June 
 

1 Safenet Garden Tour 

 

11 Board Meets 9am 

 

17 Casey Hentges 

OK Gardening Host, 

Poisonous Plants 

      July 
 

         

 

        No  Meeting 

      August 
 

13 Board Meets 9am 

 

19 Sheila Kenotz,  

What’s New in the 
Philbrook Gardens 

      September 
 

10 Board Meets 9am 

 

13-15 Free Fair 
 

16 Lori Hutson, 

             Horticulturist, 

Tulsa Botanic Garden 

       October 
 

5 Fall Plant Sale 
 

9 Board Meets  9 am 

 

21 Jay Ross & 

Ric Kotarsky, curators 

Tulsa Zoo 

Monarch Initiative 

 

 

 

 

 

      November 
 

12 Board Meets 9 am 

 

18 Fall Fellowship 

    December 
 

     

      No  Meeting 
 

Master Gardeners Association of 

Rogers County c/o OSU Extension 

200 S. Lynn Riggs Blvd. Claremore, 

OK 74017 

Phone: 918-923-4958 

 

 

 
 

Unless otherwise announced, all general, program and Board meetings are at the Rogers County Building 416 S. Brady in Claremore, OK.  For more information call 
Janice Hensley, Program Director, at 918-638-7149. 

Unless otherwise announced, all general, program and Board meetings are at the Rogers County Building 416 S. Brady in Claremore, OK. For more information call 

Janice Hensley, Program Director, at 918-638-7149.The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade 

names is with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs. 

 

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX 

of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and 

regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 

disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, 
financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email: 

eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies. Any person who believes that discriminatory practices have 

been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title 
IX Coordinator 405-744-9154. 

2019 EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

 

mailto:eeo@okstate.edu

