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FROM THE Vice-PRESIDENT

The Rogers County Free Fair
is set for Thursday, Sept. 12,
Friday, Sept.13 and Saturday
Sept. 14, 2019. MG booth set-up
will be on Wednesday, Sept. 11.
Take-down will be at noon on
Sunday, Sept. 15.
The Master Gardener booth this
year will feature the state
butterfly, the Eastern Black
Swallowtail. An interactive quiz
board, a children’s activity book
and possibly a video will be part
of the MG planned agenda.
The MGARC booth will be
manned 9 am to 9 pm each day.
The shifts are 3 hours, with 4
shifts per day. Linda Hopper and
Frankie Bartley are overseeing
the volunteer signup.
Come to the Master Gardener
meeting, Aug. 19 with your
calendars and get a time and
date you can work. If you won’t
be at the August meeting, get in
touch with Linda or Frankie for
available times and dates.
Get involved make our Fair Booth
great! --Doris Olson, event chair

See Rogers County Fair.com in the near future
for full schedule of events and activities!

The year is rushing by. For vegetable gardeners, it is time to start a
fall garden. OSU has two helpful fact sheets, Oklahoma garden
planning guide #6004 and Fall gardening #6009. We should
have both or you can find them at osufacts.okstate.edu.
We have two more large events this year.
The Rogers County Fair will be Sept.12-14, with set up on Sept. 11
and tear down on Sept. 15. The fair will be open 12 hours each
day, so we need a lot of volunteers to work 3 hour shifts. Sign up
for volunteers will be at our monthly meeting on Aug. 19. Doris
and her team have some new and exciting ideas for this year.
The next event will be the fall fundraiser/plant sale on Oct. 12,
with set up and receiving on Oct. 11. It is time to start thinking
about what you want to donate and potting your plants.
These will be about the last chances for your service hours. We
need help even if you have all your service hours. Please
remember to record your hours.
As most of you know Grace Aquino resigned as treasurer at our
June meeting. Thank you Grace for your service and best wishes
on your future endeavors. Also a big thank you to Carolyn
Peterson for stepping up to finish her term.
As of Aug. 9, we have produced 216 tomatoes weighing 76.4 lbs. in
the raised beds at the hoop house. Most were donated to Safe Net.
Other organizations donate food to Safe Net, but fresh is always
better, which is one of the reasons we garden, and why Safe Net
appreciates what we donate. The hydroponic garden has
produced 141 tomatoes, but I do not have a weight. The plants in
the hydroponic garden do look better for fall production.
We are planning a short class on hydroponics, probably in
September. This is for information only, so you do not have to
commit to starting a hydroponic garden. If you do want to start a
hydroponic garden, you will have an initial investment, but can
reuse everything. You will just need fertilizer the following years.
You can also increase or decrease the size of the garden later. You
can also use organic fertilizer.
If anyone is doing aquaponics for home garden and would like to
share, please let us know.
Butch Kindley, vice president

Master Gardeners –Rogers County

August, 2019

Free Fair Planning Committee Meets
Doris Olson, events chair, reported on the July 9, 2019 meeting of the
Free Fair Planning Committee.
Attending were Olson, Linda Hopper, Frankie Bartley, Dena Cook,
Eileen Plemmons, Betty Chezem and Butch Kindley.
Dates for the annual Rogers County Free Fair are Sept. 12-14, 2019,
at the Expo Center. Setup for the MG booth will begin at 12 noon on
Wednesday, Sept. 11, with take-down beginning at 12 noon on Sunday, Sept.
15. Volunteer shifts at the booth will be from 8:45 – 12 noon, 11:45 – 3 pm,
2:45 – 6 pm and 5:45 – 9 pm.
Linda Hopper and Frankie Bartley volunteered to take the
responsibility to find MG Volunteers to fill each of those shifts during the open days of the Fair. Three volunteers will be needed for
each of the 3-hour assignments at the booth. Sign-up sheets will be available at the Monday, August 19 meeting. Many hands are
also needed before and after the Fair to assemble the booth on Wednesday and then break it down on Sunday.
There are no plans for a MG Country Store at this year’s Free Fair.
The theme for the MG booth this year will feature the state butterfly, the Eastern Black Swallowtail. Using this theme, the
group discussed several ideas for interaction at the MG booth:
•
A 6-page children’s pamphlet about the swallowtail, showing the life cycle and other facts, a picture of the
butterfly and a coloring page for kids to complete. Doris Olson suggested that the coloring pages be returned to the booth to be
hung for display. She also forwarded the idea that when the picture was brought back to the booth that MG provide a seed packet
for their participation. This could be the host plant or nectar plant for this butterfly, she noted.
•

Butch Kindley and Doris Olson will work to create an electronic quiz game, illustrating facts about the swallowtail.

•
Eileen Plemmons volunteered to research for the life cycle of the butterfly in video format to be shown, via computer as
was done at the Home and Garden show last spring.

Many thanks to Master Gardener Barbara White,
who prepares these terrific flyers each month
informing the public in attractive ways about the
educational programs provided during the
monthly general membership meetings.
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Fall Festival Plant Sale
I know in this blazing heat it's hard to start thinking about prepping for fall. But soon the days will be cooling
off, the summer winding down, and the fall plant sale will be upon us!
So please start dividing, transplanting, or potting any plants you would like to donate to the fall festival which
will be held October 12th this year. We look forward to a gorgeous collection of plants from the greatest group
of gardeners around!
Sarah Steele, co-chair

MGARC Website: Security Update
In this time of worry over Internet security, Google is requiring all sites to be secure with a SSL
Certificate, so that the site has an HTTPS address and green secure padlock. What is an SSL Certificate? I
had to Google that!
An SSL, “ protects sensitive information as it travels across the world’s computer networks. It provides
privacy, critical security and data integrity for both websites and users’ personal information.”
(https://www.sslshopper.com) The SSL is used to keep sensitive information encrypted so only the
intended recipient can access it. This is especially necessary if websites ask for credit cards, usernames,
and passwords.
Since our website only contains content for interested MGARC members and a small percentage of the
general public, the board decided not to purchase (at $200/year) a SSL Certificate. There is very little
risk to you if you use the website to procure club or horticultural information. You are not using a
password or username on our site, nor do we sell merchandise that requires credit cards.
In the near future, Google will down rank websites on the search engines and let visitors know they are
visiting an unsafe/unsecure site if that site does not have a SSL Certificate. So you might get a warning
when you go on the MGARC website that it is not secure. Not to worry!
But take this information and apply it to other sites you may use. If you are inputting a username,
password or credit card, make sure that site has an HTTPS address and green secure padlock in the URL
window. Happy browsing!!
Jennifer Podowski
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Master Gardener Association of Rogers
General Meeting Minutes
June 17, 2019

Call to Order
The Master Gardener Association of Rogers County General Meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:23 p.m.
by Co-President Jim Stone.
Approval of Minutes
Secretary’s minutes for April General Meeting were was provided in the May newsletter sent out to the general membership via email. Doris Olson moved to approve; motion was second. Motion carried unanimously.
There was no May General Meeting due to inclement weather. No secretary report.
Approval of Treasurer’s Report
The general treasurer’s report was presented by Grace Aquino. The MG account has a balance of $11,489.10 as of 05/30/2019.
Grace Aquino has verbally indicated her intention to resign as treasurer before her present term has ended, effective immediately.
Aquino’s verbal resignation was announced during the MGARC general membership meeting on June 17, 2019. Her resignation has
been accepted by the board and general membership. The task of recruiting a replacement or interim treasurer is underway to serve
out the rest of the present term that ends December 31, 2019.
The Teaching Garden’s treasurer’s report was presented by John Haase with a balance of $21,532.55 as of 06/01/2019. Jerry Henry
moved to approve; motion was second. Motion carried unanimously.
Committee Reports
Plant Clinics
Carolyn Peterson informed the general membership of three upcoming dates for “Ask a Master Gardener” Plant Clinics in
conjunction with the Claremore Farmers Market. Volunteers are needed for the June 29, July 20 and August 17 sessions, with two
shifts, 7:15 – 10 am and 10 am – 1 pm.
Volunteer Development
Miriam Legett, co-chair, recognized the volunteers of the June Pollinator Workshop. She reminded Association members who are
unable to complete their volunteer hours due to health or family issues or are unable to afford dues because of financial reasons to
speak with her privately.
Garden Development
Tom Maier reported three projects are under consideration.
1.) A slide for the children’s garden;
2.) a concrete pad in front of the butterfly painting on the side of the tool shed, and
3.) clean out the storage shed located outside the Teaching Garden.
Teaching Garden
Janice Hensley reported two Eagle Scouts have contacted her for support. One Eagle Scout candidate has suggested constructing a
trellis for climbing plants inside the Teaching Garden. Hensley encouraged membership to visit the Teaching Garden to view the
progress. The Teaching Garden was the first location on the schedule for the Safenet Garden Tour. The 2019 Junior Miss Cherokee
attended as ambassador from the Cherokee Nation. The Cherokee signage has been installed. Hensley reported that the Teaching
Garden is now open to the public 10 am - 2 pm Monday through Friday. Volunteers are needed on Fridays.
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JUNE GENERAL MEETING minutes, continued:

Hoop House
Clark Shilling presented a slide report on the construction of the hydroponic garden established earlier this year. The committee
planted 10 tomato plants in the hydroponic garden and 10 tomato plants in a conventional raised garden bed. This project is
available for viewing from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily at the Hoop House behind the Park and Recreation Department Warehouse. Shilling
is offering a two hour education class on hydroponic gardening at the Hoop House. A minimum of five members are necessary to
offer the class.
Events
Doris Olsen reported the Rogers County Free Fair dates are September 11-15.
Patti Mooree thanked all the volunteers for the Safenet Garden Tour. Mooree reported Safenet Garden Tour had 2/3rds attendance
over last year due to flooding and bad weather. Approximately 70 people attended the Second Annual Garden Party. Next year’s
date is scheduled for Saturday, June 6, 2020.
Recording
Connie Shilling encouraged membership to update their hours. Following the initial year of 50 service hours required of new Master
Gardener trainees, MG are required to report 25 service hours and 20 education hours each year to be in good standing. With dues
payment and fulfillment of the service and education hours, MG members are eligible to vote on matters presented to the general
membership. If hours are not submitted in a timely manner, then members are not eligible to vote in 2020. Shilling commented some
members have not recorded hours in two years.
Bus Trip
Dora Johnson thanked everyone who helped and attended the Tall Grass Prairie, lunch and Immaculate Catholic Church field trip in
Osage County. Approximately $600 was raised. A committee is working on a new destination for the fall field trip.
Communications
Website – Jennifer Podowski & Marsha Henderson – no report Newsletter – Kay Waterman – no report
Public Relations – Jim Stone reported Miriam Legett will help with articles in the Claremore Progress. The October and November
guest speakers will be announced in the city electric bill monthly event page.
Fall Festival
Jerry Henry announced the date for the Fall Festival is Saturday, October 12th. Jerry Henry and Sarah Steele will co-chair the event.
The event will be a fall plant and yard sale. The Rogers County Building will be open on Friday, October 11th to accept plants and
donations from membership for the Fall Festival.
Old Business--By-Laws
Final meeting and voting to accept the new revised bylaws occurred. Tom Maier moved to approve; motion was second. Motion
carried unanimously. The new revised by-laws are available on the MG website.
New Business—None
Announcements
Jim Stone read a thank you note from the Dick Conner Correctional Center for the $500 scholarship.
Sheena Webb was recognized and thanked for her donation of marigolds this year for the “Master Gardener in the Classroom”
program.
Adjournment—
Connie Shilling moved the meeting be adjourned; motion was seconded. This was agreed upon at 7:02 p.m.
Trudy Hedgpath, Secretary
07/10/2019
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Teaching Garden Steering Committee reports on projects
and ideas at summer meetings
Meeting on June 21, 2019
Present were John Haase, Carolyn Peterson, Connie Shilling, Tom Maier and Janice Hensley.


Children’s area: Upcoming projects include a concrete pad for the children’s slide area and by the butterfly painting, shelving for storage
building and cleaning out storage building. Most likely set for fall. Large musical instruments that can be built for the garden are possible
future projects.. Our “gift” of a xylophone did not materialize.



Work with City/ Repairs: Connie Shilling will check with Joe Keys from the city about removing the rest of the junipers and running the
sidewalk and the split rail fence beside the garden on Camden Street to open up the view. A new lock is needed for the garden gate. Plans
are to install hydraulic lifts on the windows in the Welcome Center. Wiring for electricity to the storage building was discussed.



The Eagle Scout project is finished. It’s attractive but he left a mess to clean up.



More clarity and detail will be provided for garden greeters when they work the garden openings. Comments are complimentary about the
garden.

Steering Committee Meeting
July 3, 2019
Present were John Haase, Carolyn Peterson, Connie Shilling, Tom Maier and Janice Hensley.
The Steering committee met to discuss suggestions for the garden made by Susan Raasch, MG Class of 2019.
Suggestions included:


A map showing the location of the garden. Inclusion of the garden in maps touting Claremore and Route 66.



A permanent sign which would be put on Will Rogers Boulevard is being researched.



A two-sided flyer about the Teaching Garden and Master Gardeners is planned. Susan Raasch volunteered to distribute these at tourism
sites in the area.



Hands-on garden projects for fourth and fifth graders. (We currently work with K-2nd.)



A Day Camp at the Teaching Garden.



A small gift shop to be operated out of the Welcome Center in the garden.

Teaching Garden Steering Committee Meeting, continued:
July 29, 2019
Present: steering committee members John Hasse, Carolyn Peterson, Connie Shilling, Tom Maier and Janice Hensley.
The general membership of MGARC was also invited by email to this meeting for input and ideas.
Topics of discussion included:


Potential to offer children’s programs at the Teaching Garden. A 30-45 minute presentation is needed for kids ages 4-5, 6-8 and 9-12
years.



Eileen Plemmons volunteered to maintain garden bed maps to show problem areas.



A compost bin may be sited at the Hoop House as there is not a suitable place at the park.



Tom Maier will be seeking volunteers to join the maintenance crew.



Beety Chezem will head a holiday decorating committee for the Teaching Garden. Her volunteers include Nancy Baldridge, Eileen
Plemmons and Janice Hensley.
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2019 EVENTS CALENDAR
January
8

Board meets 9 am

22 General Meeting

February
12
19

Pizza/ sign up
For committees
(Note: Tuesday night)

Board Meets 9am

Sheena Webb,
Tangled Webb Garden

March
12
18

Board Meets 9am

Kellyn Register,
Horticulturist &

Seed to Table

Chris Gabbard,

(Note: Tuesday night)

Arborist from the
Gathering Place

April
5-7

Home & Garden Show

9

Board Meets 9 am

12-13 Spring Plant Sale

15

Keyhole Gardening
Tulsa Master Gardeners

May

June

14

Board Meets 9am

20

Spring Fellowship

1

Safenet Garden Tour

11

Board Meets 9am

17

Casey Hentges
OK Gardening Host,
Poisonous Plants

September
10

Board Meets 9am

13-15 Free Fair
16

Lori Hutson,
Horticulturist,
Tulsa Botanic Garden

July

No Meeting

October

November

5

Fall Plant Sale

12

Board Meets 9 am

9

Board Meets 9 am

18

Fall Fellowship

21

Jay Ross &
Ric Kotarsky, curators
Tulsa Zoo

Monarch Initiative

August
13

Board Meets 9am

19

Sheila Kenotz,

What’s New in the
Philbrook Gardens

December
No Meeting
Master Gardeners Association of
Rogers County c/o OSU Extension
200 S. Lynn Riggs Blvd. Claremore,
OK 74017
Phone: 918-923-4958

Unless otherwise announced, all general, program and Board meetings are at the Rogers County Building 416 S. Brady in Claremore, OK. For more information call
Janice Hensley, Program Director, at 918-638-7149.

Unless otherwise announced, all general, program and Board meetings are at the Rogers County Building 416 S. Brady in Claremore, OK. For more information call
Janice Hensley, Program Director, at 918-638-7149.The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade
names is with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs.
Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and
regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion,
disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment,
financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email:
eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies. Any person who believes that discriminatory practices have
been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title
IX Coordinator 405-744-9154.
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