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DO NOT FORGET THE MG PLANT SALE THIS SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2019!

From the President’s desk
WHEW! HOME AND GARDEN
SHOW COMPLETED—MANY
VOLUNTEER HOURS INVOLVED
Doris Olson, committee chair for
the MG booth and decorating at the
Claremore Home and Garden show this past
weekend
(April 5-6-7, 2019), reported the MG
participation was a great success.
There were 35 members who
worked at the booth and the Master
Gardener Country Store, amassing 177
volunteer hours. Another 20 worked at
either set-up or break-down for an
additional 100 hours’ credit towards
volunteer hours.
Master Gardeners partnered with
the Home and Garden committee to
decorate the front entrance. Flanking the
entrance just inside the building were two
gardens, edged with rock and displaying
220 plants in the design. Master Gardener
greeters welcomed about 3000 people to
the show near these gardens. More plants
also adorned the MG booth.
The MG booth workers emphasized
the need for all pollinators and handed out
500 free pollinator flower seed packets.
MG volunteers fielded many questions,
provided information about the Teaching
Garden and signed up 19 people who
expressed interest in the next Master
Gardener classes. The Country Store
brought in $160.50 and the opportunity to
acquire the quilt and garden basket of
goodies netted an additional $142.
“Thanks to everyone who stepped
up and helped. We couldn’t do it without
you.” said committee chair Doris Olson.
She was assisted by MG Pam Larkin.

Kathy Klawitter
The Home and Garden Show was a big success. Doris Olson did a
fantastic job, the front entrance was beautiful, the booth was full of
information and Linda Callery, as usual, did spectacular work on the poster
boards.
This weekend is the Spring Plant sale. I know our Oklahoma weather messed
with spring planting, but I am sure there will be plenty of plants from which to
choose. Check in is this Friday from noon to six and the sale is Saturday from
9 am to 2 pm. There is an opportunity to own a beautiful quilt, made by
Janice Drehobl, or a big gift basket put together from Claremore merchants.
Those wonderful hoes will be for sale and butterfly puddlers from the country
store. Also, there will be an assortment of gently- used garden things for sale.
The Master Gardeners of Rogers County are on the move constantly with
plant clinics, our classroom education, the continuing improvement t of the
Teaching Garden, and the upcoming Safenet Garden Tour. There is
opportunity for everyone to take part for fun and to earn your volunteer
hours.
Happy gardening, everyone!

Words from the VP

Butch Kindley

While in Florida around 1990 I had a chance to visit Epcot Center at no cost to
me. I decided to spend an extra day in Florida to do so. That is where I
encountered my first hydroponic garden, which was supposed to be the
futuristic method of food production. I did not think much else about
hydroponics for the next 20 years except that I knew some marijuana
producers were growing their product hydroponically and improving the
process.
After I became a master gardener (class of 2012) I did some research on
hydroponics for my education hours, but did not set up a hydroponic system.
Master Gardener Floyd Culp (class of 2012) has been working with
hydroponics the last few years. Floyd has designed a hydroponic system for
the hoop house. It should be set up later this month. After the system is
ready to go, the plan is to plant the same variety of tomato on the same day in
the hydroponic system and in the raised beds. We will compare the two
throughout the season. This will be a learning experience. I will keep everyone
updated in the newsletter.
The hoop house is for the benefit of MGARC, so all members are welcome to
go by and see for yourself and pull a weed or two, if you so desire.
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Words from the VP- continued:

At the present time I do not believe that hydroponics will replace the home garden but I am open to the idea.
I am looking forward to our bus trip later this month. I have not visited the church before, although I have read about it and have seen it
on TV and am eager to visit. I have been to the Tallgrass Prairie a few times. I was there three years ago with Bandit. It was a very
relaxing day. For everyone who has not met Bandit, he is a four-year-old pointer who thinks his job is to accompany me everywhere. He is
often with me when I am in the MG gardens.

SCENES FROM 2019 CLAREMORE HOME & GARDEN SHOW
April 5-6-7, 2019 at Claremore Expo
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SPRING FIELD TRIP OUTLINED
Thursday, April 25, 2019
The Master Gardeners are going on a spring bus field trip!

TALLGRASS PRAIRIE PRESERVE near Pawhuska

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH in Pawhuska (Historic Native
American Catholic Church)

THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2019

MEET at the Rogers County Building. Bus LEAVES at 8 am
RETURN around 5 pm.
Bus trip charge to Master Gardeners is $10. If non-member, charge is $20.
Lunch will be either a box lunch at the Preserve, or at quick eatery in Pawhuska. A docent tour is planned for the
lodge area of the Preserve. There is a small trail near the lodge for those who enjoy hiking. Please pay cash or
check for the bus trip at the sign-up at the Monday night MG meeting.
If unable to attend on Monday, please call me to add your name to the list.
Dora Johnson
918-371-2242
Cell 918-693-1962

MG New Graduates & Mentors Field Trip to Stillwater Announced
Thursday, May 16, 2019
 Rogers County Master Gardeners - Invited also!
 Scheduled to see and tour: Insect Adventure Lab (with Andrine
Schufran) see website: http://insectadventure.okstate.edu/
 OK Gardening Studio Gardens (with Casey Hentges)
 OSU nursery and arboretum (with Mike Schnelle/David Hillock)
 Interactive lunch at Educational Building/Botanical garden area
 Turf plots, rain gardens, water conservation demonstrations
 Visit and plant purchasing at Bustani Plant Farm
We will leave the parking lot south of County Building at 7 am SHARP. Quick
stop for coffee/breakfast is planned at McDonald’s on the Cimarron Turnpike
(15 minutes). We should return by 5:30-6 pm.
I will order box lunches –to be delivered at Education Building at OSU Botanical
Gardens. We plan to visit the Insect Adventure (west of campus); the OK
Gardening studio gardens and the OSU Arboretum. We will look at turf plots,
possibly tour the rain gardens and other features. We will tour through the botanical gardens. Then we go to Bustani Plant
Farm. Bring your money to purchase plants!!
MG Graduates and Mentors are no
charge. Other MGs and guests- $20 each-includes box lunch (pay at bus- day of the trip)
Just email me and let me know that you
plan to attend -- also indicate type of sub
sandwich you want: turkey, ham, roast beef or
vegetarian.
I will email a confirmation to those who
have signed up about two weeks before the
trip. There should be plenty of room in case you
want to invite a guest.
John Haase
John.haase@okstate.edu
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GARDEN DEVELOPMENT
Janice Hensley, Tom Maier, Carolyn Peterson
April is a busy time for Master Gardeners! I saw several of you at the
H&G show and this Saturday is the spring plant sale. Because there is so
much going on these two weeks, let's set our workdays for next week—
Thursday, April 18 and Friday, April 19, beginning at 9 am.
I am not asking you to come both days (even though you can if you
want to!!!) but this gives you a choice to work on whichever day is best for
you. The irrigation is in so it's time to straighten everything out and get
ready to plant. Hopefully we can put our signs out.
We need to measure for guttering. The large cedars have been
removed in the front so that area is going to have to be cleaned up. We will
be getting a plant list made up so we can start planting pretty soon.
Anyway, there is lots to do. Looking forward to seeing you in the garden.
Janice Hensley

Clean- Up at the County Building

March 20, 2019

Master Gardeners and 4-H Volunteers gathered today for an afternoon of raking leaves and general cleanup of the
County Building and Teaching Garden grounds. There was laughter and plenty of elbow grease as the volunteers
filled bag after bag of last year’s fallen foliage. Many thanks go out to our Master Gardeners and our 4-H friends!
Tom Maier, Garden Development Chairperson

It's Happening at the Teaching Garden
The Welcome Center within the Teaching Garden is finished and it looks amazing. Shelving is up so now the work is to fill the shelves. We
hope to have information there that will be available to give out to the public. We are so very thankful for Tom and his crew for getting
this work done. They worked a lot of hours but it was worth the wait to see the results.
A visit to PELCO had some nice surprises for us. Not only will we get a musical xylophone for our Children's Garden but we will also get a
new light for the Secret Garden. We are so happy with that news.
Our colorful rain barrels are in. Can't wait to get them all
hooked up with gutters for the Welcome Center. The
irrigation has been completed and the workers did a nice job
of putting the garden back the way they found it.
More exciting news! Linda Callery has agreed to paint some
people-size butterflies on the storage building on the other
side of the parking lot. This will provide photo opportunities.
We will let you know about this in more detail at our next
meeting.
We hope to have the Teaching Garden open more days this
year.
Any questions? Please, contact any member of the Steering
Committee.
Someone once said "To cultivate a garden is to walk with God".
Submitted by Carolyn Peterson, 918- 693- 0322
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CLEAN-UP AT THE TEACHING GARDENS, PLANTING TO SOON BEGIN!

MASTER GARDENERS IN THE CLASSROOM
HAVE ONE MORE WEEK!

Ver 8:30-10:35

Ver8:30 & 1-3

11-Apr

16-Apr

17-Apr

Venny Feather

11Apr
x

x

x

x

18Apr
x

Phyllis Stearnes

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Cat 8:30-9:30

Roosa 12-1

Roosa 12:30-1:30

On days that we start early, please be aware that traffic dropping children
off may be heavy around the school doors, so allow that in your travel time. I tried to
avoid that but it was not possible in some instances.
Please wear your MG t-shirt if you have one and arrive at the school office
a few minutes early. We generally gather there before we head to classrooms.
Bring your folder with lesson plans but if you should forget each box has a lesson
plan in it. If you have any questions or need a copy of anything please do not
hesitate to contact me. Thanks so much for your time. Phyllis Stearnes, chair 918341-8378 or 918-808-8378

Volunteer

Jerry Henry
Joan Sherwood

x

x

Susan Raasch

x

x

x

x

Jennifer Podowski
Linda Davis

x

Grace Aquino
Tina Gates

x

x
x

Tom Maier

x

Carol Chuck
Paul Davis

PM

x
x

x

x PM

x
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CLASS OF 2019 FINISHES ACADEMIC TRAINING
Student Justin Williams with his mentor, Jack Hannah.

Mentor Miriam Legett with students Linda and Paul Davis.

Mentor Kay Waterman with student Sherry Collins.

Mentor Delores Wall with
student Jean Holt.

Student Penny Curry with her mentor, Lila Martini.

Mentor Phyllis Stearnes with student Susan Raasch.
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Student Betty Chezem with mentor Joan Sherwood.

Student Eileen Plemmons and
mentor Linda Hopper.

Student Nancy Baldridge, mentor Jim Stone, students Jean Righter and Roger Spurlock.

Mentor Linda Hopper with student Tina Gates
Not pictured: Student Don Curry and mentor Venny
Feather.

Unsung heroes:

This is the set-up and take-

down crew for the MG classroom at each of the
weekly sessions. They also attend to meal prep and
serving during the noon lunch and clean up. Thank
you ALL! Front, from left, Lila Martini, Jim Stone
and Miriam Legett. In back are Jack Hannah, new
graduating student Sherry Collins and Linda Hopper.

Rusty Tanner
Orchard 9741 E
430 Rd,
Claremore, OK
Tanner Orchard
9741 E 430 Road
From Tulsa/ Collinsville area
E 430 Rd-From Tulsa/Collinsville area: Take US 169 towards Oologah turn south on Road 4050 to E 430 then east 6 miles
From Oologah and North: Go South on US 169 to NS 4090 (by Creekside Greenhouse) then south 1.8 miles to E 430 Rd then east 2 miles
From Claremore Area: Take Hwy 88 north to E 450 Rd– go west 1 mile then follow Old Hwy 88 north and west for 3.3 miles to 430 Rd
From NE area of Claremore: Hwy 66 west to 450 Rd (Robson Rd) west 3.2 mi –then follow Claremore area route
Look for “PECAN GRAFTING” signs.
Call 918-636-6557 IF FURTHER DIRECTIONS ARE NEEDED
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These were the lovely lilies at funeral services held last month for long-time Master Gardener Ruth Hensley.
st
If anyone would like to donate in her memory, mail it to Moore Southlawn Chapel, 9350 E. 51 Street,
Tulsa, OK 74145. Note in memory of Ruth Hensley for the Master Gardeners Association of Rogers County.
Her friends have already donated $475 to the Teaching Garden in her name, according to daughter-in-law
Janice Hensley.

SAFENET GARDEN TOUR PLANS UNDERWAY
MG WILL HELP AT GARDENS
MGARC Garden Tour chairman Patti Moree outlined the plans discussed at a meeting with the Safenet Garden
Tour committee held April 8. She presented her report before the MG board at their April meeting. The date of
the fund raising project to benefit the local domestic abuse support group will be Saturday, June 1.


MGARC house captains and volunteers are lined up for the planned number of gardens. Safenet is
seeking garden owners for the tour. Please contact Patti if you would like to display your garden.



Safenet has again requested that the MG Teaching Garden be a stop on the tour. Tentative plans include
dedication of the Cherokee plant signs at 9 am, beginning of the tour. Following the dedication,
attendees can tour the Teaching Garden and then head out to the other sites.



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will not be providing the luncheon as in past years. Plans are to contact
local restaurants, requesting a percentage discount off a meal with the presentation of a garden tour
ticket.



Safenet has traditionally held a sponsor Garden Party the evening before the tour. This year, the Garden
Party, set for Friday, May 31, 2019, will be open to the public. One of the activities will be a silent
auction of floral arrangements.

Master Gardener Association of Rogers
General Meeting Minutes
March 18, 2018
Call to Order
The Master Gardener Association of Rogers County General Meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m. by Co-President
Kathy Klawitter.
Approval of Minutes
Secretary’s minutes were provided in the March newsletter sent out to the general membership via e-mail on March 15,
2019. Miriam Leggett moved to approve; Tom Maier second. Motion carried unanimously.
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General meeting minutes, continued:

The Teaching Garden’s treasurer’s report was presented by John Haase with a balance of $20,494.90.
Delores Wall moved to accept the treasurer’s report. Jerry Henry seconded. Motion carried unanimously.
Committee Reports
Education
Master Gardeners in the Classroom – Phyllis Stearnes, Venny Feather – No Report
Plant Clinics – Carolyn Peterson & JoAnn Lynch – Atwoods is hosting “Ask a Master Gardener” on Saturday, March 23
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Ace Hardware, Stillwater Milling and Stonebridge Nursery dates are being confirmed.
Volunteer Development
Janice Hensley reported that the committee plans to meet soon. The new students are set to graduate soon and will need
volunteer opportunities.
Garden Development
Tom Maier reported Wednesday, March 20 at 1 p.m. as a work day at the Rogers’s County Building.
Janice Hensley reported Wednesday, March 20 at 9 a.m. is a work day at the Teaching Garden. Bids for an irrigation
system have been submitted. The lowest bid is $900. Installation takes approximately two weeks. Pre-emergent is to be
applied to the Teaching Garden grounds. Hensley presented a check in the amount of $225 in donations received for the
Teaching Garden in honor of Mrs. Ruth Hensley.
Clark Shilling reported that seedlings were planted for the Spring Plant Sale in the hoop house. Unfortunately the heater
malfunctioned and the front and rear of the hoop house collapsed damaging all the seedlings. Replanting efforts are
underway.
Events
Home & Garden Show - Doris Olson reported on the Spring Home and Garden Show to be held April 5, 6 and 7, 2019.
Volunteer sign up is good. Olson said the volunteer dates and times are now on the website for reference. Booth is
located in the café area of the Expo Building between the main event center and the arena. The new students worked to
fill seed packets with pollinator seeds to be given away during the event.
Spring Plant Sale – Jennifer Podowski announced the Spring Plant Sale will be on April 13 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Rogers County Building. Set up is April 12 from noon to 6 p.m. Podowski said the volunteer dates and times are
available on the website for reference. Podowski reviewed how to label plants for the April plant sale.
Safenet Garden Tour - Trudy Hedgpath reported Safenet will begin committee meetings and promotion of the tour after
April 6. Safenet is still seeking one garden for the event.
Communications
Website – Jennifer Podowski reported website has a new member’s only tab. Included under this tab are calendars,
proposed bylaws, 2013 bylaws, revision pages, standing committee chairs, volunteer schedules. Membership can
reference exact sign up times by their names.
Newsletter – Kay Waterman needs member’s updated e-mails. She has had several e-mail addresses returned.
Recording
Connie Shilling reported all new students have signed up and can log their volunteer hours on-line in the website.
Mentors can log a total of 30 hours to be split as 15 hours of community service and 15 hours of education.
Field Trip
Dora Johnson reported the Master Gardeners are going on a field trip to the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve and Immaculate
Conception Church, both near Pawhuska. The date is Thursday April 25. Members are to meet at the Rogers County
Building. Bus leaves at 8 a.m. and returns approximately at 5 p.m. The Association is picking up part of the expense for
the bus. Bus trip charge to Master Gardeners is $10; non-members charge is $20. Lunch will be either a box lunch at the
Preserve, or at quick eatery in Pawhuska. A docent tour is planned for the lodge area of the Preserve. There is a small
trail near the lodge for those who enjoy hiking. Please pay cash or check for the bus trip at the sign-up at the Monday,
March 18 general meeting.
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General meeting minutes, continued:

Old Business
Bylaws
Meetings for the bylaw revisions are to be held separately. Co-Presidents will work with John Haase to determine special
meeting dates and the availability of the Rogers County Building. Three meetings are necessary. The last meeting will be
held for a vote and to be prior to a general membership meeting. The Bylaws require a 2/3’s majority vote. The first
meeting is Tuesday, March 19 at 6 p.m. at the Rogers County Building.
New Business
Rogue Hoes
Carolyn Peterson reported Rogue hoes prices to be increase to $43 each. This allows for a $10 profit margin for each
hoe. Hoes will be offered for sale at the Home and Garden Show and Plant Sale.
Horticulture Scholarship
JoAnn Lynch proposed a horticulture scholarship to Dick Conner Correctional Center in Hominy, Oklahoma. John Haase,
Pam Larkin and Joann Lynch met with John Kahre, the center’s horticulturalist. Kahre is using horticulture to teach
inmates and return them to society with marketable skills. He presented the three with a wish list of plants seeds, bedding
plants and horticulture supplies for the inmates. The estimated cost is $500. Mr. Kahre has agreed to attend the May
fellowship dinner and be guest speaker. After further discussion, upon motion duly made and seconded, the members of
the Association unanimously voted to approve the horticulture scholarship.
Fall Festival
Jerry Henry announced the date for the Fall Festival is set for October 12.
Adjournment
Jerry Henry moved the meeting be adjourned; Lila Martini seconded. This was agreed upon at 6:50 p.m.

Trudy Hedgpath, Secretary
04/05/2019

Master Gardeners of Rogers County extend a Thank You to our donors for their ongoing support!
City of Claremore
Pixley Lumber Company
Rogers County Fence
Pelco

Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah, OK Lowes Home Improvement
Parks Portable Buildings
Titus Outdoor Living – Claremore
Green Valley Nursery and Landscape
Mid-town Rental & Sales, Claremore
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2019 EVENTS CALENDAR
January
8

Board meets 9 am

22 General Meeting

February
12
19

Pizza/ sign up
For committees
(Note: Tuesday night)

Board Meets 9am

Sheena Webb,
Tangled Webb Garden

March
12
18

Board Meets 9am

Kellyn Register,
Horticulturist &

Seed to Table

Chris Gabbard,

(Note: Tuesday night)

Arborist from the
Gathering Place

April
5-7

Home & Garden Show

9

Board Meets 9 am

12-13 Spring Plant Sale

15

Keyhole Gardening
Tulsa Master Gardeners

May
14

Board Meets 9am

20

Spring Fellowship

June
1

Safenet Garden Tour

11

Board Meets 9am

17

Casey Hentges
OK Gardening Host,
Poisonous Plants

September
10

July

No Meeting

October

November

5

Fall Plant Sale

12

Board Meets 9 am

13-15 Free Fair

9

Board Meets 9 am

18

Fall Fellowship

16

21

Jay Ross &
Ric Kotarsky, curators
Tulsa Zoo

Board Meets 9am

Lori Hutson,
Horticulturist,
Tulsa Botanic Garden

Monarch Initiative

August
13

Board Meets 9am

19

Sheila Kenotz,

What’s New in the
Philbrook Gardens

December
No Meeting
Master Gardeners Association of
Rogers County c/o OSU Extension
200 S. Lynn Riggs Blvd. Claremore,
OK 74017
Phone: 918-923-4958

Unless otherwise announced, all general, program and Board meetings are at the Rogers County Building 416 S. Brady in Claremore, OK. For more information call
Janice Hensley, Program Director, at 918-638-7149.

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that no discrimination is
intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs.
Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regulations,
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or
status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid,
and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email:
eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies. Any person who believes that discriminatory practices
have been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title IX Coordinator
405-744-9154.
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