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REMEMBER-MG MEETS TUESDAY, FEB. 19 due to President’s Day holiday

From the Co-Presidents
Claremore Home & Garden Show
April 5-7 at Claremore Expo Center
Roger Co. Master Gardeners are
partnering with the H&G Shows Sponsors.
We have been a part of this event for several
years. We decorate the front entry in a spring
garden and serve as greeters at the entrance
for the duration of the show.
In addition to that we have our own
information booth and the Country Store
sales. This event needs participation of many
members. There will be 7 time periods during
the show each approximately 3 hrs. Need
volunteers prior to and after the show for
setup and tear down. Come to MG meeting
Feb 19 to sign up for the time best for you. I
will be available to answer questions or ask
another Master Gardener.
–Doris Olson, events chair

Here it is, February with rain, snow and ice. My backyard is a
swamp and it looks like it will be that way for a while.
I keep thinking the hostas will start to peek through, but so far I’ve
been disappointed. I guess Spring is still a month away and it’s
not going to get here any sooner even though the ground hog
didn’t see his shadow. Maybe the crocus will show their colorful
heads. Then we will be able to smile, because spring really is on
the way.
The Home & Garden show will be coming up before we know it. I
know the events committee will need all the help they can get. It
takes all the members to volunteer, so please see Doris Olson to
let her know you are available.
Our annual Spring Plant Sale is the weekend after the H&G show.
We all should be thinking about the plants we can donate. Please
get your plants transplanted in March so they will be healthy by
the time of the sale. Also, donation of gently used yard tools or
pots or anything for the yard, as we plan the Country Store booth
again this season.
Happy gardening, my friends!
Kathy Klawitter, MG 2019 Co-president

MG Spring plant sale & more!
April 13, 2019 Rogers County Building
On the heels of the Home and Garden show
will be our Spring Plant Sale..and MORE!
This is the only fund raiser, along with annual
MG dues, which supports club operating costs
and the expense of outreach programs. We
need support from all members to be
successful.
Begin looking around your garage and garden
shed for gently used (almost new—clean and
serviceable) garden items to donate for sale.
Now is the time for seed-starting in order that
plants are growing and healthy by the sale
date April 13.The public will be looking for a
variety of plants. Show off your MG skills so
we can have a good selection for a fun and
profitable event!
--Janice Drehobl, chair

Calling all plants!
Claremore customers
will be looking for
bedding plants, garden
starts, bulbs and corms
at the 2019 Spring Plant
Sale on April 13. There
will also be tropical
plants such as these
MG treasurer Grace
Aquino is pricing at
one of the MG plant
sales. A lovely floral
quilt will be given to
one lucky entrant.
Garden art, gently-used equipment and other items will also
be featured during the sale at the Rogers County Building.
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TEE SHIRTS, DENIM SHIRTS AND PULLOVER HOODIES AVAILABLE FOR ORDER AT NEXT MEETING
The February meeting will be your last chance to update your Master Gardener wardrobe for the year!
We have short-sleeved, long-sleeved and denim, silk screened shirts. We have embroidered polos and
introducing this year . . . gray, zip-up, hoodies with our logo on the front upper left.
Grace Acquino will have a sign- up sheet at the February meeting, so don't forget to order your shirt! Payment is
not due until you receive your items at the March membership meeting.
Jennifer Podowski

Got a Minute or Two?
When was the last time you took a look at our MGARC website (mgaroco.com)? It is full of interesting, helpful information. We will
make a few changes to the website format soon, so it is easier to navigate. But until then, here are a few things you might find
useful, if you CLICK ON . . .
About –
Photos from the 2018 Membership Awards and Recognition dinner;
 A link that takes you right to the Master Gardener Volunteer Recording Hours site;
and
 A list of volunteer and continuing education activities in which our Association
participates to help you categorize hours on the recording website.
Teaching Garden –
 A virtual tour of the garden;
 Updates on what is going on at the garden; and
 Garden photo gallery.
Gardening Resources –
Monthly horticultural tips from OSU;
 Links to local educational opportunities (remember those 20 hours?!); and
 Gardening websites
Photo Gallery –
Jennifer’s winter blooming jasmine
 What’s Growing in our Landscape (pictures of plants that perform well in our gardens);
 Safenet garden tour properties;
 Home and Garden shows; and so much more!!
We want your feedback and input on the website. So if you don’t see something on there that you think should be, let me know.
Also if you want to contribute a picture to the “What’s Growing in our Landscape” page, send it to me!
Jennifer Podowski, Chair

MASTER GARDENERS IN THE CLASSROOM TO BEGIN SOON!
I will have the schedule of classes ready and sheets for specific class time sign up at the meeting
Tuesday night. Please bring your calendar so that you can select the times that will fit your
schedule. If you have not yet signed up please consider a few hours in the classroom so that it will
not be a burden on the others that do participate. We have seven schools scheduled with 3 classes
each. Most of those have 3 sections each. If only a few participate it makes for lots of work on
each person. Please share the love and each do a few classes. You can pick the ones closest to
your home and make for less travel. IF you can't make the meeting but can help us out in the
classroom, drop me an email. pstearnes@gmail.com
Phyllis Stearnes, Chair
Phyllis, right, and Trudy Hedgpath working with first graders at Foyil Schools.
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RECOGNIZED AT JANUARY MASTER GARDENER MEETING
2019 Master Gardener Officers:
Front, from left: Treasurer Grace
Aquino and Secretary Trudy Hedgpath.
Standing, L-R: Co-presidents Kathy
Klawitter and Jim Stone and Vicepresident Butch Kindley.

MG Graduating Interns: Above, from left: Tom Maier,
Sheena Webb, Sumathy Vannarth, Bonnie Collier and
Melinda Troyer. These 2018 Master Gardener students have
provided the required 50-hours of volunteerism and are
now full-fledged MG Volunteers. Not pictured- Sarah Steele

2019 MG Students: Seated: L-to-R

Jean Holt, Nancy Baldridge, Linda Davis, Betty Chezem, Eileen
Plemmons, Tina Gates, Penny Curry, Jean Righter. Standing L to R: Susan Raasch, Paul Davis, Roger
Spurlock, Eric Mathews, Justin Williams, Sherry Collins, Don Curry, John Haase (coordinator).
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THE TEACHING GARDEN
Thanks to all of you who have signed up to work in the Teaching Garden this year. So far we have a great start
with 21 greeters and 26 workers. The sign-up sheets will be available again in February so, if you have not
signed up for the garden, you can add your name to the list in February. Having your name on the lists insures
you get emails and updates regularly keeping you advised of our scheduled
work days and “what’s happening”at the garden.
Last year we had two work days a week (Thursday and Friday) and expect
to do the same this year to give you a choice of work days. You can work
any day of the week on your own, but it’s a lot more fun to work as a
group. We will have our goals for the week posted in the Welcome Center
building so you can see what needs to be done.
The Teaching Garden Steering Committee is very happy to welcome Tom
Maier. The committee members now are John Haase (of course), Janice
Hensley, Carolyn Peterson, Connie Shilling and Tom. The purpose of the
Steering Committee is to help us go forward in the development of the
garden. That being said, the Teaching Garden
is a “centerpiece” of our organization and it is
belongs to all of you. As well as your
physical efforts in the garden, we encourage
all of you to contact any one of us with your ideas and suggestions.
The committee has met and our goal this year is to get that irrigation in ASAP and
finish the children’s garden. New plant tags and garden plaques are here so we are
very excited to get those in – if it’s ever not winter. I know it’s going to be spring
because I got a seed catalog in the mail!
Thank you Tom Maier, Alan Law and Jack Hannah for getting the Welcome
Center insulated and paneled this winter. We might actually have a cool spot to
hang out this summer!
We are very excited to be in the garden this year. Thanks again to all of you who
have made this possible.
--Janice Hensley, chair

MG Students

learned about backyard fruit and nut production

from OSU Associate Extension Specialist Becky Carroll at the February
14 session. Here, Carroll, at left, listens as 2019 student Nancy
Baldridge describes her plant issues. The class meets every Thursday
at the Rogers County Building for an entire day of instruction by OSU
specialists on topics ranging from plant pathogens and control, backyard
grapes and pecans, lawn and turf care and upkeep and basics of plant
growth and propagation. Woody ornamentals, garden design and Proven
Winner plants will be upcoming subjects. The next Master Gardener
class will begin in late November, 2019. After completing the
coursework, intern MG work for a year on projects before becoming
full-fledged Master Gardener volunteers.

4|Page

Master Gardeners –Rogers County

For the Rest of February in the Garden--

February, 2019

From John Haase

A typical to avid gardener will be looking for onion sets, slips (starter plants),
seed potatoes and a wide variety of cool season vegetable seed. The spring
gardening “bug” seems to start as soon as we get some 50 to 60 degree
days.
Other lawn and landscape enthusiasts
will be figuring how much preemergent crabgrass/weed control they will be ready to apply.
They may also be ready or inquiring about lawn grass seed they
can plant to get an early stand of green in most of those bare or
thin spots in the lawn. Fruit tree pruning and trimming of other
ornamental plants add to the wake-up call most of us get about
two to three weeks from now. That is only 14-21 days away.
I have some tips to remind you of that are not always on the
forefront of every gardener’s mind that I have experienced over
the last 35 years of my early garden season experience. I hope that these will remind you of those
early season projects that are needed for some prevention of pest control and miscellaneous
activities that can be easily forgotten until the best “control” time has come and gone.
1) Hang up reflective bird “scare” tape or some old/worn out compact discs in those trees that
annually get bird-pecking damage,
2) Pre-Emergent spring and summer weed control (like the brands containing prodiamine
(Barricade) or oryzalin (Surflan) and a couple of newer combination pre-emergent weed control
products--Bonide brand “Weedbeater” and Scott’s Crabgrass Preventer/Fertilizer and can be
applied to turf areas now THAT you are NOT planning on planting new lawn seed.
3) Prevention of “Southwest Injury” or “sunscald” on young trees can be prevented somewhat by
wrapping the bark with a tree guard (preferably white colored) or other material that will help
keep the south and west side of these young tree’s sap from rising during a warm spell in late
winter/early spring.
4) If you tested your soil this past year in the garden or lawn and lime was required to raise the
pH level for optimum plant growth, you can still apply lime in granule
or pelletized form. Remember that soil amendments like lime and
sulfur-that adjust low or high soil pH levels need 4-6 months to start
the “adjusting process.” There are specialized liquid forms
available, however they are cost prohibitive on most garden plots or
lawn areas.
5) Dormant spraying of Lime-Sulfur and dormant oil can reduce the
insect and disease eggs and spores that cling or over-winter on the
bark surfaces of many fruit trees and other deciduous edible and
ornamental plants. This application can continue into spring –but
before bud break.
Happy Gardening!
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TRUDY’S TOURS: Boston/Cambridge & Rhode Island grand estate The Elms
By Master Gardener Trudy Hedgpath
Last September, I visited the Boston and Cambridge areas. I included an excursion day to Newport Rhode Island and toured
two mansions, the Breakers and The Elms. My favorite was The Elms. This stunning Newport mansion was the summer home of coal
magnate Edward Julius Berwind. The estate was constructed from 1899 to
1901 and cost approximately 1.5 million dollars to build. Like most
Newport estates of the Gilded Age, The Elms is constructed with a steel frame
with brick partitions and a limestone facade. The home was completed in
1901, and remained in the family until the early 1960's. It was purchased by
the Preservation Society of Newport County in 1962, within weeks of being
demolished. It became a National Historic Landmark in 1996. Its design was
copied from a French Château. The gardens and landscaping were created
by C. H. Miller and E. W. Bowditch, who worked closely with the architect.
The Elms has been designated a National Historic Landmark and today is
open to the public.
The Elms, viewed from its great lawn.
In keeping with
the French
architecture of
the house, the
grounds of The
Elms, among the best in Newport, were designed in French eighteenthcentury fashion and includes a sunken garden. The striking shade trees
are weeping beeches.
The weeping beech, Fagus sylvatica 'Pendula', is a cultivar of the
deciduous European beech. The weeping beech is characterized by its
shape with sweeping, pendulous branches. The trunk of the tree may not
be visible from a distance due to the presence of the covering "weeping"
branches. Branches may reach the ground and start new roots again.
The tree can reach a height of up to 82 feet and tends to be wider than
high.

Pam Fuller and sister Claremore MG Trudy Hedgpath stand in front of
the grand weeping beech tree in the sunken garden of The Elms in Rhode
Island.

Master Gardeners of Rogers County extend a Thank You to our donors and supporters for their ongoing support!
City of Claremore
Pixley Lumber Company
Rogers County Fence

Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah, OK
Lowes Home Improvement
Parks Portable Buildings
Titus Outdoor Living – Claremore
Green Valley Nursery and Landscape
Mid-town Rental & Sales, Claremore
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Grace Aquino shares Las Vegas experiences with indoor garden wonders
In time for the new lunar year and the month
which celebrates friendship and love, this piece
conveys some pictures from a conference trip
to Las Vegas at the Bellagio MGM hotel. On
display in February 2017, they presented an
extraordinary exhibit of nature’s splendor
indoors.
This is an outstanding opportunity to highlight
how even in winter time, our love for nature
can be enjoyed and displayed in the
comfortable temperatures inside.
Nature can take place not only with live plants
but also in artistic forms with tile mosaics,
paintings, sculptures and other media. The
magnificent presentation called Sha Ghai involved all these
elements, with tons of colorful plants in full bloom with bright
colors, yellow and reds as the main protagonists.
Fountains harmonized the beauty with the architectural features
of bridges and arches. The ceiling was also included in the
scenery with stunning views of glass art by Chihuly. Tall lime
green and yellow orchids showed its elegance in contrast with
the red short backdrop of azaleas. Geometrically attractive
bromeliads in connection to smooth yellow zinnias were a
combination of texture and grace. Sparingly dispersed pink
cherry trees could not be missing to add a touch of serenity and
interest at eye height.
A superlative greenhouse with bromeliads, cherry
trees, zinnias, and decorative elements
The placid delightful view was commensurate with the smells of breathing plants and tranquil sounds of water drops.
An intertwined theme were background scenes of buildings, which clearly indicated how nature plays a major role,
even in urban areas, giving a space to breathe, relax and enjoy a placid stroll. Happy Valentines’ Day! Grace
Aquino, MG Class of 2015

Magnificent orchids surround water fountain at the Bellagio MGM Hotel in Las Vegas.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

aster Gardener Association of Rogers General Me
January 22, 2019
Meeting was called to order by Co-President Jim
Stone at 6:26 p.m.
Secretary’s Report
Minutes from October meeting were unavailable
– no report.
Jennifer Podowski reported on Master Gardener
wear. A minimum order of 36 shirts is required.
Styles available are short sleeve and long sleeve
t-shirts, polo shirts, denim and zip up sweatshirts
with a hood.
Committee Reports
Each committee chair gave a quick overview of
their responsibilities. Members were encouraged
to add their names on the signup sheets
available.
Master Gardeners in the Classroom/Education Phyllis Stearnes & Vinny Feather
Stearns reported on visiting schools and
attendance of a mandatory training session, “Working with Minors”. The committee is in need of old newspapers and toothbrushes for
classroom activities.
Volunteer Development – Janice Hensley & Miriam Legett
Hensley reported on the duties for volunteer development include a calling committee, scheduling monthly speakers, set up and tear
down for Master Gardener monthly meetings and decorating for May Picnic and November Fellowship meeting.
Steering Committee - Janice Hensley
Home & Garden Show - Doris Olson
Set up is April 4. Show runs April 5, 6 and 7. Tear down is April 8. Volunteers are needed to be greeters and work the Master
Gardener booth. A three-hour shift is recommended.
Hoop House - Butch Kindley
Kindley reminded everyone to provide plants for the Spring Plant Sale. February is the time to begin seed starting. Approximately 90%
of all Hoop House harvestings go to Safenet Services.
Fact sheets - Cheri Murray – no report
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General Meeting Minutes,continued:
Ask a Master Gardener - JoAnn Lynch & Carolyn Peterson
Peterson reported committee is making efforts to contact Atwoods, Stillwater Milling, Ace Hardware and Rogers County Farmers
Market for dates to be available to “Ask a Master Gardener”.
Safenet Garden Tour - Patty Moree
Moree announced Safenet Garden Tour is Saturday, June 1. House captains and volunteers are needed. Shifts are 9 a.m. to 12 noon
and 12 noon to 3 p.m.
Spring Plant Sale - Janice Drehobl
Drehobl announced set up for the Spring Plant Sale is Friday, April 12 from 12 noon to 6 p.m. The plant sale is Saturday, April 13 from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Membership is encouraged to provide young plants and gently used garden tools. Chances will be sold for a gift
basket and quilt.
Fall Fund Raiser – Vacant
MG Field Trips - Dora Johnson – no report
Rogers County Free Fair - Doris Olson
The date for the Rogers County Free Fair is during the third weekend of September.
Calling Committee - Lila Martini
Martini is responsible for calling and reminding membership of general meetings.
New MG Class Mentors – Vacant
Linda Hopper will set up and tear down for Master Gardener classes.
Retention & Recruitment - Janice Hensley & Miriam Legett
th
Hensley reported 2019 is the Rogers County Association of Master Gardeners 17 Anniversary.
Garden Development - Tom Maier
Maier reported on Rogers County Building maintenance in cooperation with 4-H members. Rogers County Courthouse flower bed
maintenance and details were discussed.
Stand Alone Committees
Committee chairs gave a quick overview of their responsibilities.
Newsletter - Kay Waterman
Waterman encouraged membership to submit articles and photographs to the monthly newsletter.
Web Page - Jennifer Podowski & Marsha Henderson
Care & Concern - Linda Hopper
Publicity & Media - Jim Stone
Stone reported on efforts to promote our events.
Promotion - Grace Aquino
Aquino discussed efforts to increase fund raising.
Recording - Connie Shilling
Shilling encourages everyone to update their volunteer hours.
Old Business
By-Laws - Kathy Klawitter reported the By-Laws committee will be meeting on January 23, 2019.
New Business
Spring Field Trip – John Haase reported Dora Johnson is planning a spring field trip to Tall Grass Prairie in April or May 2019. A
charter bus will be hired.
Announcements
John Haase reported on the new Master Gardeners class. Students are in their fifth week of study. New students and mentors were
introduced. Tentative student field trips planned for the spring include Linnaeus Gardens, Tulsa Zoo and/or Tulsa Botanical Gardens.
Haase encouraged the general membership to accompany students on the field trips.
John Haase presented certificates to last year’s interns. Six new members were activated. New name tags are pending.

Adjournment
Trudy Hedgpath
Secretary

1-30-2019
Date
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2019 EVENTS CALENDAR
January
8

Board meets 9 am

22 General Meeting

February
12
19

Pizza/ sign up
For committees
(Note: Tuesday night)

Board Meets 9am

Sheena Webb,
Tangled Webb Garden

March
12
18

Board Meets 9am

Kellyn Register,
Horticulturist &

Seed to Table

(Note: Tuesday night)

April
5-7

Home & Garden Show

9

Board Meets 9 am

Chris Gabbard,

12-13 Spring Plant Sale

Arborist from the
Gathering Place

15

Keyhole Gardening
Tulsa Master Gardeners

May

June

14

Board Meets 9am

20

Spring Fellowship

1

Safenet Garden Tour

11

Board Meets 9am

17

Casey Hentges
OK Gardening Host,
Poisonous Plants

September
10

July

No Meeting

October

November

5

Fall Plant Sale

12

Board Meets 9 am

13-15 Free Fair

9

Board Meets 9 am

18

Fall Fellowship

16

21

Jay Ross &

Board Meets 9am

Lori Hutson,
Horticulturist,
Tulsa Botanic Garden

Ric Kotarsky, curators
Tulsa Zoo

Monarch Initiative

August
13

Board Meets 9am

19

Sheila Kenotz,

What’s New in the
Philbrook Gardens

December
No Meeting
Master Gardeners Association of
Rogers County c/o OSU Extension
200 S. Lynn Riggs Blvd. Claremore,
OK 74017
Phone: 918-923-4958

Unless otherwise announced, all general, program and Board meetings are at the Rogers County Building 416 S. Brady in Claremore, OK. For more information call
Janice Hensley, Program Director, at 918-638-7149.

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that
no discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs.
Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regulations,
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or
status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid,
and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email:
eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies. Any person who believes that discriminatory practices have been engaged in
based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title IX Coordinator 405-744-9154.
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