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    A TIP OF THE HAT TO…. 

 At the November MGARoCo 

meeting, many members were 
recognized for their work within the 
organization. 

 Receiving a 5-year pin for their 
volunteer service were left, Don Fletcher 
and Trudy Hedgpath.  At right is Sue 
Mobley, who received her 10-year 

service pin. Trudy and Sue were also 
awarded the OAK award, MGARo top 
award for outstanding involvement in all 
aspects of the organization.  

  Gardeners and Greeters for the 
first season of public viewing at the 

Teaching Garden were recognized by 
Janice Hensley, chair. 

 Jack Hannah and Allan Law were 
singled out and honored for their 

yeoman efforts in the Teaching Garden 
at Will Rogers Park. Each man 
volunteered over 100 hours. Sumathy 

Vannarth also received a pin for working 
over 70 hours in the Garden. 

 See additional listings of those 
members receiving coffee cups, awards 
and pins in recognition of their efforts to 
promote and sustain MGARoCo. 

 

  

          DUES ARE DUE! Treasurer Grace Aquino will accept your $25 checks at 

the Jan.22 pizza party/committee signup! 

       

FROM THE CO-PRESIDENT 

     Kathy Klawitter 

New year, new beginnings, time to plan our gardens and 
look through the catalogs coming in the mail. 
 
Our activities for the year have been planned and now we 
need the Master Gardeners to sign up on the committee(s) 
in which they are interested.  All the committees need 
volunteers.  Committee chairs will be at the meeting to help 
you sign up. 
 
All we can do right now is believe that spring is on the way 
with warm weather to get our seedlings started  (unless you 
have a greenhouse) and our gardens planted. 
 
I am counting the days until March 20.  Only 66 more days 
until the first day of Spring. 
 
 
Kathy Klawitter, Co-President, last spring at the Home and Garden 

Show, in the 

MGARoCo 

information 

booth. 2019 chair 

Doris Olson 

reminds members 

to mark their 

calendars for this 

year’s Home and 

Garden Show—

April 5-6-7 with 

setup on April 4th.  

 

http://www.mgaroco.com/
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 THE TEACHING GARDEN HAS BEEN NAMED AN OKIE MONARCH PROJECT GARDEN!  

MGARoCo Teaching Garden in Claremore  has been designated as a project garden as part of Okies for 
Monarchs,  an initiative of the Oklahoma Monarch& Pollinator Collaborative, a statewide group of 40+ 
organizations and citizens working together to ensure thriving Monarch migrations for generations to come. This 
picture and the following write-up are from the website okiesformonarchs.org. 
 
This area is designed, built, landscaped and maintained by volunteers of the Master Gardener Association of 
Rogers County- in partnership with OSU Cooperative Extension (Rogers County) and the Claremore Parks 
Department. The Teaching Garden is located in Will Rogers Park in Claremore and is open to the public on 
assigned days through the week. There are several themed gardens including a large pollinator garden with plant 
varieties that attract monarchs-as well as other butterfly, bee and pollinator type insects.  

       

 

 

A tip of the hat, continued: 

 

Committee chairs: 

H&G show/ Rogers County Free Fair—Kathy Klawitter, Pam Larkin 

Education—Phyllis Stearnes, Vinny Feather 

Communication & Website—Jennifer Podowski 

Public Relations—Jim Stone 

Volunteer Development—Janice Hensley, co-chair Miriam Legett.  

Newsltter—Henry Harrison, Kay Waterman 

Hoop House—Clark Shilling 

County Building/Courthouse Beautification—JoAnn Lynch 

MG Field Trip Coordinator—Dora Johnson, ConnieShilling, Pam Larkin. 

Care and Concern—Linda Hopper 

Recorder—Connie Shilling 

Calling Committee—Lila Martini 

Steering Committee, Teaching Garden—Janice Hensley, Carolyn Peterson, Connie Shilling, Tom Maier. 

 

http://www.okiesformonarchs.org/master-gardener-teaching-garden/
http://www.okiesformonarchs.org/master-gardener-teaching-garden/
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A tip of the hat, continued: 

Janice Hensley recognized all the members of the Teaching Garden committee, which included those who 

volunteered as greeters during the inaugural season of offering public hours at the garden. Listed were: Carolyn 

Peterson, Opal Flagg, JoAnn Lynch, Butch Kindley, Tom Maier, Sheena Webb, Jerry Henry, Wanda Clinton, Marsha 

Henderson, Jack Hannah, Phyllis Stearnes, Cheri Murray, Allan Law, Doris Olson, Patti Moree, Sarah Steele, Linda 

Hopper, Jim Stone, Bonnie Collier, Sumathy Vannarth, Terry Whitely, Lisa Luce, Miriam Leggett, Joan Sherwood, 

Jennifer Podowski, Janice Drehobl, Connie Shilling and Janice Hensley.  

 

Now is the time to plan control of nuisance pecking  birds 

         Contributed by John Haase 

January is more than halfway over and it will be spring before we know it! So hold on, order those 
veggie and flower seed –spring bulbs and other mail order items that will dress up your property, 
feed your family and make the environment a better place to be! 

There are groups of wild birds which drive some home owners nuts! There are few species that are 
enjoyable to watch at your bird feeders and suet- holder “stations”- but can also present problems 
that can be detrimental in the landscape:  Woodpeckers and sapsuckers. 

Common Types of Woodpeckers 

   Most of the woodpecker species that peck on trees –looking for 
worms/larvae, and the others that like to peck on your house 
siding, eaves, and trim are not as threatening to live trees.  In fact, if 
you have a dead tree on your property that does not cause your 
wife or husband to constantly remind each other  “that dead tree 
needs cut down!”, is actually a great deterrent to the nuisance type 
of woodpeckers. 

These include but are not limited to:  Red-Headed, Downy, Red-
Bellied, Pileated (harder to spot), Flickers, and Yellow Bellied Sapsuckers. Of these common-named 
species, the Downy, Red-Headed, and Red-Bellied can be a nuisance with their “drumming”-which is 
for finding a mate. 

 The Pileated- is the type that looks like the old comic “Woody Woodpecker” 
that most urbanites and non-bird-watchers think of when this subject comes 
up.  These are actually an endangered or threatened species (depending on 
the state) and most birders have to be on their toes with professional 
binoculars to see them.  Their pecking and drumming is quite distinct-
compared to the more suburban and types that are hard to scare away.  Of 

these types, the flicker and yellow-bellied sapsucker are the two that can cause major damage to 
several tree species.  Their pattern of pecking is pictured with this article.  The structure damage can 
be caused by the other types I mentioned, especially when they are looking to find a nest and there 
are no standing diseased or dead trees present. They can often take residence in a small hole of a 
mature tree that can be hollowed out some on the inside.  However-so can squirrels. Usually with a 
larger natural hole, the squirrels win out. 
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Now is the time-  continued: 

Damage Prevention  

  Now is the time to address the preventive measures-as the flickers and sapsuckers will be pecking 
on evergreen trees (conifers) by early February, and other hardwood deciduous trees in February-
March. 

One of the best controls I have seen to scare these birds off—since IT IS ILLEGAL TO SHOOT any of 
the species above—is to hang up two useless CDs back to back in a branch of the tree(s) you are 
concerned about. Drill out a small hole, glue them together-shiny side out, and used some fishing line 
or coated wire that will not damage tree limbs.  Make sure the CDs are free to revolve in the wind—
and this reflection does work on many of these damaging bird species. The bright silver tape can be 
used in the same manner.  Many homeowners purchase the plastic or “blow-up” owls or snakes and 
place them where the birds might be a problem. There is 
also a commercially available “scare tape” that you can 
also just hang up on branches of trees to keep them away 
from your plant investments.  

However these birds will get use to the stationary objects-
plus it is not worth moving them every few days. 
Commercial noise makers also are effective in some cases, 
but the neighbors may be annoyed as much as you are by 
the pesky birds! 

Hope this helps some of you MGs that have encountered 
damage from these birds but were not sure what the 
source was. 

There are several good publications that go into much 
more detail that you can find on the web-or in the Ortho 
Problem Solver-that is usually found at most garden 
centers, Feed and Ranch Stores, and Home Improvement 
outlets. 

 

Three good publications I have used for reference are: 

Preventing Woodpecker Damage - a downloadable Fact Sheet from Colorado State University 

Website: http://www.ext.colostate.edu/Pubs/natres/06516.html 

 Plus  Controlling Nuisance Woodpeckers in New Mexico   

Website:  http://aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/_l/L-211.pdf 

Sapsucker Damage on Woody Plants- pdf factsheet from the University of Arkansas: 
https://www.uaex.edu/publications/pdf/FSA-7561.pdf 

Also- here’s a YouTube video from OK Gardening about sapsucker damage: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bybEe8YO1w 

 

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/Pubs/natres/06516.html
http://aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/_l/L-211.pdf
https://www.uaex.edu/publications/pdf/FSA-7561.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bybEe8YO1w
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A Big Thank You To Our Donors and Supporters 
 
The Rogers County Master Gardeners would like to express their most heartfelt thanks for the generous 
contribution that was received recently. Because of this gift we will be able to continue our work and 
enlarge our garden to incorporate a children’s area in the near future. Further expansion will come as we 
grow our garden. It is not what we do for the garden but what the garden does for us. (August 2018) 
*City of Claremore, OK  Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah, OK     Lowes Home Improvement 
Titus Outdoor Living – Claremore     *Pixley Lumber Co. – Claremore       *Parks Portable Buildings 
Rogers County Fence   Green Valley Nursery and Landscape  
Mid-town Rental & Sales – Claremore, OK  
 
Note:* – Repeat Donor 
 

 
 
 

      

Butch Kindley shares greens from the 

Master Gardeners’ Hoop House winter 

garden with Lakyra, receptionist at 

Claremore’s domestic abuse shelter.  

The produce will be part of the menu 

for residents at the shelter. The Hoop 

House is producing kale and other 

winter-hardy crops in the six raised 

beds sheltered there. Almost all of the 

produce from the gardens is shared 

with the Safenet clients.   

 WINTER  BOUNTY 

 

 

 

Despite the cold, yucky weather 

we’ve been having, Jim Stone of 

Master Gardeners of Rogers 

County is able to enjoy cutting fresh salad material like Swiss chard, spinach, mustard 

greens, kale and been greens out of his greenhouse.  There are barrels of water inside 

that are heated by the sun during the daytime and slowly emit the stored heat into the 

area at night. 
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Speaker, Sheena Webb, February 19, 2019 

of Tangled Webb Garden will be discussing 7 pm 

site selection and planning, predator and pest  Rogers County Building  

           416 S. Brady, Claremore 

exclusion, starting seeds and transplanting, 

harvesting and preserving, and the importance  

of greenhouses in a year-round garden.  

             

Sponsored by: Master 

Gardeners Association Free to the public 

Rogers County  Tangled Webb Gardens 

Affiliated with OSU Extension Oaklawn Dr. Claremore 
Rogers County  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that no 

discrimination is intended  and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs. 

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with the Title VI and VII of the civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended. 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal 
and state laws and regulations, does not discriminate on the basis race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of its policies, practices or procedures. 
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Nashville Garden Conservatory wows 
visitors from Claremore 
Trudy Hedgpath and her friend, Kenneth Hutchins of Claremore, 
visited Trudy’s cousin in Sugar Tree, Tennessee, on the first 
weekend of December 2018.  My cousin, Gary Butler, knew I 

loved gardens, so 
the last day of our 
visit, we jumped in 
the car and headed 
for Nashville to the 
Gaylord Opryland 
Resort & 
Convention 
Center.  The resort 
is nestled in the 
bend of 
the Cumberland 
River in Nashville 
and features a 
spectacular atrium 
housed below a 
glass ceiling.  This 
garden 
conservatory was absolutely beautiful.  We went inside and 
walked around the resort area to see the gardens while the 
weather outside was freezing cold. The garden featured 
spectacular Christmas decorations. There was every color of 
poinsettia plants available.  It contained nine acres of gardens, 
waterfalls and river.  The atmosphere of this hotel is one to 

experience, especially in the festive season.  Part of the day included the Delta Riverboat Christmas Tour.  
This festive cruise traveled a quarter-mile-long river that winds through the resort's Delta Atrium.  After an 
afternoon of walking, we ate a meal at Stax Burgers where I created a juicy, one-of-a-kind burger at the 

restaurant on the Delta Island.       Pictures by Trudy Hedgpath 

 

 

Composting—get ready for Spring! 
 

It can take months for composting to complete and deliver the rich goodness craved by  

garden plants. Fortunately, we live in Oklahoma, where outdoor work on milder winter days can 

still prove productive. Don’t let the January calendar blues slow or stop your composting 

process. A little troubleshooting and effort can get it back on track and ready for spring. 

Composting Resources 

HLA-6448: Backyard Composting in Oklahoma 

HLA-6436: Healthy Garden Soils 

Recycling Yard Waste: “Don’t Bag It” Leaf Composting 

PSS-2911: Compost Turning: The Key to Quick Composting 

BAE-1742: Vermicomposting - Composting With Worms 
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                 2019 EVENTS CALENDAR  
 
 
 
 

       January 
 

8      Board meets 9 am 

  

22  General Meeting  

       Pizza/ sign up 

       For  committees  

      (Note: Tuesday night) 

       February 
 

12 Board Meets 9am 

 

19 Sheena Webb,  
            Tangled Webb Garden             

           Seed to Table 
         (Note: Tuesday night) 

      March 
 

12 Board Meets 9am 

 

18          Kellyn Register, 

              Horticulturist & 

Chris Gabbard, 
Arborist from the 

Gathering Place 

 

      April 
 

5-7 Home & Garden Show 

          

9           Board Meets 9 am 

 

12-13   Spring Plant Sale 

 

15         Keyhole Gardening 

Tulsa Master Gardeners 

  

       May 
 

14      Board Meets 9am 

 

20     Spring Fellowship 

      June 
 

1 Safenet Garden Tour 

 

11 Board Meets 9am 

 

17 Casey Hentges 

OK Gardening Host, 

Poisonous Plants 

      July 
 

         

 

        No  Meeting 

      August 
 

13 Board Meets 9am 

 

19 Sheila Kenotz,  

What’s New in the 
Philbrook Gardens 

      September 
 

10 Board Meets 9am 

 

13-15 Free Fair 
 

16 Lori Hutson, 

             Horticulturist, 

Tulsa Botanic Garden 

       October 
 

5 Fall Plant Sale 
 

9 Board Meets  9 am 

 

21 Jay Ross & 

Ric Kotarsky, curators 

Tulsa Zoo 

Monarch Initiative 

 

 

 

 

 

      November 
 

12 Board Meets 9 am 

 

18 Fall Fellowship 

    December 
 

     

      No  Meeting 
 

Master Gardeners Association of 

Rogers County c/o OSU Extension 

200 S. Lynn Riggs Blvd. Claremore, 

OK 74017 

Phone: 918-923-4958 

 

 

 
 

Unless otherwise announced, all general, program and Board meetings are at the Rogers County Building 416 S. Brady in Claremore, OK.. For more information call 
Janice Hensley, Program Director, at 918-638-7149. 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference made to commercial products or trade names is with the understanding that 
no discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied– from Oklahoma State University– or its programs. 

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regulations, 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or 
status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures.  This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, 
and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email: 

eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies.  Any person who believes that discriminatory practices have been engaged in 
based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s Title IX Coordinator 405-744-9154. 

 

 

mailto:eeo@okstate.edu

